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NARRATIVE * 

OP THE 

SECOND SEIKH * WAR. 


ORIGIN OF Tip: WAR. 

• • f * 

WiiiTn Moolfaj and Lis crafty # confederates, 
assembled in conference within the walls of Mool- 
tan, wo.rc concocting the plot for the destruction 
of tlic Ih'itksli officers, little did they foresee tlii 
disastrous consequences that woflld result from 
that diabolical schelne to ^themselves and to 
their country. Had Cassandra stepped forth 
from the midst oT tha'c cjynvdr |rom which the 
murderers emerged to strike the blow, .and 
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whilst tRc assassin’s sword was uplifted, 
proclaimed aloud ‘hat a, day of fearful retri- 
bution would speedily follow ; that Mooltan 
would soon present a ‘scene of» hideous deso- 
lation, it's nullahs overflowing with blood ; 
that .the archwlraitor and his accomplices, 
stripped of thoir possessions, denuded of cvciy- 
thing possessing value in their eyes, would Jbe 
immured in The .Company Bnhndoor’s dark 
•prisons ; and that the territories of the boast- 
ful Klialsa would be transformed into a British 

t 

dependency, in consequence of .that deed, it 

may well he doubtt 1 whether those lamented 

• * 

officers w r ould have fallen victims to* a base 

i 

conspiracy. * ^ ’ 

It is an incontestable fact, chat the Nood of 
those gallant men was purchased »t the price 
of tlmt.fcrtile bhampain country which derives 
its name from tlu* circiuns^ance of its being 

• % j| • 

traversed by five jnvers * — at the price of the 
most brilliant*, and .superb ’diamond in the 


unjj live, and ah, water or river. 
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.world, the “Mountain of Light.” Had any one 
predictcd"such a series -of remarkable events as 
those which folio weel the death o£ Vans Aguew 
and Anderson, little credit \vould have been 
attached to his prognostication. i 

It was not within the range of human proba- 
bilities that the siege of Mooltan would have in- 

j 

spired one of our M anliest allies with the desire 

and determination of raising the standard of, 

revolt. Who could have foretold that the 

gentle Shore Sing the “ good fellow ,” who was 

in the habit 'of accompanying British officers 

on shooting excursions near Lahore with- his 

admirable M ant on, the zealous ally who 

» 

marched out of Lahore at the head of his 

trusty troops, with the avowed inteution of 

bringing back Moolraj’s head, would have 

fraternized with the blood-stained assassins of 
1 .» 

Mooltan ? Nor could it l c deemed probable 
that Shere Sing with his handful of soldiers, 

* j ». * 

and his scanty resources, would ever have 
attained such strength, as to be in a position 

B 2 
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to hold in check., tte grand army of the Com- 
•‘1 ^ 

pany, completely drganried, and enjoying the 
advantage of the vast resources of India. Bui 
granting jstill fu»ther that there was a pro- 
bability of such a result from the defection 
of Shore Sing,* it may be.: asked how man} 
woijld have regarded the ' annexation of the 
Punjaub to our, Indian Empire as a probable 
contingency 1 

k „ 

Even after the decisive battle of Goo- 
jerat, .many able, experienced men held the 
opinion that thp British Government, un- 
willing to" add to its weighty responsibilities, 
would avoid- flic bold stroke <-‘of annexation. 
Till the last moment preceding the promulga- 
tion of the official announcement of the an- 
nexaticn of the Punjaub, many were of opinion 
that iff'* would be repugnant to the feelings 
and principles .of a'jBritish n&blenjan to punish 
a youth of tender age for the misconduct of 
some of his subjects. *• 

Bat it was obvious that, it was. consistent 
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• • 

t with sound policy, and perfectly compatible 
with honour, to sup^fcjpdg the 'authority* of a 
Government which* violated its mos2 solemn 
engagements, and failed to folfif compacts, on , 
the observance of which the continuant o£ 
the Scikh rule depended. For the British 
authorities abstained from annexing the P*ifh- 
jaub in 1845, only on conditioh of the Seikhs 
fulfilling certain stipulations, the chief of 
which was the payment of an annual subsidy.* 
The minor Dhulccp Sing was represented 
by the Lahfirc Durbar and his guardians. 
The functions, and responsibilities* of re- 
gency arc analogous to those^ of a reigning 
sovereign, and there would* be endless inter- 
ruptions of tranquillity, if the proposition were 

• . 

admitted That the guardians of council of 
regency of a minor might perpetrate»*any ag- 
gressive acts on their neighbours, or commit 
any breach of political fajth, with perfect 
impjmity and without pnejucK(J 3 to *their own 
country. 
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. from what was known of Lord Dalhousio.'it 
was thought ilfdikol); tlyst lie would he deterred 
from tal^ng the stops necessary fqr tlio pre- 
vention of a recurrence of suefi expensive ca- 
tastrophes as Seikh rebellions, by any ground- 

• less, fears. • TJicrc were sonic, however, who 

expressed apprehensions tiutt the proclama- 

« • 

tio,n of the annexation would be the signal 
for such a general rising of the natives, as 
would endanger the e’xistcncc of the troops in 
the Punjaub. * 

* When the Indian papers i^crc teeming 

with descriptions V the encounters of the 
* 0 
lieroic Herbert Edwardcs with the rebel 

• } 

forces of Moolraj, little probably did the modern 
Clive know that he was destined to contribute 
sj materially towards the consunimation of 
that important result, the annexation of the 
Punjaub. The reader will bo anxious to learn 
how Major Edwaftlcs influenced such a‘ mighty 
event. A fter his troops had captured . the 
‘guns attached to the undisciplined forces of 
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, Moolraj* he sent despatches to • the* Resi- 
dent of Lahore, Sir .Frederick Currie, ffrging 
upon him *thc ncce*ssitjr of the immediate ad- 
vance of some troops from ■•Lahore^ and an-, 
ticipating success if that were done. T(f thjj 
appointment of «n force inadequate td* the 
occasion all tlu3 events which followed have 
been attributed by some.. r flie assemblage 

of an efficient army suitably and expedi- 

• • 
tiously equipped, under the walls of Mooltan, 

might probably ^havo averted the action of 

Kamnuggcr and the subsequent battles. It 

was not politic to cntvust such 'important 

duties as the Avenging of the jpassacre of the 

British officers and the reduction of the citadel 

of Mooltan to a detachment of Seikli troops. 

The detachment of British troops seift widn 

Major-General Whish was so small, •"indeed, 

that the fidelity of the* Klndsfi contingent 

* Moolraj Lad &rdy two rcgufcu^rcgimcnts at the 
.outset <>f the disturbances* both of which he retained iu # 
the fort. 
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under .Sirdar Shcrcj, Sing became a matter of 
vast importance. 

Had i^qt Shore Sing martflied out* of Lahore 
for the ostensible*, purpose of inflicting punish- 
ment on Moolraj, the great focus on -which 
the Scikh ihsurgents concentrated would hare 
be*cn wanting.' * * 

?Thc Bunnoo 'troops might have ‘remained in 
allegiance to the Anglo-Scikh Durbar, had not 
Shere Sing called on them to swell his force, 
llad tljc British troops, however, been present 
in Lahore, they would have prevented any 
outbreak 'in 'that^ity. Thp, British army 
dispatched to Mooltan shouhl have been 
organized at Feroioporc without any aid from 
the Lahore garrison. That Major EdVardes 
Reserves tl)6 praise he has received for the 
success** attending liis efforts to form a 
disciplined girpiy 9 ut of the rudo elements 
at his disposal, and for the admirable* skill he 
manifested in ills brilliant engagements with 
the enemy, no one ever ventured to deny. It 
,was 'to be regretted that* no moi’o accuntK? 
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•information could be obtained by li»m respect- 
ing the strength of Mooltan. Xhojforarwhi'ch 

the Resident first .cdmemplated sending was so 
• » • 
small, that that gallant soldier, «Brigadier Colin 

Campbell, remonstrated against committing the* 

execution of such a momentous enterprise to* 

so inadequate a.fqrcc. . 

During ^the’ prosecution qf the siege of 

Mooltan the public service Vas much impeded 

by the existence of tw,o clashing authorities 

in the Punjauj), arising out of the difference 

of opinion tyetwtcn the chief military powers 

Lord Gough, and the Resident ^of Lahore, 

Sir Frederick* Currie. The former advocated 

•• • 

warfare on a grand scale,, arfd recommended 
the postponement of offensive operations till 
a more fovourablo season ; the. latter was in 
favour of the immediate dispatch of a small 
force. That the formation of a large army 
would , be Requisite to (fvqfcdme this widely" 
ramified conspiracy becanu^ Apparent on the 
desertion of Sherc Sing and the revolt of the. 
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Bunnoo tr«ops.' Notwithstanding thcs'c events, 
mhny officers, w inclliding t Sir John Littler, 
thouglit, ,ovcn to the* pcii'od of the action of 

Ramnngger, that Shero Sing would not pre- 

0 . * T 

sent a hostile front to the British troops. 

1 *• When Shore. Sing found it impossible to 
maintain amicable relations {vith Mpolraj, and 
descried the fortress, wending 'his way north- 
ward, General. Width concerted arrangements 
far attacking him on, his march. But when 
tlie cavalry and horse artillery available lor 
.this purpose were passed in review (it must be 
remembered that t^jc British infantry could 
not have overtaken the re timid' euemr, who 

o * * 

had stolen a march), the General arrived at 

the conclusion that the force was not sufficient 

%■ 

to meet the emergency. He was deficient in 
infantry therefore in the event of this de- 
tachment sustaining any disaster, his small 
’army would r h’avg Vieen exposed to. great 
danger. Moreover, he was • surrounded by 
large bodies of Scikli auxiliaries, the forces of 
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»<5eneral Van Cortland, Major Herbert* Ed- 

f • • 

wardcs, and the Bohawulporc JBaj^ili, on whose* 
steady adhesion Jo me 'British cause he could 
not rely. 

Under these circumstances Major-General 

Whish exercised a sound, discretion 

* • 

leaving Shere £>iyg to pursue, his marcl? •un- 
molested. # The Indian newspapers, indulging 
their habitual spirit of Missa^isfaction (tlie 
Bomba;) Time * excepted), raised an outcry 
against him. fpr losing this splendid opportu- 
nity of annihilating the incipient rebellion in 
the bud. Indeed there was ground for appre- 
hending that'tiis reputation would be seriously 
*• 

damaged, by tlio torrent pf fibuse poured on 
him, for his abandonment of tlie siege and 
neglect tej capture the retiring Sifdai*. 

• » 

The defection of the Bumioe troojis created 
much sensation, •These, constituting several 
regiments, Acre raised out gf ll*c remnants of* 
the old Khalsa*array; aml*it*is believed that 
the greater part of these men had been arrayed/ 
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against the British' flag' in the battles of tBe, 
* Stttle^e. They, wcr6 stern, discontented vete- 
rans, brooding over the* humbled condition of 

their beloved lvhalsa or .Commonwealth. 

( 

It^ was "to bo expected that they would 
.eagerly avail themselves of the first oppor- 
tunity of once .more trying the chance of war. 
The 'revolt of g chieftain, of high rank and 

t ' * 

family influence, Whose father, Chuttcr Sing, 
held the important position of Governor of 
the Pcshcwur District, opened to them an 
-alluring prospect. That chi .-f ingredient of 
success, self-confidence, they p< .ssossed in a 
most" remarkable degree. They worn, disci- 
plined and equlpppjl after the European man- 
ner, and mustered several pieces of ordnance, 
apd the 'regular horse attached to , this force 
possessed a slight knowledge of cavalry tac- 
tics. The Bunnoa regiments formed a most 
important augineptfttion to the rebel army, 
and enabled Shero Sing to offer such suecess- 
•ful resistance at Ramnugger. During the 
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• 

jWiolo campaign, indeed’, ‘these soldiers were 
conspicuous for their gallahtry $nd unswerving 
fidelity.* Rhotas also ‘sent its quota.. 

It was* the genera 1 , belief that 'fifhere Sing 
would make an attack on Lahore, and the' 
Resident did not fail to adopt all the prepa-, 
rations rendered* imperative by the urgency 
of the occasions Every available soldier was 
posted at Lahore to strengthen the garrison. 
A party of the Seiko, cavalry, reported t& 
In the advanced guard of the Sirdar’s army, 
made an effort «o destroy the bridge df boats, 
erected ovei the Ravee on the northern side 
of Lahore by* the Anglo-Lahoro Durbar, and 
although this bridge was not distant more than 
a mile and a half from Lahore, the insurgents 
succeeded, in burning some boats.^ They were 
thwarted, however, in their intention of effect- 
ing the complete destruction of this bridge, by 
the prompt ‘appearance of*tlyit 'gallant warrior, 

William llavcUck, at the*hcad of the 14 th 

• • • 

King’s Light Dragoens. The startling prox-- 
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r T r 9 * 

imity of the cncm/ and tlic undisguised cfll* 

P l f 

affection o£ the inhabitants of Lahore, bow- 

r p 9 , • 

ever, surrounded the Re'fcidpnl’s position with 

f, • 

some difficultyr » • 

It may* ‘be worthy of remark, that even to 
ffhc period # of tlio victory of Goojerat, the 
natives of Lahore, when p;*s§ing any British 
ladic's on the cqursc or roads, openly remarked 
that they should soon be slmtting them up in 
their Zenanas. Indeed their effrontery docs 
not admit of description. « 
r Before the general orders* hail been issued 
for the assembly of the Grand .Army, small 

detachments had moved in the direction of 

, _ .* 

the river Itavefc. ,A brigade of cavalry (con- 
sisting of the Oth Lancers, 3rd Dragoons, 15th 
and 8th*- Light Cavalry) had assembled at 
Ferozeppre ; and Colonel Charles Curcton, who 
was attached to Lord Cough's staff, as Adju- 
tant-general of* Her** Majesty's forces in India, 
was dispatched from licad-q<\arters to take 
•command of this force. *A force under Briga- . 
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• ' * 

• ’ ’ , > » , 
dicr Wheeler, includifig the 61st Foot, was 

already in advance. Colonel Ciycton received 

orders to move agaiilst fehcre Sing, .who was 

on the other* side of«tho Rav-ee. “brigadier 

■§ 

Godby was also detached northwaid with a 
small force, including the 2nd European Rcg£ 
incut and 70 th l^ativc Infantry., These troops 

moved forward hbout the 3rd November. * 

• • 

It was reported that the Cncmy would make 
a stand at Goojramvalljih, a fort about three* 
days’ march from Lahore ; but when Brigadier 
Curcton approached it, he found it dCscrtcd. , 
Brigadier Colin Campbell, with some regi- 
ments also, w*a§ dispatched from Lahore, to 
•# 

take command of the cavalry "and infantry 
assembled under Curcton,* and Colonel Eck- 

ford had joined this force with the 31st, 5Gth, 

* • I 

and 73rd regiments of Native Infantry. 

% 

Many officers, eager to^distinguish them- 
selves, enter tain eel appreh&nyoi? fest Campbell 

* 

v ' He joined Curctow on the lGtli November. 
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and*Curct®n should overwhelm the rebel force? 
at a blow," and thus render the concentration 
of a grand army unnecessary.'"' The force 
under these ofiiccrs consisted of the 3rd Dra- 
goons, 9tlr Lancers, 14th Dragoons, Oth and 
bfcli Light Cavalry, three troops of Horse 
Artillery, two batteries, 12th Irregulars, the 
2nd'Europcan Regiment, the 31st, 36th, 46th, 
06th, 70th, -and “73rd regiments of Native 
•Infantry. An impression was very generally 
entertained that the Commander-in-chief, 
averse To fighting on a small scale, had pro- 
hibited these commanders from courting colli- 
sion \vith the enemy. , 

The army of India was at length aroused 
from its state of uncertainty, by the publica- 
tion of the General Orders announcing the 
formation of a force, to be designated “ Tin. 
Army of the Purjaub.” > These orders were 
promulgated in the early part of October, and 

d 

* They occupied AIJipore, a tillage eight miles 
from Ramnugger, on the 1 7 tht 
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that month witnessed th<* gradual assemblage 
of the troops. 

The army, of which Lord Gougli was to 

• • • 

assume the command in person, was divided 
into three infantry divisions. The firfit of 
these divisions, consisting of the ‘brigades of 
Markham (the. *3 2nd, or Cornwall regiment, 
4.9th and* 51st Native Jnfantry), and* of 
Harvey (the 10th, or North 'Lincoln regiment, 
the 8tli and 72nd Native Infantry), was 
assigned to Major-General Whish. IJis son. 
Captain Wfiish, was appointed assistant ad- 
jutant-general, .and Lieutenant ’Ndbd, of the 
14th Dragoons, attached as^ aide-de-camp. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bcclny * fdled the respon- 
sible 'situation of quartermaster-general to 
this division. Major-General 'Sir •Waltlr 
Raleigh Gilbert was nominated to the com- 
mand of the seaond infapfry .division. This 
division comprised the brigades of Mountain 
(the 29th, or Worcestershire Fdot, the 30th and 
62nd Native Lifantry), and of Godby - (the 
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* i* t 

2nd Europeans, 31st and 70th Native Infantry). 
Majol Chester was attached in the capacity of 
adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Charles Colt, 
.of the 3rd Dragoons, was appointed aidc-dc- 
jjamp. Lieutenant Calloway received the ap- 
pointment of quartermaster fo this division. 

To th.e old sabrenr, Major-General Sir Joseph 

Th«ckwcll,was assigned the command of the 3rd 
0» 

division of infantry, constituted by the brigades 
of Pcnnycuick (the 24th or 2nd Warwickshire 
Foot, t) 1G 25th and 45th Native Infantry), 
anti of Penny (the 1 5th, 20 th, and 69lh 
Natiyc Infantry). Another brigade was after- 
wards allotted, to tliis division, consisting of 
the 61st Foot, the 36th and 4Gth Native 
Infantry, under the command of Brigadier 
Logga:.. Major Ponsonby was appointed 
adjutant general, and Lieutenant Edward 
Thackwell, 3rd Light Dragoons, was con- 
tinued in his situation of aide-de-camp. En- 
sign Garden, nephew of the quartermaster- 
general of the army, obtained the post of 
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, quartermaster to this division. The artillery 
command was given Ye Colonel* Tennant?, who 
was gazetted a brigadier-general. . • 

• I • 

The cavalry division was 'Committed to the 
charge of that distinguished soldier, Colonel 
Cure ton,* who wfis promoted to the gra'de of 
brigadier-general. Captain Pratt, of tlm 9tli 
Lancers, w&s appointed to ^lic post of deputy 
assistant-adjulant-geucral, and Lieutenant 
Curcton, son of the gallant commandant, ga- 
zetted aide-de-camp. Lieutenant Tucker, of the 
8th Cavalry , ‘idled the office of quartermaster to 
this division. , . * 

The first brigade of cavaljy, commanded 
by Brigadier Michael White, consisted of 
the 3fd Dragoons, the 5th and 8th Light 
Cavalry. The second cavalry brigade, consist- 
ing of the 9th Royal Lancers, the lst*and 6th 
Light Cavalry, was given t$ Lieuttnant-Colonel 
Pope, of the latter regimen};. ^ A brigade of 

* Adjutant-General of Her Majesty’s Forces. 
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irpegukr cavalry wus formed, and Brigadier 
IlcarSty was selected^ forf the command of it ; 
Colonel Salter was appointed to another 

« I * 

.brigade, consisting of his corps, the 1 1 th Light 
Qavitlry, and of two irregular cavalry corps. 
The «M 4th ‘King’s Dragoons was afterwards 
attached to the first brigade. * , 

From this it* will he seen, that, though there 
were three dragoon regiments in the field, three 
cavalry brigades out of the four were appor- 
tioned to Company's officers. Brigadier Clicapc, 
a most scientific officer, received the appoint- 
ment of clfief ‘engineer ; the commissariat de- 
partment was. entrusted to (he management of 
Captain Ramsay, *a« officer related by family 
tics to the Marquis of Dalhousie. The ap’point- 
rlent of Dr. ltcnny to be superintending surgeon 
was balled with much satisfaction by the 
army. Dr. jMacleofl, a very skilful medical 
officer, was also* appointed to the hospital. 
Staff’ Captain Lailg was ordered to superintend 
the ppst-offico department.. » The adjutant- 
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general of the army, Lieut'mant-ColonebGraqt, 
and the quartermaster-general, Lieutenant- 

Colonel Garden, toth their respective depart- 

• • • 

ments, accompanied his Excellency. The 
acting adjutant-general of Her Majesty^ 

forces, Major Lpgard ; the quartermaster- 

*• 

general, Lieutenant-Colonel Gough ; anc^ the 
inspector-general of hospitals, * Dr. Franklin, 
also joined the army. 

The nomination of doloncl Curcton to the 
command of tl*e^ cavalry division, formed the 
subject of much comment in military circles. 
It is not customary to take the' hdads of the 
adjutant-general's and quartermaster-general’s 
departments from their official duties, and to 
invest ’them with brigade commands. Such a 
system might be fraught with serious-* in con- 
venience, not to say injury, to the public 
service. At the time whcjpthosu departments 
are most needed, when tlieJ tqlent of experi- 
enced men is most indispensable, iff is unwise 
to commit the oharge of those offices to sub- 
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ordinates. « That there was a precedent to 

justify the appointment •tff Colonel Curcton is 

true, hut* .whether it was entitled* to much 

.respect may be left to the reader to decide. 

JVIajor-Gciieral Sir Harry Smith held the post 

of afljutant*-gcncral at the commencement of 
« « • 
the S'ltlegc eamp.'ugn. In a gscat emergency, 

when there was’ an absence of general officers, 

and when immediate conflict seemed inevitable. 

Lord Ilardinge offered the command of the 

first infantry division to Sir Harry Smith, who 

« . * 
was a soldier of great reputation, and remark- 
able for his personal activity. The necessity 
for the removal of Colonel Citfeton from his 
proper sphere of c/uMcs can, however, scarcely 
be recognized; for there were several distip- 
gilished cavalry officers on the line of frontier 
who enjoyed seniority over Curcton. The 9th 
Lancers, wlibfc was to be employed, boasted 
two lieutenant-cclonels, whose commissions 
were of earlier elate than that of Cureton.- 

I* n 

Colonel John Scott had acquired signal dis- 
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tinction on several occasions : lie commanded 

> 

the Bombay brigade o£ cavalry in tne auliy of 

the Indus,. and was* conspicuous for Jiis energy 

and knowledge of his peculiar duties, on the 

march to Cabool. In the Gwalior campaign 

he was again entrusted with the Command of 

a brigade of cavdlry, and at the' battle of lfa- 

rahajpore displayed the greatest skill in the 

handling of his men : lie was indeed personally 

engaged in conflict with the enemy at the head 

of the brigade, and set a noble examplq. The 

Sutlege campaign saw John Scott once more 

at the head of, a brigade; and 'it cannot be 

obliterated from, the memory of the public that 

it was he who so gallantly, Supported Major- 

General Sir Joseph Thackwcll, on that officer’s 

escalade of the Seikh iutrenchments -at thi 

battle of Sobraon. But it was not ii battle 

that the value of .this distfjlguisjiqd officer was 

chiefly felt; it was by reasoij of his intimate 

acquaintance with the duties “of picquets, out- 
* 

posts, patrols, &£., that his presence in, camp 
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was s« invaluable. » The writer can bear testi- 
mony to the lhortifigatyfii and disappointment 
experienced by Colonel Stott, on. his being 
ordered to stand«fast at Cawnpore. Although 
.exefeising the command of the brigade, he 
applied for’ permission to assume the command 

of his regiment. 

« 0 • 

•The authorities urged, in extenuation of the 
palpable injustice of their conduct on this 
occasion, that it was ’contrary to custom, and 
might be attended with inconvenience, to 

m, 

suffer ofliccrs to abandon their permanent 
brigade edmthands in cantonnicpts. This was 
a novel expedient to escape the stigma of 
favouritism. - In "all the previous campaigns, 
brigadiers were often called from their cantou- 
iients<to render assistance in the field; indeed 
Sir Josbph Thackwell was frequently ordered 
to vacate hip .brigade in cantonments, and' to 
assume the command of the cavalry in the 
field. 

Colonel Alexander Campbell, of the same 
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_ regiment, was also overlooked, or rather shelve c?, 
by the same expedient'.- ITe was also informed 
that, as lie held the Meerut brigade, he must 
not vacate it ; and the command of the 9th 
Lancers devolved on the junior Major, Grant. 
It appeared unaccountable, that the cavidry 
command Avas npt’ given to General Thackwell. 
That officer ' had held the important post of 
General of cavalry in the armies of the Endus, 
Gwalior, and the Sutlege. If he had again 
received that appointment, Colonels On re ton, 
Scott, and Alexander Campbell, might have 
occupied their ci-devant post of brigadier. . 

In the Suth;ge campaign, the cavalry were 
divided into four brigades., of which Colonels 
Alexander Campbell, Scott, Cureton, and Har- 
riott, were the chiefs. The reason assigned foi* 
the appointment of Thackwell to an infantry 
division, instead oE the cavalry, ivi $ s the desire 
at head-quarters to receive Cjurcton's valuable 
aid; and as he was not cligibfo'for any other 
command than that of cavalry, they sa,w no 


c 
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nsasoif why they 1 should not give General . 

Thackwell an equally hfiportant command of 

infantry," seeing that lie possessed ^experience 

- in Loth VfancheS of duty, and thus make room 

•for the other distinguished officer. 

r fhat the authorities should bo desirous of 
•' ... 
profiting by the experience of. so old a soldier 

as' Colonel Ourctco is natural, but if lie had 

retained his proper duties of adjutant-gene- 

i 

ral, lie would still have been at hand. It was 
asserted by some of the Calcutta papers, that 
Colonel Oureton had taken an unfair advantage 
of his position near (lie Comvmin«Vr-iu-ohic£ 
and urged bis own claims to feiie appointment. 
Honourable men acquit the gallant office]' of 

such conduct, under the firm conviction that 

* 

iic Avduld not have dropped at any time hie 
* ‘ 

vaguest hint respecting his appointment to the , 
cavalry command, .unless led by. Lord Gough 
to entertain v sueh an expectation. .It is n^t 
unlikely *that liis Excellency might have asked 
him, ♦ in the course of conversation, whether 
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his wishes pointed to such an’ enviable*pos*tion? 

\ ***** 

’ Of course* Colonel Cui’ctcfh could nof have 
rejected "thfi prpfFered hpnour. guclf clelicacy 
would have been absurd, atfd incompatible 

with the character of a soldier’s career. Even< 

• • 

if ho had mustered up sufficient courage* to 

make application for this command, surely 

• . • • 

ambition is excusable in a soldicf. Merit of 

the highest order, unless supported by self- 
confidence, is often exposed to neglect. It 
must be remarked that Colonel Cure to A was 
actually employed in the field before the ge- 
neral order was •promulgated for the formation 
of a grand army*: and this fact may be urged 
in excuse of his ♦appointment. It might have 
been sui*! that when lie was once in the field, 

tlie authorities could not but allow hifti to* 

* • 

# continue there, or that as lie had once obtained 
tlie cavalry command, it was only Atir that lie 
should retain it. .However, if»thtre had been 

* • f 

any desire to employ. Cblonels Scott and 
Campbell, Cureton* might have reverted to his 

C 2 
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* 

old post Of brigadier, on his junction with tlnj 
grand army. 

In tile early part of November *1848, Lord 
Gough .arrived 'at the general rendezvous of 

* the army. Ferozepore had presented a very 

• m 

animated appearance for several days previous 
to • his lordship’s arrival. There were daily 
arrivals of fresh r cgimcnts and troops of artil- 
lery. The plain for miles around was diver- 
sified by sheets of canvass swelling to the wind, 
white as snow, and here and there adorned 
with flags fluttering in the breeze. These 
tents, in the mid-day glare* were perfectly 

dazzling. Wherever the eye rested, bayonets 

) 

and swords were-* seen glittering in the sun, 

• § 

as the sentries paced their rounds at tiio tents ; 

* and ‘here and there a long string of camels 
winding through the spaces between the tents, ^ 
under their ‘•burdens of corn, rum, tents, fur- 
niture, medical apparatus, &c., gave evidence 
of the proximity of a large army. 
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At the commencement of the ’second week 
in November"' 1848, Lor<J Gough moved 
across the Sutlege at the head of Gilbert’s 
division. Sir Joseph Thackwcll with the third 
division formed the advanced guard, and pre- 
served a distance of one or two days’ march 
in front of his Bx-cellency. 

It was a matter of much surprise to many 
that his Excellency should have left Ferozepore 
without" liis heavy guns. These and the En- 
gineers’ park had not yet arrived from Delhi / 
.but Sir Frederick Currie was so importunate in 

* Lord Gough left Lahore on the ifetlif after having 
declined a. formal mtorview witt the Maharajah 
Dhulcep Sing. The ^King un4 Si» Frederick Currie 
went out to Mean Moor pay their respects to his 
lorddiip, who, mounted* on his elephant, gave them a 
courteous reception. 
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Iris entreaties to llis lordship to advance Avitli- 
out "delay oil the capital, Avith all his available 
force, that the latter deemed it advisable to 
place himself between Lahore and the enemy 
r as soon as possible. The grand convoy dul 
not leave Fcrozeporc till tlip J3tli November. 

The army did not make a halt of more than 
two days at Lahore, in consequence of the 
reports that the enemy were daily receiving 
large reinforcements, and were constructing a 
most formidable intrenchmcnt. Doubtles.s it 
appeared to his Excellency the wisest policy 
to strike an effective blow hehme the SciMis* 
army swelled^ to too large a size, and before 
the intrcnchmcnts were rendered too impracti- 
cable for an assault. 

i The army advanced in the same order from 
Lahore towards the enemy. When Sir Joseph 
Thackwell -had performed *a distance of Tour 
inarches, he received orders to halt at Noe- 
Avallah, tv) await the junction of the Comman- 
der-in-chief. Rammiggcr, where the enemy 
were said to be erecting field-works, was auoufc 
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. ten miles distant. Brigadiers Colin*Cajnpbcll 
and Curcton were *cncgmped*' about ••three 
miles en .our right front, at a place called 
Saliaran. 

• • 

On the morning of the 22nd November, 

•• 

about 3 a.m., his lordship placed hiiyself 
at tiie head ol* the advanced troops, ahd 
tiioved towards the Seikh forces. The Briga- 
cli<Ts f *ciniplK.ll and Ourctou hadlxicn engaged 
>ii consultation with the Commander-in-chief 
tiu: day previous. Curcton was in excellent 
spirits, and Bis youthful appearance belied the 
advanced age gt* which lie had arrived. 

The force which accompanied his Excellency 
consisted of the 3rd and l^tti Light Dragoons, 
the 5ih and 8th Light Cavalry, the Horse 
Artillery troops of Lane and Warner, 12$ 
Irregular Cavalry, and the Infantry Pnjgade of 
Godby, including, the 2nd*Eurojijan regiment, 
the 61st Foot, the 30th, 4(>tlg and 70th Native 
Infantry, with Austens and D awe’s batteries. 

This project, was so carefully concealed * 
fvftn all those wlio .were not destined to -par- 
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ticipatc ip its execution, that the chief officers 
in Mu lordships camp* were not cognizant of 
his departure till many bout's afterwards. Let 
the reader only 1 conceive the Quartermaster- 
General of the army going hastily into the 
Chaplain’s 'tent to make inquiries respecting 
his Commander-in-chief to know whither he 
had vanished, and what he was doing ! The 
Adjutant-General of India was admitted to 
his confidence merely because he was closely 
allied to him by matrimonial connection. 
The dashing activity of Lord Gough was fully 
exemplified in this notable instance. 

Though thg professed object' of this move- 
ment was only to reconnoitre, it was the firm 
conviction and earnest hope of many, that an 
engagement' 1 ' would be precipitated. It was 
rumoured that the enemy were encamped on 

0 

the open plain near Ramnugger, and it was 
afterwards demonstrated that this rumour had 
some foundation, Tor although a large portion 
of the enemy remained within their intrenched 
position on the right bank of the Cheriab, 
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many thousands formed an advanced guard 
Bear liamnugger. 

As tlie* British force advanced, the, Seikh 
army fell Lack* retiring to the . river. The 
bones of dead camels and horses, and embers 
of recent fires strewing the road for many a- 
mile, verified the report that the enemy h*a^ 
been iu great fefree on the left bank of the 
river. Our troops reached their, destination 
about 7 a.m. 

The ground adjacent to the river was inter- 
sected by two, or three nullahs, or dry Water- 
courses, running parallel to the river and to 
each other. Beyohd these nullahs was the 
high bank of the river, or the natural boundary 
of the river when the waters of the Chenab 
gain their Jiyemal force. Beyond this high, 
bank a wide extent of heavy sand disclosecf 
•itself to the view, at one season the £cd of 
the overflowing waters. In’tl^e mitldle of this 
sand might hav<?,been seen Vliat once had 
been a large green islasd, tut which now pre- 
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' scntcd the anomalous appearance of an islapd 
f • 

'Surrounded by no water. Here and there small 
banks, or insular prominences were scattered 

about. ' The river took a tor tjious* course, and 

« 

the ground was dotted with pools of water. 

Whilst the enemy were retreating towards 
t.h& river, the guns of Lane' and Warner played 
with great effect on them, till they had 
withdrawn , out of range. The British, ad- 
vancing into the dry bed of heavy sand, 
moving over a considerable space, inflicted 
serious damage on the enemy, who were in 
large swarms endeavouring to rccross the ford 

‘i 

which w r as on our right front! ** 

In a short time the Seikhs opened a well- 
directed fire from' high ground in our front. 
Their guns must have been of heavy calibre, 
Tor Lane and Warner soon felt the necessity 
of a retreat. Jn this sandy position it was 
almost impossible 'to alter position with effect, 
and when Lane "and Warner gave the order to 

„ 4 t 

limber lip and retire, it was discovered that 
one of the guns attached to the troop of the 
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^former was firmly fixed the* sand, in spue 
of every attempt to extricate it. The •enemy, 
on perceiving this arid flic disposition # of the 
BritisG to* retire, redoubled their fire; and began 
to crowd the left bank. All attention was* 
concentrated on this gun, which became ilit m 
object of contention, our gunners putting to 
the test every •expedient to remove it, and the 
enemy’s artillery relaxing no effort to prevent 
such a consummation, by one continued round 
of shot and shell. At length the impracti- 
cability of removing the gun became »o appa-^ 
rent, that orders were given for its abandon- 
ment. The flifcn of Lane’s troop obeyed .these 
orders with great reluctance.. • They would 

rather have lost their lives than desert this 

« 

gun, but they were falling fast, and there was 

a probability of the reconnoitre being edhverlfcd 

* • 

into a bloody battle. 

To cover th<5 retreat* of <5ut artillery, a - 
squadron of tkj 3rd King’s Own Light Dra- 
goons, under the command of Captain Ouvry^ . 
was ordered to • charge a large body of the* 
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enemy near the island. ' This squadron swept 

the sandy plain with such extraordinary 

rapidity, and cleared aside all obstacles with 
< » •' 
such irresistible impetuosity, that the enemy 

neither opened fire on them, nor offered any 
’formidable opposition. Ouvry actually encir- 
cled* the island, on and near which were posted 
some of the enemy’s batteries ; and he reached 
the high bant on the other side of the island, 
without haying sustained the loss of a man. 

The general supposition was that the enemy 
were paralyzed. But the writer is more in- 
clined to believe that the guns were not on or 
near the island when Captain Ouvry charged 
round it. The- enemy in all jn’obabilitv placed 
the guns in that advanced position subse- 
quently to the charge. But that Ouvry moved 
f<Sr a * considerable distance within an easy 
range of some of the enemy’s batteries appears 
to be an undbriiable'fact. 

i 

The 3rd Dragdons and S^li Light Cavalry 
» 

made some other charges on the enemy, near , 
the gun in the sandy plain, headed by that 
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• # • » 

gallant old soldier. Brigadier Michael White, 

1 but the musketry fire from the # .nuljahs" lined 
with Sei£h matchlock-men, became so#galling, 
and the futility of any# further attacks becom- 
ing obvious, the gallant Brigadier wisely re- 
solved to withdraw his men from such a useless* 
exposure. It wjts impossible .to reach tlie 
enemy, the side? of the water-course being pre- 
cipitous, and the beds broM. Alany of the 
troopers, moreover, weip .falling under the 
enemy’s fire. This forbearance, the result of 
the exercise a sound discretion, gave llsc to a 
rumour that the 3rd Dragoons had not evinced 

so hearty a desire to close with the enemy' as 

•• 

might have been expected ffoinT‘them. With 
whom ^this rumour originated is not known ; 
but that it was a most infamous libel on the 
character of as brave a body of men .as ever 
lived, will be easily credited. • 

The ciTor of the rctreUt,^ if* error it can 
be called, couli^not by an^ possible means 
have' reflected discredit on the regiment. It 
must have affected* the reputation of Brigadier 
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White alone, who (jrdered it. That this brave 

veteran was never before backward in action, 

and offered the most gallant example in leading 
♦ 

on his men at the battle of Moodkec, should 
suffice to show the necessity of the retreat. If 
r evcry one else had exhibited equal caution with 
Bjrigadier White, all would have been well. 

The author of u The Journahof a Subaltern,” 
in pourtrayiug this scene has instituted a most 
invidious and unjust comparison between the 
conduct of the two Dragoon regiments, the 3rd 
and 14th. It is, therefore, the more necessary 
for persons better acquainted with the facts 
of the case than the above-mchtioned writer, 
to give to the public the bcnciit of their know- 
ledge, and thus to counteract the effects of 
an impression erroneous and injurious to the 
character of heroic men. 

It should be observed that there was a clique 
in the Anglo-1 ndiatf camp, who employed much 
of their time*in 'propagating* rumours reflect- 
ing upon the character wf British soldiers, but 
which" were, in fact, merely the creations of 
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• * 

their own disordered imaginations. Those 
■who were influenced by the unworthy feeling 
of jealousy loved to lessen the reputation of 
the most* distinguished regiments. 

Immediately on the discovery of the fac& 

that the gun was irretrievably lost, prudent 

• » 

dictated that fclTo British force should 'post- 
pone offensive measures till reinforced bj the 
infantry which had been* left • behind. The 
mere probability of the enemy’s indulging in 
vaunting exultation, and of arrogating to 
themselves # the«credit due to conquerors, ough^ 
not to have had weight in the minds of prudent 
officers. ThC capture of the gun no doubt in- 
fused confidence into the enemy; but this con- 
fidence might have been productive of more good 
than harm to us. It probably would, have em- 
boldened them to meet us on .the •open plain, 
and thus have secured their # easy destruction. 

It appears, indeed, tluft his' Excellency was ■ 
averse- to any* further hostilities, and inclined 
to ' leave the licld .in *tlie possession of the • 
enemy; but that some officers of rank, bent 
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< ' 

i. 

heart and poul on improving their own repu- 
tation^ overruled his lordsliip’s wishes. The 
evil effects of a too easy submission on the 

9 • 

part of a General to the interested opinions 
*of liis subordinates, were soon illustrated. 

The British forces having retired far beyond 
the. high bank , of the river, die enemy, elate 
at their apparent success, boldly advanced to- 
wards the abandoned gun. Not content with 
this they ascended the high bank in large 
numbers, and presenting a bold front to the 
British troops, continued firing long shots, 
which, however, were not the cause of much 
loss. ’ 

It was whilst, the enemy were thus appa- 
rently setting us at defiance, that Licutenant- 
Cplonel Havelock, of the 14th Dragoons, re- 
quested pehnission to charge, and drive then' 
from the bank. No ¥ .«;ooner had the equivocal 
assent been accorded, than the flaxen-haired 
boy of the Peninsula, on whose deed of valour 
the military historian has proudly dwelt, enter- 
ing t into a liand-gallop, at the head of his 
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• • 

.men, soon threw himself r on the crowd of 
Seikhs who lined the higlubank.*’ 

The «/>th Light tlavalry, under Lieutenant- 

• • 

Colonel Alexander, ably supported the gallant 
14th. So impetuous was the onset of these 
determined warriors, and so energetically |ind 
effectually did Havelock and liirf troopers ply 
their swords, that the bank was swept in a 
few minutes of all its swarthy occupants, 
who, running hastily down the bank, across 
the sand, thretf away their standards in their 
flight. Not contented with having driven the 
enemy from thys. position, llavclofck, •animated 
by that fiery spirit which glowed within him, 
instantly resolved to exceed' the limits of his 
missioif, and renew the offensive, contrary to 
the real wishes of the # Oommander-in#chie£* 
by continuing the charge on the discomfited 
enemy, and driving theiff t back » across the 
river. Yielding to his insathjble love of glory, 
he brandished hie^ sword abo'fle his head, and 
calling on the squadron of the 14th, in reserve 
under Lieutenant-Colonel King, to come aad 
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suppqrt him, daslfcd furiously down the steep 
declivity int6 the , tract of sand in which, 
it will*, be remembered, the gun . had been 

• t) ^ f 

immoveably fix-jcl, and over which Captain 
Ouvry had charged. The British cavalry be- 
coming now fully exposed to view, the Seikh 
butteries opened a rapid and destructive fire 
upon them. The Khalsa infantry, also, sum- 
moning fresFi courage, began to stand and 
open a matchlock lire on their pursuers. The 

horses of the dragoons soon became exhausted 
U , < 

in this difficult ground, their feet every moment 
sinking into deep sand or mud. 

Our cavalry were not only exposed to the 

L 

lire of the batteries across the river, but some 
guns which had been dragged to the left bank, 
•had tj» Hen v:p a position near the gVeeu island 
above idludcd" to, and the presence of this ar- 
tillery inspired thc'oncmy with fresh courage. 
The deportment *#f Havelock was more that of 
a mortal confiding in the protection of the 
Jilgis of some divinity than that of an ordi- 
nary human being. In the last charge, always 
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t in advance, lie suddenly disappeared, syid the 

* 

latest glimpse of thafr dating scJtdiei - , disclosed 
him in the mids? of the savage enemy, his 
left arm half severed from his body, and deal- 
ing frantic blows with his sword, so soon 
doomed to drop t from his trusty right ]>and. ‘ 

His last words 'were “Follow' me!” Soflio 

* 

days after the action, a mutilated corpse was 
discovered, which the chaplain *of the army, 
Mr. Whiting, recognised by the hair on the 
body to be that of this gallant but ill-fated 
sabreur. 

Such a deatji.was worthy of Willkun Have- 
lock ! If the -doctrine that the souls of men 

• * 

continue on earth and inhabit our bodies after 
death 'be based on truth, surely the spirit of 
the son of Priam may have chosan the bo^y 
of this noble man for an earthly receptacle ! 

If ‘the necessity of erecting a public monument 
to him be not acknowledged, purely the country 
will not altogether lose, sight of bis widow 
and children! Common justice dictates this. 
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Colonel. Cureton^ who rendered such im- 

< 

portitnt service’ to bin cetontry at the -battle of 
Aliwal, and the disastrous affair of *»Budd- 

t. * 

_ wall, whilst in - command of the cavalry, 
,where he acquired such high distinction, met 

f 

with” his dedth in the most unfortunate manner. 

He Avas hastening towards the 14th for the 

purpose of checking them, and preventing any 
/ 

further exhibition of rash valour, when a ball, 
fired by some matchlockmon concealed in a 
nullah, struck him to the Heart. Where 
were liis adjutant and quartermaster-generals % 
where wa'i his aide-de-camp,- +hat this dis- 
tinguished officer was obliged -to convey his 
own orders 1 

Some time after the action, Captain Holmes, 
tita commandant of the 12th Irregular Ca- 
valry, made an attempt to rescue the body of 

4 | 

his gallant leader, a, nil was in the act of re- 
moving it from the* field, when he received some 
severe injuries, afld was only’bavcd from de- 
struction by the resolute bravery of his men. 
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. The body of Curotoif was eventually removed, 
and interred with military honours.’ 

This distinguished sabreur was *the only 
officer in the army who carried to the scene of, 
war air-cushions, articles of great comfort, and. 

i 

the alleviators of .pain to wounded* men. ;Did 
this savour of presentiment that *hc would 
be wouuded \ Wc were present at the sale 

of the lamented officer’s effects, therefore can 

• • 

vouch for the truth of this story. 

Lord (lough, in his general ordci; to the 
• • 
army, took occasion to bestow an appropriate 

culogium on the departed hero, and co give ex- 
pression to his ■personal regret .\t.thc loss. The 
order ran thus : — “Aware of the general esteem 
and respect in which Brigadier-general Cureton 
was held by officers of all ranks wbo have 
enjoyed an opportunity of serving under his 
command, or been associated >’itk him cither 
on duty or in private life, t*ie Oommander-in- 
chief invites alAso disposed to be*in attend- 
ance to pay the l.ast honours to this excellent 
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officer,** whoso decease no officer in the army 

can 'jfioro deeply lSindVit tlian Lord Gough 
himself. 5 * Tlius Ourcton fell near tliG regiment 

i • O 

in which he had commenced his eminent mili- 
tary career — the 14th Light Dragoons. 

The 14th were exposed- to overwhelming 

* « 

numbers, and the demand on the muscular 
powers of the troops was urgent and incessant. 
Never was the advantage of a thorough know- 
ledge of the use of the sword better tested; 
and many a man felt an inward conviction 
that the constant practice of the art of sword- 
manship to which his old Coloirdhhad subjected 
him, and of which he hail oTten giievonsly 
complained, had preserved him from becoming 

food for the ravenous jack all. 

* „ 

' Thcfi*e were many -cases of individual he- 
roism oh this occasion worthy of notice. Cap- 
tain Gall, who lias distinguished himself by his 

l 

literary acquirements, made an, attempt to cap- 
ture a standard, which he descried in his front. 
It seemed an easy prey, but itlas ! its gallant 
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defender would not relinquish the • pnjcioug 
burden without a struggle. He dealt %omo 
strong and* rapid Iriows, and finally succeeded 
in nearly severing the gallant officer’s arm 
from his body. Captain Fitzgerald, son of the, 
general officer of that name, received a wouVid, 
from the effects ,of which lie died a few days 
subsequently. A Seikli cut jit him from be- 
hind; the ini war cleft the integuments of the 

• • 

skull, and left little hope of his recovery. ITe 
possessed the love and esteem of all his bro- 
ther officers. * Indeed, his death cast a gloom 
over the camp of the 14th. Captain MicMaljon 
also sustained a severe injury... Cornet the 
Honourable It. W. Clictwynd was slightly 
wounded. Upwards of fifty men were killed 
and wounded. Many of the dragoons »wcr« * 
afterwards round decapitated. 

# 

The 5th Light Cavalry flfd not escape with- 
out much loss. Whilst the gallant command- 
ing officer, Alexander, was animating* and en- 
couraging his mon^ his sword being upraised 
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in the air, a round shot hit his arm, struck the 
quartermaster-sergeant 'in the body,, and con- 

x. 

tinning its deadly course, inflicted a wound on 
Adjutant Ryley’s foot. The Colonel dropped 
from his horse, and would have fallen a sacri- 
fice to the sanguinary spirit of the enemy, who 
were almost over his body, had not the brave 
sergeant-major, an Englishman, stepped for- 
ward, and kept tlie foe at bay, till sonic troopers 
had removed their respected Colonel from his 
imminent danger. The quartermaster-ser- 
geant, an Englishman, fell dead. The Adju- 
tant, li) ley, was compelled tq quit the field, 
but the stirrup-iron had in n great measure 
mitigated the Violence of the shock. It mav 
not be out of place to mention hero, iliat the 
sergeant-major above alluded to has been 
raised to the rank of officer, llis name, if 
our memory does not fail up, is Mallet. It is 
said that one of the troopers of this corps 
achieved the capture of a standard. Lieut.-Col. 
Alexander’s arm underwent amputation ; and 
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•\?e regret to have to record <!hat he l\as $xpc- 
• * 
rienced thp most intense suffering etcr sitice, 

pieces of the bone* continually coming away. 
Lieutenant llardinge, attached to the Com- 
mander-in-chief's personal staff, and a nephew 
of Viscount llardinge, a most intrepid fjnd 
enterprising officer, sought personal distinc- 
tion, in return for which he received a trouble- 
some wound. * 

I have enumerated thfi officers who were 
destined to ado.n the casualty return for the 
action of Itaftmuggcr. The name of Captain 
Fitz Edward Bay yes, of the 3rd Dragoons, \vas 

inserted in the li^tof killed and wounded; but 

* • 

the newspaper announcement was the first in- 
timation which the gallant officer received of 
such an occtirrcnce. • * m 

As soon as the death of Colonel Cure ton 
became known, aiyl the >^th # Dragoons had 
re-appeared, in what order it is not said, after 

their gallant charges, his .ExtJcllcncy •resolved 

• 

to prohibit any further fighting for that. day. 
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Campbell’s Infantry bad remained inactive, out 
of the range ‘of the® enemy’s fire: some round 
shots, however, found their way into the 61st 
Foot. 

It will be remembered that a large part of 

the army was left behind. Lord Gough had 

left no definite orders for General Thackwell; 

but that officer, hearing the distant cannonade, 

and imagining that his assistance might be 

requisite, struck his tents early on the morning 

of the 22nd, and marched towards llamnugger. 

General Gilbert’s division moving on his right, 

and Brigadier Pope’s cavalry on his left. As 

they approached their destination, the cannon- 
) 

ade became fiercer and better maintained. 
When Sir Joseph reached the scene of ac- 
tion; 1 Lord'* Gough had ordered Sir Richmond 
Shakespeare to hasten to the front with his 
elephant battery. 

The enemy v&rc playing at long balls, but as 
their fire was harmless, his ^Excellency resolved 
to take up his ground, and oolcrs were accord- 
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ingl y given. In fact, lie felt liimself under ^the 
necessity of postponing offensive measures, till 
the hcaVy guns.and engineers department had 
arrived from Lahore. lie was compelled also 
to make a new disposition of his chief officers, 
owing to the death* of Cureton and Havelock, 
Indeed the interval between this action and 
the passage of the Ohenaub, was not devoid of 
occupation lor his Excellency. 

In consequence of the death of Colonel 
Cureton, his # Excellency having sumfnoncd 
General r fhackwell to his tent, expressed an 
earnest hope tffift he would assume the com- 
mand of the cavalry division, nowvacant by the 
Fall of the gallant Cureton. His lordship re- 
presented the difficulty he should otherwise ex- g 

■ • > * 'A w 

pericncc in finding an officer competent to dis- 
* charge that onerous and important duty. At 
the same time lie *tendcmf a # fufl explanation 
of the rea-sons winch prompted Jiim to allot the 
part of cavalry commaixlaut to Cureton, on the 
first distribution of* tho commands. Wc'havc 
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stated iReso reasons in an early part of this 
narrative. 

He was also desirous of appointing Brigadier 
Colin Campbell to a command commensurate 

with his eminent abilities. His lordship there- 

• * 

Ipre allotted the 3rd Infanfej division, vacated 
by Sir Joseph Thackwcll, to that officer, and con- 
ferred on hijn the* temporary rank of Brigadier- 
General. Campbell, now Sir Colin, appointed 
Captain Ilaytliornc of the 98th Foot, to be his 
aide-de-camp. , 

Had Lord Gough not felt an eager desire 
to 'promote Campbell to the 1 higher grade, he 

might have 'invested Brigadier Michael White 
) 

with the cavalry command. This gallant 
veteran was, in point of knowledge of his 
duties, fully equal to* the command. I f Colonel 
JohiCScott liar] been at an accessible distance,* 
doubtless lie Voulfi have Irnen ordered to join 
the army in this altered state of affairs. 

A general order* was nofr published to the 
army, appointing the socond in command, 
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Major-General Sir Josepn Tiiackweli, to a gene- 
ral superintendence of "the* camp.* The dulacs 
of daily visitin" tfie advanced picquots, and 
conducting the operations of the daily patrols, 
consequently devolved on that officer. The 
Brigadiers of the cfciy received ordcrS to submit 
their reports to Ip's Excellency through his lieu- 
tenant. The maintenance of,ordcr and cleanli- 
ness also formed a part of General Thackwcll’s 
various duties, from which lie was not released 
till the termination of the campaign. In the 
despatch of Groojcrat, Lord Gough bears testi- 
mony to this o (liver’s “ untiring cxertfons.” t 
The army utis now occupied in erecting 
■batteries on the bank of the river, which would 
cover the passage of our troops, and sweep the 
JSeikh cam]* ; the workmqn being Occasionally* 
annoyed by a shot from the enemy.. The 
Scikh cavalry howred rofyid our, camp, and 
occasionally surprised some unTortunate soldiers 
who .wandered beyond thoir Ittics, farther than 
prudence dictated.. The cavalry picquetg were 
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much harassed by continual alarms, and in too 
many instances the alarm was not .given un- 
til thc'cncniy were w'ell in retreat* .Colonel 
Mountain, whilst Brigadier of the day, distin- 
guished himself by his alacrity on one of these 
occisions. * JTc had a sharp, encounter with the 
fceikh foragers near the ford of Ghurrcc kcc 
Puttuu, who, on effecting their passage across 
the river, assailed him with small pieces of 
artillery.'" 

Colonel Penny, who had charge of the heavy 
train, was delayed two or three days by r an 
unforeseen circumstance. The- fortress of -lub- 
bur, which was situated almost between Lahore 
and Ramnugger, was discovered to be garrisoned 
by a large body of the enemy. This place the 
\TtritiJi army had passed within a few miles 
of, without being cognizant of the existence 

Some English soVliers having wainhwl too far 
beyond flic picquets foil into tlie Lunds of the enemy. 
They worq hospitably entertained, and released. Short? 
Sing took these opportunities of making overtures erf 
peace 10 Lord Gough. 



ACTION OF BAMNTjGGE^B. p5 

of such a force. Colonel Penny received direcr 
tions to lfivcl this fort with the grournj.* lie 
had fire'd, Boweyer, only.a few rounds, \f hen the 
garrison surrendered at discretion. Had not 
this detachment of Seikhs been discovered, they 
might have interrupted our communications, 
and been the source of considerable annoyance. 

It was iueontrovertibly proved at this and 
other subsequent actions, tliat the trooj>crs of 

i • < 

the Light Cavalry have no confidence in their 
swords as cflccliye weapons of defence. It 
would have been difficult to point out half 
a dozen men •who had made use * of their 
swords. On approaching the erymiy they have 
immediate recourse to their pistols, the loading 
and firing of which form their sole occupation. ‘ 
That such want of confidence must very seri- 
ously impair the efficiency of ^regular cavalry, 
may be easily imagined.** The* chief duty of 
cavalry is to penetrate and put into disorder 
masses of infantry ; find ivlien cavalry once 
come into close* collision with an enemy, the 



5 C' ACTION OF BAMNUGGER. 

sword, and the sword only, must come into 
play. The trooper* cannot in a mflee obtain 
opportunities of loading and re-loacfing his 
pistols. The instances where the Light Cavalry 
have ever entered squares or masses of infantry, 

are rare — rare, indeed. 

< * 

Very few natives ever become really re- 
conciled to the- long scat and powerless 
bit of the European Dragoons. The usual 
seat of the native is short, aud his bit so 
severe that it will almost break the horse’s 
jaw. The native horses are so vicious and 
intractable, that a strong bit is absolutely 
requisite to cnablp the rider. to control them. 
It frequently happened during this campaign, 
that some dragoons in a charge lost all control 
ffter" their horses, whilst the Scikh horsemen 
were fuming their spirited steeds in all direc- 
tions. Picture to yourself a British, or Anglo- 
Indian trooper, dashing onwards with a most 
uncontrollable liorsfi, and a Goorchurra, or 
Scikh horseman, after allowing his enemy to 
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^>ass, turning .quickly round tft deal him an ugly 

wound on the back of flic head. ,It i 4 s a 

• • • • 

of great labour to* convert a native trooper to 
the belief that? the long new-fashioned sword 
of the British Dragoon is as effective as the 
tulwar, or broad-backed curved weapon of India. ' 

Before the battle of Goojcrat ijb was thought 
advisable to restore the tulwar to the Light 
Cavalry; but we believe this was only a tem- 
porary arrangement. If the Court of Directors 
were to consult* their real interest, they would 
convert all the Light Cavalry corps into Irre- 
gulars. This change might be effected without 
• • 

any curtailment of their patronage. Let them 
retain the system of direct CaValry appoint- 
ments, and distribute the Cavalry Cadets indis- 
criminately amongst all the irregular Cavalry 
regiments. The Irregulars arc a most efficient 
body of men, armed with t!*o tulwar, which 

* • • f 

they use with wonderful dexterity; and arc 

experienced in the use of thc # lanco. They use 

• • 

the native stirrup, saddle, and bridle ; are per- • 

D 3 ’ 
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fcctly at ease on lorseback, and although skir* 
nt-lshing is their forte, they never shrink from 
single combat. 

Captain Holmes, .of the 12 th Irregulars, -was 
the admiration of the whole army on several 
occasions. In his skirmishes with the enemy, 
the mettle of his men was strikingly displayed. 
The Irregular Cavalry were conspicuous in the 
pursuit at (joojorat, always seeking opportuni- 
ties of conflict. Having witnessed the charge 
of the Scinde horse at the battle of Goojcrat, 
again su the AfFghan force cf Akram, I am 
convinced that no cavalry could have achieved 
the overthrow of the enemy in a more spi- 
rited or cflc'ttuab manner. They had confi- 
dence in their weapons and accoutrements, and 
, possessed stout hearts. 

(. r «+ 

The 9th Irregulars, under Crawford Charn- 
berlainc, earned the thanks of the Commander- 
in-chief, by some gallant skirmishes with the 
Scikh Goorchurras, who were Constantly prowl- 
ing about in quest of unprotected camck. 
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•Supported by brave and slul/il men, the officers 
of Irregulars arc encouraged to gratify tlpeir 

jt *• • • c * m 

noble tlurst for distinction. The 3rd Irregulars 
frequently signalized themselves. The young 
heroes of the Irregulars, Holmes, Crawford,* 
and Neville Chambcrlaync. Malcolm, Tait and*, 
Christie, would rcfthcr take into action 150 of 
their own men, than 300 troopers of any Light 
Cavalry regiment. Let the East India Com- 
pany devote their attention to this matter. 
The exigencies^! the times demand the reform 
of such an t expensive and useless establish-, 
meat. 

The propensity of the Seiklis to aim their 
cuts at the bacll of the head, was so unequivo- 
cally manifested on the 22nd of November, 
that it became an object of consideration tp 
the officers of the army to provide somc'^lc- 
fence, however slight, for thj precious caput. 
Some officers wrapped roll? of lihefi cloth round 
the back of tin? shako, the folds of which hung 
dow'n over their backs, ‘affording some protec-. ■ 
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tion. , T)ic officers of the Head -Quarter stalfc 
imitated the example of ‘the noble Coiumandcr- 
in-chief* who carried a head-piece made of 

ii • 

leather, partly resembling a helmet, partly 
like a jockey-cap. The leather edge hanging 
dovn behind from many of these fantastic 
chps, gave them the appearimcc of those hats 
so peculiar to the fraternity of coal-heavers. 
The cap was surmounted by a white linen 
cover, forming a defence against the solar rays. 
The Generals of Divisions and their staff, 
adopted the prevailing fashion. ’ 

The Earl of Gifford joined Lord Gough on 
his march, from Lahore to Ramnugger. lie 

•« i 

offered his services in the capacity of an aide- 
de-camp. Cheyt Sing, a Colonel of cavalry, 
W;d •brother of Uttur Sing, delivered himself 
to Lord Gough on the 28 th. 
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PASSAGE. OF THE CIIENAUB,' 

BY GENER \.L THACKWEfa. 


Tjie exclamations of joy which burst forth 

• • * 

iu the British camp when a thick cloud of 
dust on the Lahore road betrayed" the approach 
of a large force on the 30th of November, 
were loud, and heartfelt. The heavy gun.^ 
and Engineers’ park, which had quitted The 
Seikh capital some days ^previously, under the 
command of Colonel Penny, ,of the immediate 
arrival of which the army had indulged the 
•most sanguine expectations, was now*known to 
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be near at hand The ardent soul of mau T * 

• * 

a good soldier had grown impatient of the 
irksome inactivity * which had followed the 
bloody skirmish of Remnugger, and burned to 
inflict vengeance on the savage warriors, who, 
enjoying a fancied security in their partly 
wafer-girded intrenclimcnts across the river, 
took every opportunity of mocking our beards. 

When the thoughts wandered to Cureton 
and Havelock, and the host of intrepid men 
to whom no quarter had been shown, a tear 
trickled down the face </' many a stern 
dragoon, and the sword of righteous retribu- 
tion was more firmly grasped. The erection 
of the nutm'ious.' butteries, designed to com- 
mand the Khalsa camp, formed a whole- 
some occupation to a small portion of the 
army; whilst the sole excitement reserved for 
the remainder, was the occasional pursuit 
of a daring band of Goorchurras, who had 
been making a chupao , or attack on our 
camels. 
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The two days preceding w ic arrival of the 
grand convoy were occupied in 
on the system of attack which 
execution by the Commander-in-chief, as it 
was bruited about that he intended to resume 
offensive measures immediately on the appear- 
ance of the heavy train. The most venture- 
some persons ui£ed the expediency of a bold 
assault in front, main taini lig • that. the crossing 
of our infantry over the. fords, and in boats, 
woidd be attended with little difficulty under 
the cover of 911 r guns ; for they felt confident 
that a well-directed fire from our recently- 
constructed batteries would soon sweep the 
hostile bank of its boastful defenders. It was 
of no trilling importance, they contended, 
that this .pjan would enable them to derive^ 
full .advantage from a* concentrated force, 
unweakened by any detachments; and that 
when Lord Gough could* not* lfiustcr more 
than four regiments of European infantry, the 


frequent debates 
should bewput in 
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detachment of Lny number, however small, 
tvas full of danger. 

Others were of opinion -that the assault in 
front would entail a J vast sacrifice of human 
life; that boats were difficult to be obtained; 
and that the services and assistance of the 
three splendid Dragoon .regiments, which 
formed the flower and chief strength of the 
army, would be 1 lost. Moreover, that the 
enemy would assuredly enjoy the advantage 
of an unmolested flight, and the probability 
be materially strengthened, therefore, of their 
being in a position to offer further resistance 
in' the mountain-passes, if the British army 
stormed the liver in the enemy’s front. These 
disputants recommended that a strong detach- 
ment should move up the river Chcnaub, 
cross at the nearest practicable ford) and 
attack the env,my on their left flank, whilst 
his Excellency should effect a passage in the 
Scikh front. They took it for granted that 
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the enemy would be so engrossed by ting* flank 

movement, that tl^e assault in front wopld be 

attcndc’d with -.every facility. Many were of 

opinion, that our batteries would not only 

facilitate the passage of the British infantry, 

but also divert attention from the detachment 
" • • 
employed in the flank manoeuvre, till it was 

engaged with llic enemy, while the roar of the 

contending cannon would be the signal for a 

general assault. These various opinions had 

the charm of^ novelty, and were a great relief 

from the much-hackneyed subject of the late 

action. 

For days after the cvcr-memorable cavalry 
affair, which was commenced so precipitately, 
and which had its close in equal precipita- 
tion — (for most assuredly the gallant Ffth, 
finding themselves unsupported in the middle 
of thousands, precipitately* retreated, glad to 
extricate themselves in any way out of the 
dangerous trap into which tfiey had been so 
gallantly led) — lor days afterwards, I repeat, 
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the Various incidents of that celebrated skir- 
mish' formed the a'd-absorbing topic of con- 
versatidn. Soon, however, conversation was 
directed into a new clianncl. 

The arrival of the heavy guns on the 30th 

November was immediately followed by an im- 

♦ r # • ’ 
portant consultation, which took place in the 

Oominandcr-in-dvef’s tent. It may not be 

out of place to remark that the tent of his 
« * 

Excellency was most superb, adorned with 
glass jvindows, and the ipost unlike the 
domicile which Sir Charles Napier has indi- 
cated as the best suited for a' soldier on taking 
the field. N.o one was more anxious than the 
noble Baron himself to strike a decisive blow 
in the least possible time. The batteries had 
bGGu completed, and were now ready for the 
heavy guns. The feelings of his Excellency 
were in favour of 1 an attack on the enemy's 
left flank by a British detachment, which 
would effectually intercept the retreat of the 
Seiklis, whilst he made an assault in front. 
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It is said that* lie was at first inclined* to*Ordqr 
a grand attack bj^ the whole army in, front, 
but th&t Certain members of his stsfff con- 
vinced him of the inexpediency, if not danger, 
of such a proceeding. 

The council was chiefly engaged in an 
* • • 
examination of .the reports on the different 

fords near llamnugger which had been 

submitted by the Quartermaster-general. 

• • 

The selection of a ford which would offer 
no formidable obstacle to the passage of 
the detachment became a matter of the 
greatest importance. The success or failure 
of the enterprise depended on the feasibility 
of the ford chosen. Lord Gough was to time 
his own movements from the hour on which 
the detachment might bo enabled to cros3“Khe 
river. From the nature of the reports pre- 
sented, many maintained* that* his lordship 
arrived at a too Jiasty decision. The Quarter- 
master-general himself being m a most infirm 
state of health, had been utterly unable to 
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make an inspection of the fords in person. 
He had therefore confided that most' important 
duty to subordinates, who, in conjunction with 
the chief Engineer, were supposed to have made 
the survey. But they having been prevented, 
by the nature of the stream, and the prox- 
imity of the'enemy, from acquiring a minute 
knowledge of the capabilities of the fords in 
question, accompanied their report with the 
expression of much doubt, though the bias of 
it was decidedly in favour of the practicability 
of Runnee Khan kee Puttun. 

.The three fords between ‘the British camp 
and Wuzeei;abad were, Ghirrco kee Puttun, 
about eight miles distant; Runnee Khan kee 
Puttun, and Alice Shore kee Chuck, about 
thhieen miles from Ramnugger. There was 
also a ford at Wuzeerabad, which was about 
twcnty-fou:» "miles* from Ramnugger. The 
officers of the Quartermaster’s department 
employed in the work, of inspection directed 
their- chief attention to Rtmnee Khan kee 
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Puttun and Allee Slierc kco Cluick. * But, as 

wo have before said, ‘(ftremnstantes conspired 

% # 

against* their making a very accurate* report. 
On this report, however, so deficient in detail, 
his lordship determined to act. That the fords 
were not subjcctccHo a more minute scrutiny, 
in which the holiest authorities* should have 
actively participated, was afterwards deeply 
lamented. 

In the nomination of an officer to command 

the detachment, the choice fell on the second 

• • 

in command, ^lajor-Gcneral Sir Joseph Thack- 
wcll, Avho had taken a prominent piftt in # all 
the previous campaigns, and was supposed to 
be thoroughly conversant with the tactics of 
native armies. Lord Gough designates him, 
in his ever-memorablo despatch, as*“an cSber* 
of much experience in India.” It may not be 
generally known frhat this tofficor was engaged 
in the stirring scenes of the Peninsula, and lost 
his left arm, which was ampuftitcd close to the 
shoulder, at the battle of Waterloo. 
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Tl'c fprcc appointed to make’ this diversion 
on the encirfy’s left flank consisted of three 
troops of Horse Artillery (those of Christie, 
Iluish, and Warner), two native light field-bat- 
teries (those of Austin and Kindlesidc), two 
18-pounders, under Captain Robinson; 3rd 
.Light Dragoons, 5th and 8th Light (Native) 
Cavalry, 3rd and 1 2th Irregular Cavalry, Her 
Majesty’s 24tli and Gist Regiments of Foot; 
the 25th, 31st, 3Gth, 4Gth, and 5Gtli Regi- 
ments of Native Infantry, aim lour companies 
of 22nd Native Infantry. The Pontoon Train 
was also to accompany the- force. The in- 
structions of his Excellency were explicit. 
He direetdd Sir Joseph to leave camp that 
night at one o’clock, for Runnce Khan kee 
Pot tun, t6 cross the ford at that place if 
practicable (for there was a doubt on the sub- 
ject), and to march down without delay on the 
Seikh intrenchmcnts. He suggested the ad- 
visableness of the detachment proceeding to 
the Wuzccrabad ford, in the event of that 
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of Runnce Khan kee Puttuu being pnpracti- 

cable. Jo provide ' ‘still further seourity 

| • 

against, tlic miscarriage of this scheme, the 
cliief of those intelligent officers (on whose 
statements his Excellency placed reliance when 
considering the capabilities* of the different 
fords), was to be dispatched with* this force. * 
It may be asked by some persons, why did 
not his lordship avail himself of the conti- 
guity of Ghurrco kee Puftiin. The objection 
urged to the crossing of the troops at that 
place was tlie'pvobability of the enemy being in 
force there to dj spate the passage. This ford 
ofFered a great advantage in one respect — the 
shortness of the distance from Ramnugger. So 
favourable for the transit of an army did this 
ford appear to some, that a Calcutta wx^cr* 
has insisted that it was his Excellency’s inten- 
tion" that the detachment tiJjoulcL li^ive crossed 
there. The writer is in a position to state, 
however, that such an .idea never, entered 
liis lordship’s mind. The proximity of 
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the , .enemy had terrors which • could not be 

«r 

overcome. ^ ; , 

Orders were given to the Commissariat to 
issue provisions for two days to the troops. 
The detachment was ordered to move in 
light marching order, and no camels or 
baggage not absolutely necessary were to 
accompany the force. But alas ! the camels 
which had escaped the ban of proscription, 
their aid being absolutely necessary, formed an 
apparently interminable line. 

In order that the march of this force should 
be enveloped in secrecy, and that the ford 
chosen for its passage should be reached early 
in the day, orders were issued to the troops 
above named to assemble on the right flank of 
th/i.. encampment of the 3rd Dragoons at 1 
o’clock a.m., on the 1st of December. This 
point of assembly was on the road to Wuzccr- 
abad. The cavalry and horse artillery were 
at the place of rendezvous at the appointed 
hour; but the infantry division of Brigadier- 
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General Colin Campbell did not effect a junc- 
tion till after tliree o’clock. It was reported 
that they* became % entangled and confused in 
the intricacies of the encampment. This delay, 
however, was very serious, and endangered the 
success of the expedition. It would appear to 
have been a great niereliction of duty, that ar^ 
rangements were not made for the prevention 
of a similar mistake, by thG appointment of 
an experienced man to conduct this division 
through the labyrinth of canvass. The Quarter- 
mas ter-Gcnera # l of the division was a •young 
ensign, who had to thank the closeness of his 
connexion by family ties with the Quarter- 
master-General of the Indian army, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Garden, for his good fortune. 

When the detachment was once in motion, 
the progress was as rapid as the broken nature 
of the ground, destitute of a gogd road, would 
admit. The creeping, snail-like pace, however, 
which characterized the movement of the 
Pontoon traiu, considerably impeded* the ra- 
pid advance of the column by the occasional 

E 
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long lialjis necessary to enable them to close 

The reader will believe t]aat as tlfb road lay 
near the bank of the river, tlip abSonflc of all 
unnecessary noise was a most desirable object. 
But if the hostile camp was not made fully 
/cognizant of the movement which was taking 
place on our bank, it was not the fault of our 
camp followers, ,rho created the greatest ima- 
ginable uproar. One writer describing this 
march observes, — “ We commenced our march 

amid v the most distracting sounds.” It is 

■* 

known that the Major-general made frequent 

f 

efforts to suppress the tumult of voices, but 
in vain ; and a summary chastisement to the 
noisy villains would have been well deserved. 
The bellowing of the camels was a sufficient 
ottcncc to the sense of hearing, without the 
additional uproar of human voices. 

The foice did not reach its destination till 
after 1 1 a.m. The head of .the column being 
out of sight of the river, Sir Joseph with his 
Staff rode down to the river’4 edge to make a re- 
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connoissanee. The Chenab here consists of four 
* • « 
branches or channels,. pno^ bcjoijd the other. 

The sand-lbanks bordering and dividing these 
streams are insecure; moreover the river here 
is notorious for its numerous quicksands, the 
danger of which is proverbial. A large party 
of the enemy were? now descried posted for tht 
protection of th£ ford. Lieutenant Paton, the 
officer of the Quartermaster "gencmls depart- 
ment, ordered by his Excellency to accompany 
the force, immediately proceeded to make 
another attempt io ascertain its capabilities, 
lie had not been absent three hours jrhen he 
presented his report to the General, in which 
he declared one of the branches - to be very 
deep, with a shifting bottom. This was bad, for 
guns cannot be dragged through a # ford con- 
taining water to the depth of four feet with 
safety, much loss through such a stream as that 
at Runncc Khan Kce Puttui^ Our artillery 

would not have tteen able to c<^ver the passage 

• • 

of tli6 British infantry^ for the bank on the 

• # # 

other side of the river was out of range of sight 

E 2 



76 • PASSAGE OP 

and shot “ That cumbrous appendage ” of an 
drmy, the Pontoon tram, could not be con- 
verted into use, as it wr?s too short; the 
sands, moreover, were too loore and varying, 
to admit of the train being securely fixed in 
them. 

i Sir Joseph hereupon consulted the officers 
around him, as to what steps they deemed it 
expedient for liiiii to take. Brigadier-General 
Campbell, second in command, and an officer 
of Peninsula experience, represented the expe- 
diency of an immediate ret'irn to camp. His 
arguments, that all the plans of the Chief were 
now frustrated by the impracticability of the 
ford, and that new arrangements were ren- 
dered necessary, were not without reason. If the 
troops should proceed onwards to AVuzeerabad, 
their absence front head-quarters would be 
protracted so long, as to leave ground for ap- 
prehension that ' their provisions would be 
exhausted before they could rejoin the main 
army. * Besides, there was a probability of 
the troops being seriously distressed by the 



THE CHENAB.' 


77 

i 

long march. • A doubt also existed 4s tp the 

• 

feasibility of crossing Hie JVuzccrabad fowl. 

Aftty weighing all the arguments pra et con, 
the General determined to avail himself of the 
alternative left him of testing the Wuzccrabad 
passage. Lieutenant Nicholson, an assistant 
to the President of Lahore, who Was attached 
as chief civil authority to the detachment, 
informed Sir Joseph that a large'body of his 
irregular horse, Pat than#, lidld seventeen boats 
in their possession on the river near the above- 
named town, Vhich night prove serviceable in 
the passage of the troops. It woitld have 
been hazardous for those boats to undertake 
a journey down the river to Runnee-Khan Kee 
Puttun, as the banks were infested with the 
enemy. 

The troop& had taken advantage of the time 
devoted to the e^aminatioji of.tl^e fords to 
enjoy a meal, rendered more 'welcome by the 
fact that they had not tested any fqpd since 
the preceding night. Unless the troops. had 
embraced this opportunity of recruiting ex- 
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liausted nature, the results of the march would 
have . been more alarmingly discernible at the 
close of the day. 

Evening had cast its sombre 'mantle around 
us before the troops reached the sands adja- 
cent to the ferry and ford. It fell to our lot 
to witness the fall of many an apparently 
robust man to the ground in a fainting state. 
Their physical powers were not proof against 
the fatigue of so unusually long a march under 
an Eastern sun. These poor men were con- 
signed' to doolies, which offered a most grateful 
asylum. 

In the mazes of the various small channels 
and pools of wrftcr scattered through the 
sands many a regiment lost its way. These 
ncyor-ciidhg pieces of water, and the increasing 
darkness of the evening, interposed a serious 
difficulty in tile way of our finding the ford 
and ferry. Wo extricated ourselves with the 
greatest difficulty from the general confusion, 
after having waded through ijiany pools. The 
knowledge of the fact that quicksands were 



THE CHBNAB. 


*79 

ft 

frequently to Jbe met with in this spot, dijjl not 
allay the general uncaSinese. 

The .boats were capacious and well adapted 
for the transportation of guns ; and the 6th Bri- 
gade of Infantry and some guns were con- 
veyed across the ferry without delay. The 
Patthan cavalry assured us of the exemptioft 
of the right bank, even from the signs of an 
enemy. Major Tait, 3rd Irregulars, a most 
excellent officer, lost no 'titne in guiding his 
corps across the* ford. The stakes with which 
the passage ^as "indicated formed a security 
against danger ^>ut, in spite of that* precau- 
tionary step, two. or three suwars, or troopers, 
found a watery grave. Imprudence forced 
many a man outside the stakes ; and, before 
long, many'of these were unintentionally dis- 
placed by the horsemen struggling between 
their confines. 

Brigadier Eckford, with the 3rd Infantry 
Brigade, had waded through the river pre- 
viously to the passage* of the 3rd Irregulars. 
He* halted between th^ second and third - 



80 


' PASSAGE OP 


brandies- of the stream for the night, being dc- 
terrqd possibly by $10 prevailing haziness from 
completing the passage. The disappearance of 
many of the stakes rendered it advisable, that 
the rest of the force should bivouac on the left 
bank, and defer their crossing till the morrow. 

( - The 3rd < Dragoons picqueted their horses 
along the river bank. 

The night was bitterly cold. The cold was 
so intense, indeed, that it prevented many a 
wearied soldier from obtaining a snatch of re- 
pose. ' The Major-General partook of a meal 
offered him by the officers of the 3rd Dragoons, 
of which he had been Senior Lieutenant-colo- 
nel, and passed the chilly night in their com- 
pany. Fires blazing here and there mitigated 
thg severity of the weather. During the night 
an alarm was raised on the other side of the 
river, and seteral shots proclaimed the -vigi- 
lance of the sentinels; but these fears were 
groundless. ,v 

The 6 th Brigade laboured .under severer pri- 
vations than the tftops on the left bank, for 
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they were destitute of their provisions and 
cooking utensils. When Jheir baggage-camels 
reached the river side, the darkness was too 
great to admit*of their crossing that night. If 
those who were so unfortunate were able to 
kindle fires, it was as much /is they could do. 

The morning 5f the 2nd of Pecember wsts 
marked by the hiost energetic exertions. The 
guns were embarked in the seventeen boats, 
together with the rest of .the infantry. 

Lieutenant jColoncl Grant, of the Horse 
Artillery, and Captain Baird Smith, ei%meers, 
distinguished themselves by their unremitting 
efforts to transport the guns across the ferry in 
the least possible space of time. The guns were 
rolled into the boats on planks. This process 
proved tedious. The cavalry and # the horses* 
of the artillery then moved across the ford, the 

stakes having been re-arj*angcd. The horses 

• • • • 

often got out of their depth* and the waters 

reached above tlie knees of thg riders, who had 

• • 

been ordered to divest themselves of their over- 
• . 
all^. From this it will be seen that there would. 

E 3 
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have been no chance of the guns finding a safe 
passage acrossdhis fo,rd.,‘Thc Major-general, in 
his despatch rather understates the real quantity 
of water, for ho estimates the depth of this ford 
at three feet ten inches. The pontoon train could 
not have answered any useful purpose here. 
It was a dead weight on eur hands. This 
machine, the 12th Irregular Cavalry, two guns 
of No. 1 0, light field battery, two companies of 
the 22nd Native Trocps, and the two eighteen- 
pounders which had been sent to cover our 
passage in the event of any opposition, returned 
to head-quarters in pursuance of his Excellency’s 
instructions. Captain Gabbett, the aide-de- 
camp sent by Lord Gough to bring him back 
information as to the exact time of Thackwcll’s 
completing, the passage, on witnessing the safe 
transit of the whole detachment, also returned 
to hcad-quartcM. t 

At the earnestorequest of the gallant second 
in command, the, Major-general kindly permit- 
ted the sepoys to take their dinner before 
their march. It is a well-known fact in Indjan 
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warfare thaf the sepoy always fights qpd 
marches best on a fyll ^tomaqji. Therefore, 
the advisablencss of this pabular preparation 
was unquestionable. But it caused consider-* 
able delay. 

The sun had passed the yieridian t#> hours** 
before the British troops were, in progress. 
They were compelled to keep up a communica- 
tion with the river, for despatches from his Ex- 
cellency were expected to arrive. Order of battle 
was now formed. The three brigades marched 
in brigade celunms of companies, half distance 

left in front, at deploying intervals. White’s 

• • 

brigade of cavalry moved on our right flank 
with strong flanking parties and rear guards ; 
the 3rd Irregulars flanked our left, carrying 
their patrols down to the river. The do-* 
tachment reached Doorcwal at nightfall, a 
distance of twelve miles from ihe Wuzecrabad 
ferry. 

Before evening a Shooioor* Suwar, or camel 
rider, bearing a letter’from the Commander-in- 
chjef, made his salaam. The communication 
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in his. lordship's handwriting.. He desired 
Sir Joseph to, attach tji® left of the enemy’s 
position, early on the following day ; stating 
that he was in anxious expectation of being 
enabled to alford him assistance by a simulta- 
neous fttack on tljc front of the enemy’s posi- 
tion. lie added, that tho opening of Sir 
Joseph’s fire would be the signal for his own 
attack ; aml4hat he was in secret treaty with 
some Seikh boatmen for some boats, at present 
moored under the hostile guns, but which he 
full}' expected would be iu his possession be- 
fore many hours had passed. Amongst other 
matters, he remarked that lie had been led to 
entertain every expectation that certain of the 
Seikh regiments, the Poorbeas, corrupted by 
,the influence of British gold, would come over 
to us immediately on the opening of our artil- 
lery. The Maj os-general submitted this import- 
ant communication to the consideration of the 
numerous staff-officers around him. 

The repose of the tioops was unmolested, 
and the next morning, Sunday, the 3rd of Pe- 
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comber, witnessed the march of the British de- 

• • , 

tacliment towards the*$ei^h intrenchmenjs in 
the same order of battle as on the preceding day. 
A general wish pervaded the force that the 
issue of the expedition would bo soon decided ; 
for the troops experienced .much annoyance 
from the want of*thcir tents and provisions? 
The defeat of thfc enemy would, they imagined, 
place them nearer the desired objects, shelter 
and food. Tt was hoped that* the sudden assault 
of this detachment, though numerically very 
weak, aided by *tho simultaneous attack of 
Lord Gough, would bo attended with ijomplete 
success. 

Everything was in favour of ah immediate 
engagement, when another communication from 
his Excellency interrupted our advance, before 
the troops had progressed a distance of six 
miles. Ho prohibited tb e .Maj ov-gencral from 
courting collision with the enemy till reinforced 
by the infantry brigade of G<jdby, which was 

to cross, without delay, *tho ford at Ghurrcekee 

• • 

Puttun. The letter betrayed the existence of 
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much anxiety in his lordship’s mind about the 
fate , of the .dctaclvmoRt. It represented his 
own inability to render any aid; but he pro- 
mised to send the 9th Lancer'S and the 14th 
Dragoons across this ford, if the passage was 
feasible. 

* The Major-general now moved up the force 
to some villages almost on a line with the ford, 
where the reinforcements were expected to cross. 
Immediately on the ‘receipt of the despatch he 
had instructed a wing of the -56th Native In- 
fantry, and two ressalahs ofthctlrd Irregulars, 
under Major Tait, to secure the ford, towards 
which a large body of the Seikh cavalry were 
seen advancing. 1 The securing of this ford 
became now a matter of overwhelming import- 
ance. Patrols and scouts were sent towards 
the Seikh intrenchmcnts, the exact distance of 
which from US' was ,uot known. 

• 1 t * 

The troops new fell out ; some partook of a 
scanty repast, whilst others surrendered them- 
selves to sleep. Thcrfe were three villages in 
our front, almost in a line, which were occu- 
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pied by our advanced guards. Thfcy were 

* • # • 

named, Tarwalla, Rutftee, • and Kamookbail. 
The village, of Sadoolapore, from whioih the 
ensuing action derived its name, was in our 
rear. The general himself proceeded a short 
distance in the direction of the ford, to 
obtain early intelligence of the progress of* 
Godby. 

An ignorant writer, in a Calcutfa publica- 
tion, has declared that Thnckwell went down 
to the river, in order to inform Godby that a 
large body of the enemy had appeared in sight. 
Such a statement, has absurdity stamped on 
the very face of it. About this time I passed 
near a worthy brigadier, who, seated under a 
tree in front of his brigade was partaking of a 
substantial breakfast. On my suggesting the 
probability of r.n engagement taking place be- 
fore the evening, he , shook his hctl$, ^declaring 
that it was a pity that the sanctity of the Sab- 
bath should bo so grievously violated. He had 
always been remarkable fo‘r his marked deference 
to religious obligations. We were reclining on 
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the grass, enjoying a biscuit ai^d a weak glass 
of ferandy-and-watgr (Jno other beverage being 
procurable, and the brackish water taken alone 
proving more than injurious), when a cannon- 
ball fell near us. Wo were between the British 
line and the villages above named. It was 
1 difficult to. believe that this shot was fired by 
the enemy, for the scouts and patrols had raised 
no alarm ■ of their approach. The Patthan 
irregular horse, -headed by the indefatigable 
Nicholson himself, were immejdiately out in all 
directions in quest of information. The shots 
rapidly increased, and no doubt could any 
longer exist that it was the enemy who were 
showering on Us such rough tokens of their 
attention. The first impression of many was 
that tlic^e shots proceeded from the other side 
of the river, hurled forth from British guns. 

We must sot onjit to state that in the course 
of the morning* a Seikh horseman had tendered 
submission to jis, and informed Nicholson that 
it was the design of the foe to attack our flanks 
with his cavalry. Orders had been accordingly 
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given to Brigadier White to send out strong 

patrols to the front to provide against surprise! 

• * • 

On the first intimation of the proximity # of the 
enemy, the troops stood to arms. Sir Joseph, 
warned of the close vicinity of the Scikhs by 
the firing, was soon with his detachment. The 
troops were deployed into line. The advanced* 
guards being too* much a-licad to receive sup- 
port, fell hack. There was so much sugar-cane 
of a considerable height immediately in front 
of the British • lino, and contiguous to the 
villages, that nt Tv as calculated to shidld the 
enemy against our fire, while it furnished them 
with advantageous positions for successfully 
assailing us. 

In order to gain a respectable distance from 
this dangerous covert, the general ordered the 
line to fall back about two hundred yards. 
The • advantage of a clear froist, which was 
secured in some measure by* this movement 
may be easily conceived. But $ic enemy, who 
were rapidly advancing,* interpreted this retro- 
gad* manoeuvre into a retreat, the result of 
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cowardifie. Their shouts of “ Feringhee bagh- 
jatev ” or ‘ the EngJisir'are running,’ were dis- 
tinctly heard. The day was now q,n tfyc wane, 
it being about half past two, t>.M. The Seikh 
array became gradually developed, and before 
long the plantations of sugar-cane seemed to 

f 

‘swarm with «human beings." The tomtoms, dis- 

ff 

cordant cow-lioms, and wild yells of defiance, 

heard at intervals during an occasional lull of 

the loud thunder off artillery imparted a strange 

novelty to the scene. The numerous batteries 

of the* enemy, and even the gufmers manning 

them, were full in view. 

• * « 

Sir Joseph ordered the infantry to throw 
themselves down oil the ground, a precaution 
which saved the life of many a man. When a 
ball occasionally fell into the line, it scarcely 
ever destroyed more than one life. In the 
Peninsula^ it* was £he custom, we believe, to 
direct the men to lie down in columns of com- 
l?knies. 4 Now,* though regiments do not thus 
present such a long front to, the enemy as in a 
line after deployment ; yet when a ball outers 
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tho depth of a •column of companies, it? creates 
great havoc, mowing ’down one* man after 
another.. 

In exact accordance with the information 
previously received, the Scikhs precipitated 
large bodies of Goorchurras on. our flanks, with 

r* 

tho view of penetrating to the rear and cutting 
off the baggage. The 3rd Dragoons, -8th Ca- 
valry, and Major Christie’s troop* of Horse 
Artillery, checked tho advance of the enemy on 
our right flank, while Captain Warner’s troop 
of Horse Artillery, and the 3rd Irregular 
Cavalry, supported by the 5th Light Oavalry 
thwarted their efibflrts on our left. The enemy 
■were in such numbers, that the brigades of 
Eokford and Hoggan were extended in order 
to prevent our being out-flanked. 'Captain 
Iluish’s Artillery troop and the battery of 
Austin took up positions near our '^igty brigade 
of infantry, whilst the battery* of Ivindles^e 
stationed between the brigades »f Eckford aa9 
Hoggan on our left, inflicted great damage, on 
the enemy. The skifmishers of the 3rd Dra- 
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goons sought opportunities of. useful conflict 
with the enemy, a*d csO overpowering was the 
fear they inspired that the Goorphupras de- 
clined any further encounters. The practice 
of Christie’s troop was excellent, and never 
was it more cloarly demonstrated that slirap- 
' nell, when directed with precision, is one of the 
most formidable and effectual inventions of 
recent times. The large number of Seikhs 
stretched lifeless near the spots on which their 
guns had been posted, with arms and legs 
completely torn from their bodies, testified to 
the deadly effect of the shrapnel!. 

The high bank of the river Clienab, and a 
nullah, or dry watercourse, afforded some 
advantage to the enemy on our left. A plan- 
tation of sugar-cane, occupied by the enemy 
in thick clusters, moreover, was more conti- 
guous to^ftkford’s front than could have been 
a^peeablc to that officer. 

• The fire of, the British artillery was very 

4 

accurate, as might have been perceived from 
the occasional confusion near the Khalsa.guns, 
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caused by the upset of a gun or waggon, and 
the destruction of several gunners at *a fime,* 
• so that in two hours the fire of the enemy 
slackened, and symptoms of wavering appeared. 
Our gunners had the greatest possible induce- 
ment to ply their guns with rapidity, for the 
enemy directed thejr chief fire against them ; ( 
the infantry being protected by their recum- 
bent posture. 

As the Seikli fire began to slacken, another 
letter from his Excellency was received. Ilis 
Lordship left, Sir, Joseph free to act his 
judgment might dictate. It was now left to 
his option, whether lie should advance against 
the enemy or not,’ without the reinforcements 
of Godby. Owing to unforeseen difficulties, 
Godby had, as yet, been unable to effect a 
crossing. 

Sir Joseph consulted his chief ^officers as to 
the expediency of an advance on TSlicre Sing's 
position. • The o'nly officer who was at all dis- 
ppsed'in favour of an advdnee was the’ gallant 
but jll-fated Pemiycuick, than whom a ihorc 



• c 

94 PASSAGE OP . 

ardent and generous soldier never lived. Re- 

* quitscM in pace! Put the reasons which 

prompted Tliackwell to defer the Advance till 

next morning were obvious. NightVas rapidly 

approaching ; the enemy were still to be seen 

in front ; the three villages formed a strong 
* 

position, aud the nature of the ground in their 

£ 

rear was unknown to us. There was a report 
that a deep nullah was on our left front. 
It had also been asserted, that the ground 
between the Seikli entrenchments and the vil- 
lages Jn question was only a continuation of 
the sugar-cane. With wluit they might be 
now occupied was a mystery. If the Seikh 
entrenchments had been close to the villages, 
we should, in all probability, have been 
brought under the lire of the euemy’s batte- 
ries, which at that late hour of the day would 
have been anything but pleasant. Shore Sing 
was able lo^bring his whole resources to bear 
against us, his Excellency being unable, accord- 
ing to his own letter, to lend a helping hand ; 
and the troops were far from being in that fresh 
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* condition in which they marcliccf out of our 
head-quarters camp at Ramnugger. Tho dis-. 

*• f t » m 

• proportion* between the two armies was ano- 
ther mitttcl for consideration. The JJfajor- 
general had only two regiments of English 
infantry to oppose to the Buunoo troops, the 
flower of the Seikh .army. 

Four regimente of British foot, and three 
of English cavalry, effected very Jjttle a few 
days afterwards against the same chieftain. 
Besides the detachment sent to the ford to 

O 

cover the passage yf Godby’s Brigade, % large 
body also was detached to protect the baggage 
in the rear. The* farce sent with Thackwell was 
not half of the grand army, and thoroughly 
inadequate to the task afterwards imposed on 
it. Sir Joseph, never apprehending that the 
enemy would commit themselves to precipitate 
flight, indulged the hope that he should be en- 
abled to resume hostilities *on fhe* morrow. 
The troops were not unwilling to obtain the 
refreshing rest now sccyrcd them ; those who 
had been deprived* of their morning meal Bow 
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sought to satisfy the craviDgs of hunger ; and 

"piccfuets were thrown out and every vigilance 

was exercised. 

\ 

Early in the night a loud barking of dogs 
was heard, no doubt caused by the sudden 
flight of the foe, who, having entirely deserted 
their entrenchments, proceeded to occupy a 
new position on the River Tkcluin, in the mid- 
dle of a dense j Angle. 

The casualties were not so many as might 
have been expected- Twenty-one men and 
thirty-three horses were killed; fifty-one men 
and thirty-three horses wounded. The artil- 
lery sustained considerable loss. 

The horse of dhc commanding officer of the 
24th Foot, Major Harris, who afterwards lost 
his life at the battle of Ohillianwallah, was 
killed under him. * An orderly snwar had his 
brains blowp out close to the general, whilst 
the horse of an infantry officer, Nicholson, who 
was also in attendance on Thackwell, was killed 
under him. Another infantry officer attached 
to the general was dismounted from his pony 
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* by a roun#shot. The ball grazed the pony’s 
nose; and the startled^ ayimal gave such a* 

• violent shake that the gallant officer fell off. 

• • / 

Lieutenants WaJtson, Garstin, and Gibbings 

received wounds ; and Captain Austin was badly 
cut in an arm. 

» 

It would have beton difficult to obtain an ac- ■ 
curate statement of the loss of the enemy; but 
the plots of sugar-cane were Ifilled *vith Seikh 
corpses. The wells had al^o. been polluted by 
the carcases of defunct Seikhs, much to the 

c 

disgust of the pool* villagers ; and many the 

dead and wounded had been carried a\^ay by 

• * 

the fugitives. 

The enemy had employed their’licavy guns 
against us ; for several eighteen-pound shots 
were discovered on the field. Thc # perseve- 
rance and rapidity with which the Seikh gun- 
ners fired for nearly two hours, ip> spite of our 
terrific cannonade, reflected £h<j greatest credit 
on them. 

w 

. Christie and Kindleside 'entitled themselves 

• # • 

to the particular commendation of the Major- 

F 
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General. The gunners of the Utter officer, 
“ the* Nativq, proved .themselves equal, if not 
superior, in the accuracy and steadiness of 
their fire, to their European comrades. 

I have omitted to mention an incident 
which is not destitute of interest. Towards the 
close of the cannonade, Sip* Joseph, being on the 
left flank of the force, instructed a staff officer to 
inform Brigadier White, an old veteran, whose 
hair had long before grown grey in the service, 
that he might charge the enemy’s guns if any 
opportunity offered ; but ‘this, gallant officer 
had np opportunity afforded him. 

It appears that Godby encountered the 
greatest difficulties in his attempts to cross the 
ford. The water was found too deep to admit 
of the tfoops wading through it. That insuf- 
ferable nuisance and impediment, the pontoon 
train, could rot be fixed; and boats formed the 

i 4 | i. 

last resource. , About 5 l\M. the work of em- 
barkation commenced: The 2nd Bengal Eu- 
ropeans were the first* to enter the boats. By 
eight o’clock on the night of the 3rd, the whole 
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corps reached, the right bank of the river, 
where they bivouacked* {luring thc,night. 'Thcf 

rest of the brigade, the 70th and 45th Native 

• • • 

Infantry, were transported on the 4th. At 
nine o’clock a.m. the brigade proceeded to 
join Tliaekwcll. The 14th Dragoons had 
gone down to the 'ford, but finding that the * 
passage was full of danger, returned to the 
Chief’s camp. The annoyance of Godby’s 
brigade at having been precluded from the 
glory of participating in the action by cul- 
pable mismanagement, may be readily ima- 
gined. 

, . • 

'flic proceedings of his Excellency on tilt 

other side should now be detailed. On the 
1st, working parties from the 2nd Europeans 
threw up a new battery for two 24 -pounders, 
three mortars, and four’ 8-incli howitzers. 

This new battery Mas in the immediate front 

* * • * • 

. of another raised some days previously. Im- 
mediately on receiving intelligence that Sir 
Joseph Tliaekwcll had* crossed the river, his 
Excellency opened a heavy fire on the enemy’s 
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batteries and encampment, 'flic Seikh guns 
offered a ftynt rc^sUpico. The width of the 

river was so considerable that Sir Richmond 

• * * 

Shakespeare and Major Mo watt found it diffi- 
cult to silence the enemy. The British fire, 
however, created some confusion in the nearest 
portion of. the Ivhalsa ciimp ; for the tents 
adjacent to the rivers bank ‘were soon struck, 
and the enemy withdrew to the distance of 
two miles. * , 

On the night of the 2nd, flic batteries and 
breastwork were pushed tb the bank of the 
river, ,the principal ford of which was now 
commanded. On the ilrd, the 2nd Europeans 
were again employed in erecting two batteries 
and a breastwork of three hundred yards. 
This brejastwork was within one hundred and 
fifty yards of the river. On this day a pro- 
found sileneo pervaded the Seikh camp op- 
posite to our batteries, and nothing was to be 
seen! It was ^surmised that the whole Seikh 
army under Shore Sing in person had proceeded 
against Thackwell. There were apparently no 
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guns left behind to cope with Lord .Gough 
and his batteries. Ilis Lprdgliip continued The 
'cannonade and demonstration on the 2nd and 
3rd, with the view of diverting the attention of 
the enemy from the flank movement.. But, alas! 
he was expending powder and shot on deserted 
mud walls. It appeared that the batteries 
were constructed *at a much greater distance 
from the enemy’s camp than necessary. 

On the night of the 3rd, C$p.tain.Robbins, one 
of the most enterprising men in the British 
camp, subjected, the® fords and opposite bank to 
a minute inspection, and concluded that the 
enemy had decamped. This excellent officer,* 
attached to the 15th Regiment Native In- 
fantry, but iMrc qualified to discharge the 
duties of a Quartermaster-General than most 
moil, immediately communicated his impres- 
sions . to his Excellency, who dispatched the 
chief engineer. Major Tremcnlyccre, Quarter- 
masters, and a party, to ascertain the truth of 
this statement. All doubt* having been re- 
movojf, Major-General Sir Walter Raleigh 
Gilbert was sent across the river on the morn- 
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ing of .the 4th with the 9th .Lancers, 14th 
Light Dragoons, and, -horse artillery, to co- 
operate with Sir Joseph TliackwelHn the pur- ' 
suit of the retreating foe. 

On the. morning following the action of 
Sadoolapore, Sir Joseph pursued the enemy 
with the 3rd Dragoons '■and other cavalry. 
The infantry, who received permission to take 
their morning repast, followed as soon as pos- 
sible. The necessity of the sepoys eating what- 
ever little they could collect ..in the shape of 
food, us I have previously observed, was always 
acknowledged, although the delay was often 
annoying. General Thackwell made a march 
to a small village on the Jullalpore road, about 
twelve miles from the Ramnug^r ford where 
he was joined by Gilbert's carafry and horse 
artillery. Some of the troops engaged in this 
pursuit passed the whole day marching without 
food. One writer states, (but with what truth we 
cannot say,) th^t several sepoys remained with- 
out food for two days. : The troops did not catch 
a glimpse of the flying Seikhs that day. from 
the statement of villagers it was gleaned that 
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" the enemy had retreated to the Jheium # and by 
the Jullalpore and Piud Dadun Khan ‘roads. - 
'Several wounded Scikhs were found hopelessly 

• • I f 

stretched on the, ground, abandoned to their 
fate. It was reported that Sir.dar Shere 
Sing was severely wounded, and Lall Sing 
killed- 

Surgeon Wirgman of the 14th Dragoons 
was conspicuous for his lium!lnity pn this oc- 
casion. Whatever wounded .Sci^lis he found, 
he conveyed to his own hospital, where their 
wants were supplied, and their comforts at- 
tended to. This conduct should be placed on 
record, because mercy was a rare quality in 
those times. 

On the morning of the 5 th, Sir Joseph 
arrived at Ilcylah, whence he despatched the 
9th Lancers, 5th Cavalry, laud Iluisli troop of 
Horse Artillery along the Jullalpore road, 
under the command* of Majdr # IIo*pc* Grant of 
the former corps. They entered the jungle, 
and h&d not proceeded* eight miles when two 
larg§ bodies of Seikhs appeared in their front. 
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The ga^Jant Major taking it for granted that 
'the A) parties forrped, *thc rear guard of the 

t * 

Scikli arm}", returned to Tleylali after making 

# * r 

a reconnoissancc. 

The 14th Dragoons and 8th Cavalry, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel King, also pro- 
ceeded at a rapid pace to' the small town of 
Dinghce, whence they could not obtain a view 
of the cncjny, and where they did not gain 
much intelligence .respecting their movements. 
It was manifest, however, from the foot 
and gun marks on the road, that a large 
division of the enemy had taken that direc- 
tion ; and wounded men were also found, whose 
condition was of such a nature, that they could 
not have reached that distance from ltam- 
mugger without assistance. The cavalry 
remained at Dingneo till late in the day. 
Occasionally. Jiorscmen were seen afar off in 
the jungle, who. were doubtless watching our 
movements. An unequivocal Seikh, with a 
long pointed beard nearly reaching to his 
middle, was captured in Dinghee. He had 
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been collecting money in the neighbourhood 
for Sherc Sing, and was of considerable im-» 
portance in the Scikh camp ; but no money 
was discovered .in his possession. He was a 
tall, powerfully-built man, but was .seized with 
involuntary trembling on being subjected to a 
searching cross-examination. Nothing, how- 
ever, was elicited from him. 

The cavalry remained cncRmpccJ at Ilcylah 
for a long time. Campbell's infantry took up 

their ground two miles in rear of Thackwell. 

« 

Lord Gough had ?*n interview with Sir Joseph 
at Heylah, from whence he dated his first 
magniloquent bulletin, announcing “ the defeat 
and dispersion of the Seikh force.” It may be 
worthy of notice, that his Excellency desired 
the Major-General to prepare his despatch with 
all expedition, and to be as brief as possible. 

The despatch of his Excellency, ^dated the 
5th December, was couclifed^ in such lan- 
guage as was calculated to create an impres- 
sion amongst the people t)f England that the 
war was brought io a successful termination ; 

p 3 
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and that nothing now remained but a nego- 
tiation favourable to British interests or an 
annexation. Did it accord with that noblest 
impulse of the heart, generosity, to state, that 
the ford at Runnee-khan-keo-Puttun was prac- 
ticable, when it had been proved by those who 
.had explored it to be most* dangerous ? Was 
not such a statement calculated seriously to 
injure the reputation of an old experienced 
soldier ? Did not the British public inveigh 
against Thackwell as the cause of the failure, 
till it was disabused of its cn«onc.ous impression 
by the publication of Sir Joseph’s despatch ? 

* If Lord Gough held proof that Thackwell 
had been deterred from crossing the first ford 
by groundless fears, how came it that lie did 
not give expression to his disapprobation in 
liis letters to him ? Why did he not give 
utterance to»Jiis real feelings in his first in- 
terview with that' officer 1 In the despatch 
it is stated, that Godby’s brigade had got 
into communication' with the Major-General 
before the action of Sadoolapore. Now this 
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was a most unfair misrepresentation.^ It not 
only tends to engender a belief that his 
Excellency had given the General a force 
adequate to the occasion, but leaves I’hack- 
well less excuse for not having thrown himself 
on the Seikh army on the evening of the 3rd. 
The despatch ru thus: — “I expressed a # 
wish that when he covered the crossing of 
Brigadier Godby’s brigade, •lie should await 
their junction, except the enemy attempted 
to retreat.” 

Now it may \>e stated, without fjear of 
contradiction, that no such reservation about 
the enemy’s retreating was in the instructions 
conveyed to Thackwell, and that a positive 
prohibition to engage the enemy till rein- 
forced by Godby existed, (as may be gathered 
from the correspondence,) ‘till very late on the 
day of the action. Every one endowed with 
the slightest poweh of observation* must re- 
mark, that epithets of honour are applied to 
some ■ favoured officers* whilst others equally 
deserving are overlooked. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Grant of the Artillery is designated that 
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“ excellent officer Sir Walter Gilbert is 

“ tliat. rilost energetic officer,” though be had 

had as yet no opportunity of doing any thing. 

Lieutenant Nicholson is “most energetic;” 

the practice of Sir Richmond Shakespeare and 

Mowatt was “ admirable.” But not many terms 

of commendation for Gencr v aJ Thackwell ! His 

Excellency may be acquitted of the chief blame 

in the concoction of this unfortunate despatch. 

He was dependant for his information on those 

whose interest it was to mislead him. The 

chief engineer and quartermaster had led his 

Lordship ta believe, that the ford was easy of 
« 

passage before the light detachment left head- 
quarters’ camp. Tlipy were’ therefore deeply 
interested in maintaining the delusion. 

It is much to be lamented that Lord Gough 
did not inspect it in* person. The best letter 
which appeared on the subject of the ford in 
the daily papers, Mas inserted in the “ Times” 
newspaper. The communication had the sig- 
nature of the writer appended to it, Captain 
Rose; late of the 15th Hussar’s. If he had par- 
ticipated in the proceedings, he could not have 
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given a more accurate or clever statement* of 
the real facts of the c^se. 

The unmolested flight of the enemy was the 
source 6f much, regret to the whole army. As 
his Excellency commanded the chief ford in 
his front, on the evening of the 2nd, and there 
were no signs of tlys enemy on the 3rd, it was. 
a matter of surprise to many that he should 
not have pushed his army aoross that day, and 

attacked the Seiklis in their rear. As has 

• • • 

been said, Shere Sing hurled his whole force 
on Sir J oscpli^ therefore there was noticing left 
to oppose Lord Gough. It was imagined that 
if this step had been taken, all the Khalsa guns 
might have been captured, the equivocal success 
of Chillianwallah rendered unnecessary, and 
that the two armies, Lord Gough’s and Sir 
Joseph Thackwell’s, pressing on the fugitives, 
would have completely destroyed^ the Scikh 
forces. What yfas afteiVards* Cfl’ectcd at 
Goojcrat, they added, would have been 
achieved here. 

The chief object, however, had been attained. 
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The British army had effected the passage of 

i , w 

the Chenab in perfect safety. If his Lord- 
« • t 1 

ship’ had confined himself to the declara- 
tion of this result, without announcing “the 
most successful issue to his extensive combina- 
tions/’ the expectations of the public would 
not have been raised only, to be suddenly 
dashed to the ground. Some, pronounced this 
to bo rather a ludicrous specimen of unmean- 
ing bravado , almost worthy of Bombastes 
Furioso himself. 

ft 

Lord^ Gough now remove^ bis camp from 
the left to the right bank of the river, near 
which he remained for some time, occasionally 
paying a visit to Sir, Joseph's' camp at Heylah. 

It appears that he had been restricted to 
the ground Cis-Chenab by the orders of the 
Govertior-General, and that his movement 
across the river had caused much annoyance at 
the seat Of ‘Government. ‘The papers were 
filled with expressions of surprise, that his 
Excellency had not struck a blow immediately 
at the wily enemy, who was ‘daily strengthen- 
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ing the formidable position he had taken up 
in the jungle at Russoul.^ IJor what reason the* 
Governor-General fettered his Excellency with 
these restrictions, it is difficult to say. That 
lie was negotiating terms with th^ insurgents 
can scarcely be believed. 

The officer in command of an army in the 
field ought to be exempted from the control 
of any civil authority; if ndt, his. reputation 
ought to be protected against th<j consequences 
of any failure or error. 

Is it compatibly with common sense,,that a 
civil authority distant some hundred^ miles 
from the scene bf* operations, should regulate 
every movement of a force, seeing that new 
exigencies, new events, arise every moment ? 
Is a young officer, boasting the rank of 
Major or Captain, %lio otVes his appointment 
to family interest, a suitable person, to repre- 
sent the Governor-Grcneral, and to exercise a 
power superior to that of an old experienced 
Commander-in-chief*? • 

Would Lord Lake, of distinguished memory. 
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have submitted to such a cruel thraldom ? Was 
not Arthur Wellesley iu.vested with full politi- 
cal power, independent of any agent, when he 
marched against the Mahrattas ? Will General 
Officers, who value their reputation, such as 
Sir Charles Napier, &c\, accept a Command 
subject to such humiliating, control 1 Let this 
anomalous absurdity, among .-many others, be 
rectified. 

Lieutenant Young, of the Engineer's, con- 
structed an excellent bridge of boats at Ram- 
nugger. which admitted of the transit of the 
heavy guns. 

, Cricket formed the chief amusement of the 
army at Hcylah. The votaries of this manly 
recreation were engaged in it from morning 
till night, their sole interruption being regi- 
mental duties. Quoits were also in request. 

Hcylah jvas distant less than ten miles 
from the tScikh t'atnp, therefore the cavalry 
picqucts and patrols were always on the alert. 
Thackwell daily sent out several patrols in all 
directions ; and on receiving the reports of 
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the officers in, command, despatched .them to 
the Oommander-in-chifcf. 

A dense belt of jungle intervened between 
the Seikhs and Heylah, which, however, gra- 
dually yielded to the repeated efforts of the 
wood-cutters. Lord Gough .crossed the river 
Ohenab on the 1 Sftn, and moved jip to within • 
throe miles of Ileylah on the 1st of January, 
184.9. Brigadier White, with a» brigade of 
cavalry, was now sent to -intercept a .Scikli 
chieftain, Narain Sing, reported to be on his 
waj* from Mooitan*with some guns, to join Sliere 

Sing; but the expedition was not accompanied 

• * # f 

by any important^ result. Skirmishes between 

the patrols and Goorcliurras tended to dissipate 
the dull monotony of camp life; and one day a 
body of two hundred Seikhs attacked a small 
convoy, which was compelled to take to flight. 

Whilst the British trogps wots* encamped 
at Hcylah, the Seikh guns viere often heard 
booming in the distance ; and ji salute of from 
forty to iifty guns nras* fired by the enemy on 
the J9 tli of December. Some said it w r as to 
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celebrate, the fall of Attock, .-whilst others 
fihou^ht it was in Ivonoisr of Dost Mahomed, 
the Affghan chief, who, according to some ac- 
counts, had declared against us. 

On the L8th of December Shere Sing ad- 

'fi 

vanced a body of 1 0,000 men to Dinghee, which 

seemed to tly-eaten a movcfblfent on the Wuzee- 

« 

rabad ford. Lord Gough, therefore, purposed 
marching tc Goojcrat, to take up an inter- 
mediate position, and orders were despatched 
to Sir Joseph to move in the direction of the 
above-mentioned town on tire 19 th, but these 
orders were countermanded. Brigadier Pope 
occupied Wuzeerabad, with three guns of Cap- 
tain Miles’s 'battery, the 1st and Gth Regi- 
ments of Light Cavalry, with a view to prevent 
any insurgents from Lahore crossing that ferry 
en route to join Shere Sing. 

It was nssr reported that there was a great 
scarcity of food, and money in Shere Sing’s 
camp, and that large reinforcements from 
Peshawur refused to cross the Jhelum, until 

4 

they had received a certain amount of pay. 
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The most important augmentation of strength 
the enemy received from* Peshawur, Whilst' 
encamped ,at Chillianwallah, were two Jroops 
of horse artillery, with which Chuttur Sing 
had been supplied by the Resident at Lahore. 
They were disciplined by $ British officer, 
Lieutenant Bowie,* falio was sent to Peshawur 
for the purpose ’of affording military instruc- 
tion to our trusty allies, tlfe Durbar troops, 
in order to enable them to repel the Affghans. 
The guns were, of British manufacture, fur- 
nished from the •Company’s stores, with the 
requisite wagons, ammunition, &c. , These 
pieces did great execution on the British linfe 
at Chillianwallah. Some persons who had 
seen these troops go through their regular 
evolutions at Peshawur, declared tliaj; the pre- 
cision of their movements utterly astonished 
them. 

The devotion of the Scikhs to their guns, 
which they regard as demi-divinities, is pro- 
vorbial. Great numbers of the soldiers ar- 
rayed against us had eaten the Company’s 
salt. On the termination of the first Seikh 
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war. Lord Hardinge, in pursuance of orders 
from r the Court of J)ii£fctors, effected a con- 
siderable reduction in the Bengal infantry 
regiments ; and many of these disbanded men, 
made soldiers, now flocked to the Seikh stand- 
ard, with a hopq of bettering their condition. 
-The high pjty promised b^" Sliere Sing held 
out a great inducement to them to enlist. It 
was said that Goolab Sing, the ruler of Cash- 
mere, accommodated the insurgent chieftains 
with large sums of money. Whence they 
obtained the means of supporting such a vast 
army, supposing them to be unaided by some 
gfeat chiefs, is difficult of solution. 

Lord Gough matched to Lussoorco on the 
10th, and ordered Sir Joseph to effect a junc- 
tion with ljim there. Brigadier Penny joined the 
army at that place ; he had been left behind 
with his regiments at Ramnugger. A grand 
review of the army now took place at Lus- 
soorec, when the troops being drawn up in line, 
heavy guns in the centre, and the brigades of 
cavalry on the flanks, a sham charge by -the 
infantry was ordered. They proceeded to the 
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front at a fyst pace, rending tlie .air witli 
repeated cheers ; and*the «Scpoys» took iip the 
tune from their European comrades. 

It was a master of great astonishment to 
the public, that General Thackwell’s despatch, 
descriptive of his action, wg,s not published 
till after the battle of Chillianwallah. The' 
document was transmitted to Lord Gough 
three or four days after the iight ; it contained, 
however, (so the authorities declared), a serious 
informality. Amongst those attached to him- 
self, whom ho dScmcd worthy of honourable 
mention in his despatch, was Mr. John Angels, 
a volunteer. It was objected, that it was in- 
correct for the Major-General to designate as 
an extra aide-de-camp an individual who did 
not possess the rank of officer. Nov, no one 
can hold the post of aide-de-camp who is uot 
an officer, and approved l^y the •Osminander- 
in-cliief. Here was the hitch ; but, instead 
of withholding the despatch, jvhy did not the 

ft 

authorities expunge ’th<? objectionable passage, 
and. give the bulletin to the world? This 
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young volunteer, who was present at the va- ' 
*rious engagements* was seeking to establish 
a clayn for a cadetcy in the Company’s ser- ' 
vice. His wishes have since been realized. The 
immediate publication of Thackwell’s despatch 
was necessary .to remove the unfavourable 
impressions about the ford, to which Lord 
Gough’s ever-memorable despatch, dated 
“ Flying Camp, Heylah,” gave rise. 

A strange accident occurred at Ileylah. A 
gallant captain belonging to a very distin- 
guished regiment, was in the habit of sticking 
dogs frith a spear, having sharp points at 
‘both ends. One day when he was pursuing a 
fugitive dog, ho made a blow at it with his 
spear as usual, but unfortunately, when draw- 
ing it back, the nearest point entered his side, 
inflicting a bad wound. He was confined to 
his bed weeks , after, and only enabled by 
a desperate effort to take part in the bloody 
engagement of the 13th of January. 

Thackwell and Major Mackeson, in accord- 
ance with instructions from the Commander- 
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in-chief, examined, whilst at Ilcylah, the jungle 
between that place add the Seikh camp* # and 
arrived at the conclusion, that it was imprac- 
ticable for the troops of all arms ; and that in- 
fantry could not have debouched or preserved 
a formation of any kind. Tlipy did not report 

on the ground between Dinghee and Chillian- 

» 

wallah as a morning paper erroneously stated. 
The presence of a largo lxxly <*f Cashmere 
troops at Meerporc, on the. right bank of the 
Jhelum, under the command of Colonel Stein- 
bacli, was the* soarce of uneasiness tef many. 
It was said that Goolab Sing directed tl*it they 
should operate against Shere Sing, but that 
Lord Gough and Major Mackeson protested 
against their approaching the scene of opera- 
tions, for fear that they might fraternize with 
the insurgents. It was also reported after the 

battle of Chillianwallah, tha.t Colon J. Steinbach 
• > .. * 

had fallen a victim to tlie jealousy of his troops. 
It may be remembered, that Colonel Canara, 
another European oftieef in the service of the 
Durljar, was sacrificed by his men at Pcshawur, 
at the commencement of the insurrection. 
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Elate indeed .wpYe the spirits of the sol- 
diers who composed the grand army of Hugh 
Barom-Gough, when they oacamped at Ding- 
hce op the evening of the 12th of January, 

‘1849. Dinghce, a small town, was situated 

1 

at a distance of eight or nine miles from the 
heights of Russoul, where the Scikh forces 
under tjje personal command of Shore Sing 
were posted. Their right rested on Moong, 
their -left A?.nk being protected by the natural 
strength and „field-works of Russoul. The 
Jhelum flowe(| behind their camp, whilst its 
front was covered by die jungle. On the 
evening of the 12th, it was bruited abou(, and 
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‘ was the firm conviction of every one,, that a 

general action would take place on Jhe mort*ow,' 

* and few indeed were the men who did not in- 
. • • 
dulge in the most sanguine expectations of a 

brilliant crowning victory. Late iu the even- 
ing the Generals of Division, ^Thackwell, Gil- 
bert, and Colin •Campbell, the. Brigadiers 
White, Pope, TCnnant, Brooke* Iluthwaitc, 
Mountain, Hoggan, Penuycufck, Godby, and 
Penny, and tlio Coinmandijig Officers of regi- 
meats, were summoned to the tent of the Com- 
mander-in-chie£ to deliberate on and c«ncoct 
the preparatory arrangements for the .active 
operations of the* morrow. 

Whilst the council of war was 'engaged in 
deliberation, hosts of soldiers might have been 
heard discussing the prospects of the morrow. 
Here were men of the 24tli, or 2nd Warwick- 
shire Foot; there the 14th, or K^g's Light 
Dragoons, reiterating prognostications in a 
tone of vaunting superiority, that the sun 

would liot set twice more oh the concentrated 
• • 
forec^ of the proud Khalsa. 
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In consequence of the general expectation 
'that* tlie results would* be decisive, the dream 
of a speedy return to the tranquillity of can- 
tonments loomed before the heated imagina- 
tion; and visions of home fireside and familiar 
faces were everywhere conjured up. 

The Seikh position was* amidst precipitous 

and frightful ravines, strengthened by rude 

field-works? distant about a mile from the river 

Jlielum. The village of llussoul was in the 

middle of the Khalsa camp, separated from the- 

front Chain of Seikh batteries by one ravine of 

extraordinary depth of several hundred feet. 

’The only means of communication with this 

village was ‘by a narrow wooden bridge, which 

would not admit of the transit of a horse. 

Had ou v army directed its attacks against this 
« 

naturally formidable intrenchment, the enemy, 
in tile cy'^t of tb,eir being driven from, tlieir 
front batteries* would have retreated across 
this ravine ancj destroyed the bridge. A broad 
dense belt of jungle' or ‘brushwood filled the 
interval between Dinghee and llussoul. It 
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was arranged that the British troops* should 
turn the Scikh left at lJusscftil, and' intercept- 
ing their^ rgtreat across the river, capture all 
their magazines, &c. 

On the morning of the eventful T3th of Ja- 
nuary, 1849, the army advanced in the following 
order: — Brigadier dope's brigade^ of Cavalry, 
consisting of the 9th Royal Lancers, 1st and 
6th Regiment of Light (Native) Cavalry, with 
troops of Horse Artillery, •Iluisli’s, Christie’s, 
and Lane’s, moved on the extreme right. 
Major-General Sir Walter Gilbert’s division of 
Infantry, consisting.of Mountain’s brigade (the 
29tli, or Worcestershire Foot, the 30tli, and 
56th Native Infantry) and of Godby’s brigade 
(the 2nd Bengal European Regiment, the 31st 
and 70th Native Infantry) # formed the right 
column of advance. Near it were posted the 
heavy guns. On thg left of # the ficiivy ord- 
nance might have been seen Brighdicr-Gcneral 
Colin Campbell’s Infantry division, comprising 
the- brigades of Pejmycuick (the 24th Fopt, 
the 25 th and 45th Native Infantry) and of 

o 2 
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Hoggin, (the 61st or South .Gloucestershire 
Font, the 3>6th atm 46'th Regiments of Native 
Infantry,) White’s brigade of Cavalry (the 3rd' 
King’s Own, and 14th Light Dragoons, the 
5th and '8th Regiments of Light Cavalry), 
with three troops of Horse Artillery, those of 
Warner, Fordycc, and Duncan, which, under 
the immediate command of Major-General Sir 
Joseph Thackwell, moved on the extreme left. 
All guards were called in to join their regi- 
ments. 

It tmght to be stated, that the 1 4th Dragoons 
wcrc»removcd to the right flank to co-operate 
with Pope’s brigade. The reason for this 
change of their position is shrouded in mys- 
tery. Could intelligence have come to hand 
that the enemy’s Goorckurras, or Irregular 
Cavalry, were strongly posted on the Seikh 
left? 

As we w&rc advancing, several deserters 
from the Seikh camp made their appearance, 
aijd spontaneously offered to furnish informa- 
tion to Lord Gough ; and the further jpe ad- 
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vanced, the more visible their encampment 
became on the heights* of Russoul# 

After a. march of some miles a half was 
sounded, and an ‘extra allowance of grog was 
distributed to the troops. The line of march 
was now suddenly changed in ihc direction of 

Moong by -bringing up the right. The army 

• # 

had almost reached Chillianwallah — a vil- 
lage in our front, when his lilxcellfincy deter- 
mined to postpone tlic attack till the morrow. 
As there was a scarcity of water, however, no 
wells being at liaiTd on the Dinghee ffide of 
Chillian, his lordghip found himself placed 
under the necessity of pitching his camp in rear* 
of that town, or rather on a line with it, where 
there was abundance of water. Orders were 
accordingly issued to the Quartermaster-Ge- 
ncral to mark out the ground for the encamp- 
ment, A Seikli outpost on a low bye hill in 
front of Chillian had been driven in by us. 

The men of the different regiments were in the 
act of falling out, .when* suddenly large bodies 
of the enemy were descried in the jungle close in 
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our front, and it soon bccainjo evident that 
‘mischief was brewing. “■ Scarcely bad the lines 
been delineated by Colonel Garden’s depart- 
ment, when a sudden blaze was seen, followed 
by a loud report, and some shot fell near his 
Excellency. 

It is said that Lord Goilgh had been under 
the influence of unusual excitement all that 
morning, for lie' hastily embraced the resolu- 
tion of visiting such unwarrantable audacity 
with immediate punishment. Many impartial 
eye-witnesses, however, incline to the opinion, 
that an engagement could not have been 
* avoided ; therefore that it was advisable for 
his lordship to assume the initiative. It was 
'Contended, that if his Excellency had been 
desirous, of deferring the action till the 14 th, 
the wisest course would have been to halt 
at Cliowtio Omrah- and thus to avert .a col- 
lision with tits Seikh outpost near Chillian- 
w r allah. The Khalsa troops had vacated their 
intrenchmcnts, and, presenting a bold extended 
front, were drawn up in the jungle, their- right 
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resting on Mejong, tlie Jlielum being in their 
rear. 

Magnificent, indeed, was the spectacle now 
afforded by the gradual development of the 
fire of the Scikli guns. The .balls came 
whizzing amongst us, and # afforded proof 
positive that the # cncmy had commenced the* 
work of destruction in real earnestness. Our 
heavy guns having been brought •well to the 
front, vigorously responded, to the challenge, 
and a never-ceasing roar of artillery resounded 
through the jiiugfc. The only marks pre- 
sented to the British artillery were the lurid 
flash and smoke of the enemy’s guns. Often nor 
other object was visible. It was sometimes pos- 
sible to descry a man mounted in a tree taking 
observations ; but he offered a poor mark. 

The treops were soon* under arms, and 
maiutained the original battle arrav, with the 
exception of one or two trifling changes. 

It has been said that the £5eikhs indulged 

the expectation of being a\>lc to keep the site 

• • 

of their batteries concealed till the British 
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infantry should advance, but that our heavy 
guns 1 playing with prodigious effect compelled 
them to relinquish their stratagem and disclose 
themselves. So far from this being the fact, 
it appeared to us, that as soon as they could 
bring their gun", into action they used every 
available piece against us. 

The cannonade had scarcely lasted half an 

l 

hour, when* a staff officer in breathless haste 
rode up to Brigadier-General Campbell, and 
ordered him to carry the guns in his front 
withoift delay at the point of the bayonet. 
This order was given about half-past three r.M., 
without any new consultation and arrange- 
ment of combinations on the altered aspect of 
affairs. Major-General Gilbert received orders 
simultaneously to advance, whilst Pope was 
directed to make a corresponding movement 
on the flanh. Sir Toseph Thackwell was left 
to act on his own responsibility. Some of 
the leading Indian newspapers argued, that 
sin<;e the success of a battle depends mainly 
on the previously well-concerted plan of opera- 
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tions, and his Excellency had held no communi- 
cation with his generals And brigadiers* since 
^le last evening, (though the original glan of 
attack had become impracticable,) little surprise ' 
should be expressed at the melancholy results. 

Here a well deliberated gclieme of opera- 
tions and. effective concentration of energies,* 
they added, was* rendered the more absolutely 
indispensable by the difficult nature of the 
ground, which was cverywjicro covered with 
thick, high brushwood] and there was every 
likelihood that the most carefully concocted 
combinations would miscarry — that regiments 
would lose their distance, take a wrong dircc- 
tion, and even mistake friends for' foes. That 
this probability was much strengthened when 
Sir Walter Gilbert and General Colin Camp- 
bell impetuously advanced into the jungle, 
may. be easily imagined. # The I3rjtish army 
was small when compared witfi the forces of 
Sirdar Shere Sing, and the inestimable advan- 
tage of a superior 'discipline enjoyed by. our 
troops was rendered of no avail by the imper- 

o 3 



130 


THE BATTLE OP 


vious brushwood, in ■which regiments could 
hot debouch, nor proserve a formation of any 
kind. ^ The veriest rabble of the enemy, a« 
long as their hearts were firm, was equal to 
the best disciplined troops in this wilderness 
of bush; and the knowledge of the ground 
possessed by the enemy gave them an immea- 
surable advantage. They posted their guns in 
a declivity, which served the purpose of con- 
cealment. , , 

Many persons impute error of judgment to 
Lord Cough in having advanced against the 
enemy’s guns at that late hour of the day. 
They say that lie should have contented him- 
self with silencing the enemy’s fire, and have 
postponed the advance till the morrow. They 
hazard the opinion, that General Thackwell 
pursued the wisest policy, when he determined 
at the action of Sadoolaporc, on the 3rd of 
December, 1 84 8, to defer the advance of his 
small force on the Seikh batteries till the next 
morning. It will be lomembered that he was 
under a peremptory prohibition to engage the 
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enemy till reinforced by Brigadies Godby. 
This reinforcement did net make its appeaf- 
Tftucc, and the prohibitory injunction was not 
removed till past four p.m. in the day. 

Several able officers were of opinion, that the 
wisest course open to the Cqmmandcr-in-chief 
would haye been* to give the guns play for* 
upwards of two or three hours, and as soon as 
they had committed great fiavoc, •and created 
a wavering, to order the infantry to carry the 
guns. They would have recommended this 
plan, in the evenly of its being held absolutely 
necessary to decide the matter before evening; 
Lord Gough was apprehensive of a night of 
confusion.* 

It was certainly a hazardous policy, they 
said, at that hour of the day to hurl a few 
weak brigades against the fresh and active 
batteries of the enemy, supported J)v innumer- 
able infantry, in such a dense jungle. 

Before entering into the dqpcription of this 
battle', it may be ■froll' to preface it with the 
observation, that the Anglo-Indian line occu- 
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pied almost as great an extent, of ground as 
the British .army at th4 battle of Waterloo ; 
yet Ijord Gough found himself considerably 
outflanked. The officer commanding the 
cavalry of the right, Lieutenant-Colonel Pope, 
was an officer of Native Cavalry. He had 
' earned a high reputation fof personal courage 
in his younger days, but possessed no great 
knowledge 'of the art of war. He knew little 
about handling large bodies of cavalry ; and 
was suffering from such bodily infirmity as to 
be incapable of mounting his horse without 
assistance. That this unfortunate officer (we 
say unfortunate, because he was in bad health,) 
should have' been selected to command a 
brigade of cavalry, consisting of four regiments, 
two of which were British Dragoons, reflects 
some discredit on Lord Gough and his advisers. 
This ill-fated man, yho was only a Lieutenant- 
Colonel, found' himself most unexpectedly in 
the important .position of Commander of the 
2nd Cavalry Brigade whilst his seniors, such 
active, experienced, and distinguished officers as 
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Colonel John Scott, of the 9 th Lanqprs, ■were 

* v 

left unemployed, to fade away ip, the solitude 
"T*f a deserted cantonment in the rear. It should 
be borne in mipd that tlie 9 th Royal Lancers 
formed one of the regiments in Pope’s brigade. 

The appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel Pope 
was not only a reflection on Colonel Scott, but* 
also on the cavalry of Her Majesty’s army. 
When this officer of NutivS Cavalry received 
orders to advance, he actually moved the four 
cavalry regiments in line without any support. 
These four regiments were, however^ minus 
four squadrons, which had been detached to 
the right, to thwart all'attemps of the cnemj’ 
to turn our flank and penetrate to 1 the rear. 

Amidst the perplexing intricacies of the 
jungle, Lieutenant-Colonel Pope not only 
overlapped the troops of Horse Artillery 
posted between him and jSir Walter Gilbert’s 
division, but even got in front of Gilbert 
himself. When the Horse ^rtillery became 
desirous of opening* fills on the Seikhs, they 
found in the cavalry an unexpected obstruction ; 
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but Majpr Christie had scarcely expressed 
astonishment at this untoward and provoking 
event, when lie observed that the British lior&v, 
were in retreat, and coming down on his guns 
with ungovernable impetuosity. It appears 
that whilst advancing, Brigadier Pope was 
severely wounded, having sustained, a sword 
out on the head. The loss of their leader, 
the absence of any order to charge (it must 
be remembered that they were moving at a 
walk), the disorder created by the trees and 
bushes, c and the appearance, of several Goor- 
ohuiTus in the front, must account for what 
followed. 

Somehow or other a halt took place, origi- 
nating most probably in Pope's own regiment, 
the Gth Light Cavalry, in consequence of their 
Colonel being wounded. The Soikh cavalry 

skirmished in front, being emboldened by the 
« * 

hesitation of the British line. About this 
time, the order “ Threes about,” was distinctly 
heard by some men of the 14tli Dragoons. 
They turned with the rest, the Goorchurras in 
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hot pursuit. It may be worthy of rcnjnrk, that 
• * 

the turning of two troopers was .sufficient ih 
■Ac jungle to occasion the retrograde move- 
ment of the whple brigade. 

When a body of cavalry advances in line, 
it should be regulated by t its centre — the 
right of the 14tli. If the two men, above* 
alluded to, accompanied their backward 
movement with the corresponding word of 

command, the mischief wquld be more certain. 

• 

When the back is once turned to a pursuing 
enemy, it is not •customary to loiter* on the 
road. In the impetuosity of the rush, the 
14th were pushed by the other regiments 
against the troops of Horse Artillery. Guns, 
gunners, .and wagons, were everywhere upset. 
To crown the mishap, the Goorchurras follow- 
ing close in the rear of the Dragoons, entered 
the ranks of the Artillery along with them. 

Our vocabulary will not allo.w of our giving 
an adequate description of the confusion — 

regiment pressing against regiment, trooper 

• • 

hastening trooper, officer vying with soldier 
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in speed. r The horses, become unmanageable, 
often £ carried their* riders to the rear of the 
baggage escort. When once this brigacL ’ 
was in retreat, its movements , might be com- 
prehended under the designation of a panic. 
The few Goorchurras in pursuit were mag- 
nified by the disordered imaginations of the 
fugitives into thousands, and the cry of sauve 
qui peut suggested itself to all. If the officer 
on whom the command of the brigade devolved, 
on Pope's being wounded, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bradford of the 1 st Light Cavalry, had exerted 
himself to restore order, his efforts would 
have been unavailing. 

In justice to the f)tli Lancers it must be 
stated, that a squadron or two rallied some 
distance behind the guns, and checked the 
further progress of the enemy. Some of 
the Seikhs in the wake of the panic-stricken 
Dragoons, penetrated within a short dis- 
tance of Lord Gough, and occasioned much 
uneasiness to the bead-quarters' staff.* The 
personal escort, consisting of a troop of the 
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5th Light Cavalry under Lieutenant •Sftannus, 
was held ready to charge, and many urg&J his 

kcellency to withdraw. But the enemy kept 

at a respectful distance, and thus removed the 

rational apprehensions of the alarmed suite. 

This disaster caused the loss ©f all the guns in 

Christie’s troop, and two of those in Iluish’s.' 

Two of the guns of the former were afterwards 

* * 

recovered. 

Major Christie, with many tff his gunners, 
was cut down on horseback. The approach 
of the GoorcliurrSs was so sudden that this 
lamented officer had not drawn his sword 
from its scabbard, when he received the first 
wound. Iluisli would have shared the same 
fate liad not Major Stewart of the 14th 
Dragoons dispatched with # his pistol the Seikh 
bent on sabring him. Many an officer and 
man,- overturned by the cavalry, were trampled 
on the ground. Many hid themselves under 
bushes, and thus escaped the sharp tulwars or 
swords of the eoemy. Young Curetou, a 
Lieutenant in the 14th Dragoons, son of the 
distinguished sabreur of that name, was killed 
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in this affair. Ills horse, it is said, ran away 

witl^him, nnd carried 'hi in into the hostile 

ranks. It will be remembered that prigadi®- 

General Oureton sustained ;v mortal wound 

* 

some few days before, at the cavalry skirmish 
of Ramnugger— the opening scene of the 
' second Seikli war. 

As wc shall hereafter demonstrate, this was 
not the oifiy instance in the campaign where 
hither and son met with a soldier’s death. 
Major Ekins, Deputy Adjutant-general of the 
Indian ^army, was wounded whilst seeking to 
deliver an order to the brigade, llis. friend, 
'Major Chester, ran to his aid; the British 
cavalry were in & treat; the danger was im- 
minent; the enemy was approaching ; Ekins 
begged him to leave him to his fate, and 
the former was most reluctantly compelled to 
do so. enemy, came Tip, and hacked him 

to pieces. *- 

For the first ,few days after this action, the 
sense of the whole British army was strong 
against the 14th Dragoons. Even Lord Gough 
himself did not scruple to express his disappro- 
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batiou. It lyis been asked: Why did Lord 
Gough place at the head Of British dragoons a 
xn who^c military education did not qualify 
him to handle such a large force? The signal 
gallantry of Colonel Pope, as displayed on 
several occasions in the early part of his 
career, coulll scarcely, when his state of health 
is considered, justify the appointment. 

As for the courage of the 14tn Dragoons, 
individually and collectively, no further proof 
of it need be given than was afforded at the 
action of Ramuuggcr, where their valbur was 
almost supcrnatuiyd. Men who exhibited such 
dauntless heroism at Ranmuggor could not 
have been cowards at heart at Chillianwallah. 
Those laurel-entwined colours which carry the 
words “ Douro, Talavcra, Puentes d’Onor, 
Salamanca, Yittoria, Orthos, Peninsula,” em- 
blazoned on them in golden eha\';ictcrs, may 
flutter in the wind as proudly as ever — they 
will remain, we predict, unsullied to the 
ond of time. Ilad that hero, the flgxcn- 
haired boy of the Peninsula, William Have- 
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lock, boeft reserved for that day, in spite of 
the jiTnglc, Brigadier, and Goorchurras, the 
( 1 4th might probably have found themsclvcT 
going to the farther extremity of the Seikh 
encampment 1 . It has been said, but on what 
foundation we know not, that Lieutenant- 
Colonel King .requested permission- to charge 

from the Brigadier in an early period of the 

• • • 

advance, but that the request was refused. 
This speaks volumes^ 

That Colonel King was in front of his 
regiment before the retreat* and using every 
endeavour to keep his men .together, the sub- 
joined letter from one of. the 1 4th, full}’ 
testifies. lie was also forward in the pursuit 
at Goojerat. This letter is addressed to Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Edward Kerrison, K.C.B., 
Colonel of the 14th. 

“ Sir Edward, 

“As it is to vindicate the cause of a 
good man, as well * as. my humble endeavours 
will* allow me, from the malicious design of 
three worthless men, I hope you will both ex- 
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cuse and forgive the liberty I have .taken, as 
being only from tlie.pen of a private soldier in 
‘“bar Majesty’s 14th Light Dragoons, in which 
regiment I ha^c had the honour of serving 
ever since its embarkation from England, and 
from which I have always received the greatest 
kindness, both from my late and much la-* 
merited commanding officer (Colonel King), 
officers, and non-commissioifcd offi#eVs, which I 
am happy to say lias always been experienced 
by deserving soldiers. 

“ It is owing *to the melancholy death of 
Colonel King that l have taken this liberty. It 
is with pleasure I have to state that the reports 
.concerning Ohillianwallah had nothing to do 
with it. My humble opinion is, that the words 
made use of by three worthless men preyed « 
upon his mind, — words that were as false as 
the men that made use of them were worthless : 
they were uttered by Private J^aclean, with the 
view of obtaining his freedom by being trum- 
peted out of the regiment, which, if he had 
• • 
obtained, would have been too good for him. 
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This mam (a soldier I should be ashamed to own 
Him *w) has «bccn the whole instigation of the 
two others, Privates Doogleby and Springatc, 
* both as worthless as himself, te utter the same 
words, which words I should be ashamed to 
mention, even for your information, words 
•which myself and comrades are willing at any 
time or place to contradict. 

“Sir Edward, after the fell of the brave 
Colonel Havelock at Ramnugger, while leading 
the first and second squadrons, the third and 
fourth were commanded by the late Colonel 
King, who gallantly led the charge under a 
Heavy fire from the enemy’s cannon. At 
Ghillianwallah lie ’was again where every sol- 
dier hopes to find his commanding officer, in 
front of his regiment, encouraging his men to 
keep together, which they did as well as the 
thickness of the jungle would allow them. 
When the regiment retired (not without an 
order, as reported), he, Colonel King, still 
maintained his position, still^rcmaining at our 
proper front, with the Trumpet Major Lee, 
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who lias stated in the presence of Sii; Walter 
Gilbert, that Colonel King gave hiyi the yrder* 
Vo sound halt, -which, when heard by the^ regi- 
ment, was soon .obeyed. Again, Sir Edward, 
hear from the pen of a private soldier where 
Colonel King was at the battle of Goojerat, 
still in front* of his regiment. Even when his 
horse was shot frefln under him, lie immediately 
mounted his Orderly’s horse?, when* *if it had 

been as stated by these .worthless men, he 

• 

would immediately have gone to the rear aud 
given command to«tlic senior officer ; but no, 
ho gallantly led the young 14th in pursuit of 
the flying fugitives, under the command of* 
Brigadier Lockwood. 

“ Sir Edward, it is with pleasure that myself 

and comrades have seen a letter printed in the 

Bombay Tina's, addressed from you to Colonel 

King, stating, that it gives you great pleasure 

to find that the youug 14th s^ill retains the 

character of the old 14 th, which character, 1 

am proud to say, they have, and always will 
• • 
retain. This foul aud shameful untruth has 
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been raised by the three worthless men I 
Siavc v mentioned, v> itli the view of casting a 
stain ^ upon the honour of a gentleman — Aiiu 
whose honour I shall be proyd to declare, in 
the presence of these men, and the world at 
large, was, and is still unsullied. 

“All that I can say is, that Golonel King 
behaved to them too kindly — more so than 
they ever deserved, as they are men who are 
continually either jn the hospital or guard- 
room, which can be verified by a reference to the 
Regimental Courts-Martial J3ook. 1 am sorry 
to say that I have known Privates Maclean aild 
Dooglcby ever since they joined the regiment, 
and two worse 'men, at present, do not stand 
in it, and 1 hope never will, or their equals. 

“Sir Edward, I cannot imagine what motive 
they had, only what I have stated ; for Colonel 
King had always a kind heart and good word 
for those deserving it; myself, for one, have 
had every opportunity of witnessing Colonel 
King’s gallantry in the field, and experiencing 
his kindness in quarters. 
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“ Sir Edward, I liope you will excise this 
long epistle, likewise m y n(ft signiqg my jiamef 
•to it> , as it might be thought I did it with a 
view of sclf-intcrgst. But I can proudly answer 
"No/ but out of deep and sincere^ respect to 
the memory of the late and. much-lamented 
Colonel King ; but* if required, I shall ever be 
ready to come forward and vouch for the 
authenticity of its contents. 

“ One op Young 14tii. 
u Lahore, 18th Sept, is50” 

Some have cast censure on Lieutenant- 

Colonel Bradford, because the command fell* 

to him on Brigadier Pope being put hors 

de combat. But in all probability the brigade 

was irretrievably committed to the retreat, 

before lie was cognizant* of the important 

casualty which had taken place. It was 

rumoured in camp, that the ordgr to go “Threes 

about” originated in a young officer of Light 

Cavalry, who gave- it* as emanating from 
• • 
authority. Indeed, some of the dragoons so- • 

H 
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lemnly declared, that the word of command 
proceeded from the ‘mouth of a Light Cavalry 
officcr ? and went so far as to attribute itrto" 
the particular individual above- alluded to. It 
may be reasonably supposed, that no officer 
would acknowledge having been the cause of 
•such an alarming disaster.' Another report 
stated that the retreat was solely attributable 
to the Serjeant- Armourer of the 14th, who 
shouted “ Threes abput.” 

The statement that the chaplain of the 
army, Mr. "Whiting, ever * presented loaded 
pistols at the head of any of the dragoons, in 
'order to arrest their flight, is an atrocious, 
unmitigated 1 falsehood. That he did remon- 
strate with some native troopers who shewed 
greater *darra than was consistent with propri- 
ety I firmly believe. Tlje day after the action 
a court of inquiry into the conduct of the 
14th Dragoons* was held by General Tliackwell 
with closed doors ; and from what transpired, 
the result was most satisfactory to that much 
abused but brave body of men. 
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Whilst these, untoward events were happen- 
ing, in the preseneq of tTie Oormnandotvn- 
'Chiaf we nj ay say, Colonel Lane, of the Horse 
Artillery, with the four squadrons of Cavalry 
before mentioned (two squadrons of the 9th 
Lancers, and two of the 6th .Light Cavalry, 
under the command? of the Honourable Charles 
Powys and Major Yule), was occupied in 
repelling the attack of a large bocly of the 
enemy on the extreme right. • Hft efforts were 
attended with most complete success, yet, 
marvellous to relate?, no mention was rilade of 
the conduct of thi£ detachment in the de- 

i 

spatches ; indeed, instead of receiving any com- 
mendation, they were mixed up in the censure 
pronounced on the whole brigade. The Chil- 
lianwallali despatch is not certainly entitled 
to any particular credit for perspicuity or 
correctness of detail. # # 

The right Brigade of Infantry, Godby's, 
advanced towards the Seikh guq& but had not 
penetrated far into, the 'jungle beforo it \^as 
assailed on all sides: indeed, the 2nd Bengal 

H 2 
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European regiment was compelled to have 
recourse to several formations to repel the 
enemy, and at last charged rear rank in front/ - 
This brigade, by dint of the severest fight- 
ing, succeeded in securing four guns. It 
was ably seconded in its attempts to dis- 
perse the enemy by the wcll-difected fire of 
Dawe’s battery, which cleared the front in 
the most 'splendid style. It is my duty to 
record that -never did any British regiment 
establish a greater claim to renown than the 
2nd Europeans on that memorable day. Their 
conduct was beyond all praise. They were 
ably supported by the 31st and 70th Native 
Infantry. The gallant Sir Walter Gilbert put 
himself at the head of this brigade, and di- 
rected its movements during the charge. 

To convey a faithful notion of the conduct of 
the 2nd Europeans, we cannot do better than 
transcribe tlm account of it furnished by an 
officer of that distinguished regiment.* 

“ The word came ’ for the infantry ' to ad- 

* “ The Journal of a Subaltern.” 
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vance. * Fix bayonets ! Load ! Deploy into 
lino ! Quick march l’ * AnS just then camp a* 
roli*of musketry that drove us almost to mad* 
ness. ‘ Quick march !’ And into the jungle 
wo plunged in line, with a deafening cheer, 
the roll of musketry increasing every moment. 
On we went at a rapid double, dashing through 
the bushes and bounding over every impedi- 
ment ; faster rolled the musketry — crash upon 
crash the cannon pourdll forth its deadly con- 
tents. On swept our brigade, and, gaining an 
open space in the* jungle, the whole *of the 
enemy’s line burst on our view. ‘ Charge !’ ran 
the word through t our ranks, and the men 
bounded forward like angry bull-dogs, pouring 
iu a murderous fire. The enemy’s bullets 
whizzed above our heads ; the very air seemed 
teeming with them ; man after man was struck 
down, and rolled in # the dust. Buhg, passing 
glance was all we could give them. And on- 
ward we went, bearing on their line with a 
steadiuess which nothing could resist. They 
iired a last volley, wavered, and then 
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turned .and fled, leaving the ground covered 
' ■with, dead and wodnded. Pursuit in a jungle 
like that was useless, where we could nofl’see 
twenty yards before us ; se we halted, and 
began to collect our wounded — when all of a 
sudden a fire was opened upon us in our rear. 
A large body of the eneftiy had turned our 
flank in the jungle, and got between us and 
the rest of the troops ; another party was on 
our left ; and we fo#nd ourselves, with our 
light field-battery, completely surrounded and 

alone on the field. The Word was given, — • 

♦ 

‘ Right about face,’ and we advanced steadily, 
loading and firing as we went. Captain Dawc’s 
battery was the saving of us : — as the cavalry 
were bearing down, the Brigadier shouted, 
‘A shower of grape in there,’ — and every gun 
was turned. on them, the men working as coolly 
as on parade ; and a salvo was poured in that 
sent horse and man head over heels in heaps. 
If it had not been for that battery, we should 
have been cut up to a man. The fire was fear- 
ful; the atmosphere seemed alive with balls. 
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I can only qomparc it to a storm, gf hail. 
They rang above my liead and ears so, thick 
* that I felt that if I put out my hand it .would 
be taken off. *A man was knocked over on 
either side of me, and I expected e^ery moment 
to be bit, so incessant was the storm of balls. 

I thought about yflu all, and breathed a short ' 
prayer — it was all I had time for, for we were 
obliged to be almost everywhere* at once, 
keeping the men in lina, .which, from the 
jungle, was extremely difficult. Our firing was 
beautiful'; every A an was as steady afr a rock, 
and fired low and. well ; while the sepoys on 
our right were blazing away into the air, and" 
taking no aim whatever. All this time the 
enemy were dodging about the bushes, banging 
away at us and then disappearing. At last - 
General Gilbert rode up and said to Steel, — 

‘ Well, Major, how are you? Do .you think 
you are near enough to charge V ‘ By all 
means,’ said Steel. ‘ Well, tlnjn, let’s see how 

t 

you can do it.’ * M<3n 6f the 2nd Europeans, 
prepare to charge — Charge !’ And on wo 
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went with a stunning cheer. .Poor Nightin- 
*galc , was shot in # the* head, and fell at my 
feet. # The Scikhs fought like dcvjls, singly, 
sw r ord in hand, and strove to break through 
our line. But it was no go ; and, after a short 
struggle, we sw^pt them before us and remained 
masters of the field. Thi& is onTy what hap- 
pened in our part of the field. We were on 
the extrcitie riglit, and the thickness of the 
jungle prevented our seeing what was going on 
elsewhere. We took three of their guns in our 
sccond«-ehargc, and spiked them on the ground. 
Numbers of the Scikhs werp bayoneted by our 
men in the act of rearing # themselves up and 
taking aim* at the officers. Several of our 
wounded werfe cut to pieces in the rear, where 

we had been obliged to leave them in the 

0 

charge. Surrounded as we 'were, it couldn’t 
be avoided, and fearful was the retaliation the 
Europeans toot for it — not a man was spared. 
The battle lasted for three hours ; and so 
maddening was the excitement, that it seemed 
scarcely half-an-hour. The colours were car- 
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ried gallantly bj- l)e Mole and Toogood, the 

two senior ensigns, and arts shot ijjirougli and 

■% * • 

# through. ^ Our own loss is about seventy killed 
and wounded ; g,nd our not having lost more 
may be attributed to the beautiful order wc 
kept, and the admirable way in which we were 
supported by Captain Dawes* battery. I had 
two or three verj f narrow escapes ; a man’s arm 
was taken away with a round? shot touching me. 

I had one sliouldcr-knot sho^ off and a fellow 

• 

who was lying with a leg smashed, about ten yards 
in front, was taking a steady aim at me, when 
I rushed forward to disarm him. He fired, 
and the ball whizzed past my ear ; I tried to 4 
save him, but before I could interpose he was 
riddled with bayonets ; and so, I am sorry to 
say, were almost all the wounded. There is « 
no holding ia the men when their blood is up.** 

From this it will be seen what a vast dis- 

• • • *• 

proportion there was between Jhe contending 
armies. When this, and the density of the in- 
tervening jungle, are* remembered, it redounds 
much to the credit of our troops that they con- ' 

H 3 
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trived to maintain their ground so success- 

* % 

fully as they did. 

It fell to the lot of Mountain’s brigade, on 
the left column of Gilbert’s division, to attack 
a most formidable position. The brigade, 
headed by its gallant leader, who, to employ the 
words of the despatches, offered a gallant ex- 
ample in leading on his men, reached the rear 
of a part ef the S^ikh intrenchment. Here it 
encountered the most spirited opposition. The 
29th Foot, whose conspicuous colours blazon 
forth its glory, added considerably to. its well- 
earned laurels on this occasion. It spiked several 
guns, oidy five of which, however, were secured, 
owing to the want of 'draught horses. The rest 
were conveyed away by the enemy during the 
night. This brigade was received with an in- 
cessant shower of grape and ball. Nothing 
could exceed the rapidity with which the Seikhs 
dealt forth these lurid messengers of death. 
Their file-firing was excellent, and poured in 
with fetal precision. The 56th Native Infantry, 
which boldly advanced up to the hostile bat- 
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terics, sustained enormous loss. Its leader — the 

gallant Bamfield, a man a% remarkable for his 

% 4 •' 

' ChsJstian^ demeanour in the different relations 
of life, # as for ljis lieroic valour in the field — 
here kissed the dust. Young Barfield, of the 
same regiment, clasped his bleeding father in 
his arms; what air exciting embrace was that! ■ 
Eight officers and 322 men were" here killed or 
wounded. The confusion Hdricli tlfis loss en- 
gendered was so great tha^t the corps gave 
way. It lost its colours, but not its reputa- 
tion. Eor truly «the resistance it u?et with 
was hardly less, than that to which the 24th 
Foot were opposed. The most precious loss- 
sustained by the 56tli, a loss before which 
colours and everything else dwindle into insig- 
nificance, was the removal of the gallant Bam-« 
field from his sphere of usefulness. May the 
heart of his widow be cheered by the memory 
of his deeds! The other regiment, the 30th 
Native Infantry, M'ent well to the front. Its 
loss was 11 officers -and 285 men killed and 
wounded. It also had the misfortune to clrop 
its colours. Amidst the jungle, it was tanta- 
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mount to an impossibility for many men of a 
regiment to, keep their* eyes on the colours at 
the same time. The colours and bearers \^ere 
all levelled with the earth, and their falling 
often escaped notice. Whenever the Seikhs 
obtained a glimpse of these silken memorials 
of glory, they directed their chief* fire against 
them. This Brigade was umible to maintain 
its ground'T.gainst ' Such unequal numbers. 

At some distance from this brigade, on a 
line with it, moved the ill-fated column of the 
impetuous Pennycuick. This failure will stand 
to the close of English history as a salutary 
‘Warning against overweening confidence and 
contempt of one's enemy. Brigadier Alex- 
ander Pennycuick was as brave and ardent a 
soldier as ever lived. In war, wherever he 
set foot, the welkin hang witli applause of him. 
But it must be confessed, that in this memo- 
rable battle, his contempt of the enemy, 
expressed openly on several occasions, led him 
to neglect the ordinary precautions of war. 
Ilis brigade, as well as Iloggan's, advanced 
without any artillery to cover it, but why the 
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batteries attached to it were left in the back- 
ground is a question whicli* must bo addressed 
• to !j!ir Colin Campbell and Lord Gougli. " In 
this matter for^jeprchension Pennycuick was 
not prominently implicated. One party de- 
dared the Chief ordered that the batteries 
shoidd be .immediately storn®d with the, 
bayonet, thereby implying the ‘absence of all 
necessity for the use of the* guns. ,«The other 
retorts, that the only order given was to 
advance, and that rib General of Division 
furnished with artillery ever went into action 
without it. We do not undertake to state 
what the exact nature of the orders was;, 
but it is very manifest that neither the Briga- 
dier-General nor his Brigadiers regarded tho 
artillery as necessary; in other words, the^ 
contempt of the enemy was not conlincd to 
poor Pennycuick. 

The 24th Foot* was composed* *of young 
men, and went into action with higher spirits, 
and numerically stronger than* any other corps 
of the army. It liad not gone far beford the 
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gesture of Lieutenant-Colonel Brookes, who 

f * • 

was waving his sward over his head, attracted 
the notice of the men. They understood it ‘ 
to he a signal to double, and consequently 
increased tlicir speed. Their distance from 
the Khalsa guns at that moment was upwards 
.of six hundftd yards. They soon outran 
their native comrades, who ’at the best but 
shuffle along in ‘the English leather shoes 
with which they are supplied. The Seikhs 
redoubled tlicir fire ; arid it fell to the lot of 
this gallant regiment to experience an atmo- 
sphere solely compounded of fire, grape, and 
•round shot. To counteract all this there was 
no artillery, and no' lire of musketry, for the 
men were «/doadcd. So extraordinary indeed 
was the infatuation of the gallant Pcnnycuick 
and Brookes, that they sent out skirmishers 
without ordering them to load ! These un- 
fortunate men, dispersed through the jungle, 
helpless, fell an easy prey to hidden Scikhs. 
The regiment arrived breathless at the guns, 
and had commenced the work of spiking 
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them, when suddenly some regiments of the 
• • * 
Bunnoo force, which were concealed in tlio 

’brushwood, opened a musketry fire witli such 
* • 
rapidity* and precision, that those ill-fated 

men, already disordered by the brushwood 

• • 

and tlieir hasty advance, were seized with 
panic and fled, blow a fearful 'massacre was 
enacted. The Seikh cavalry pressed closely 
on the terror-stricken fugitives, backing to- 
pieces all the wounded. Small parties occa- 
sionally rallied, and corpses lying together in 
small divisions might be seen on the morrow ; 
but all endeavours to present a formidable 
front to the enemy were unavailing. There . 
were no oflicers. 

Pennycuick and his son, both officers of the 
24th, fell just as they reached the guns. A 
stalwart Seikh was leaning over the hapless 
father prostrated by a shot, and inflicting 
gashes on his body, ‘when flic boy of seventeen, 
the worthy son of such a noble father, stepped 
forward and dealt an avenging blow. The 
heroic boy strided across his parent’s corpse. 
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and bade defiance to the savage multitude. 
But soon numbers * overpowered him, and lie 
fell dead — but to live in glory’s brightest chro- 
nicles. The Iloratian text— -.Fortes creantur 
foriibus — was fully verified in this soul-stirring 
incident. May immortality enshrine their mc- 
.mory! Brookes dropped amongst the guns. 
Colonel Brookes assumed the -command of the 
regiment only a few days prior to the action. 
Tie had been absent on furlough, and was pro- 
ceeding leisurely to rejoin his corps when in- 
telligent# of the Seikh outbreak reached him. 
Though he had snatched but a short-lived 
•bliss from his recent matrimonial alliance, 
lie travelled day and night till he reached 
the army. In England he was often known 
to cx2)ress a wish that he might one day 
participate in “ the "glorious battles ” of India ; 

and his aspirations were fully realized. May 
' * * • „ 
such noble examples always be found, to in- 
spire our young soldiers! Thirteen officers 
were Bent to their last-account ; ten sustained 
wounds. 
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Nothing cojild exceed the ferocity of the 
enemy : they showed ifo quarter, and were s<J 
determined on inflicting death, that they # often 
gave twenty blotfs with their sharp tulwars to 
one man. , The senior Major Eayntcr was 
shot through the lungs, but fris horse carried 
him out of *dangdh Major Harris also fell. 
His horse was killed under him at the action 
of Sadoolaporc on the 3rcl DecClnbcr. K 
young officer (Thclwall) . received a severe 
wound in his leg, and would have fallen into 
the hands of the ^memy, had he noUseized a 
a loose horse, which soon placed a distance 
between him and his pursuers. Captain* 
Williams, a young man of robust •constitution, 
fell wounded by a musket shot. The enemy 
came up and inflicted eighteen wounds on him* 
hacked his arms, head, and legs, and were 
only, prevented from absolutely killing him by 
the circumstance of his having* feigned death. 
Some of our troops traversing the field dis- 
covered signs of life, and carried him to the 
hospital. He has since recovered, to the sur- 
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prise of every one, and is nojv in England. 
’One of his .hands vfras looped off. 

Itmay he here observed, that that flimsy, 
diminutive piece of steel called the infantry 
regulation i^word, proved useless to the gallant 
officer. The powerful tulwar of the Scikh 
shivered it to atoms witlf a blow. It may 
answer the purpose of saluting, but it is in- 
sufficient "as a means of protection. The 
cook’s spit is far. preferable to this infantry 
spit. 

The ♦'cenc of the retreat of this ’regiment 
presented a melancholy spectacle on the mor- 
row. The pallid, ghastly colour of the corpses 
of the English soldiers formed a strange con- 
trast to the dark hue of the natives. They 
appeared bleached. The attitudes of death 
were various — an arm might be seen lying at 
a considerable distance from its body, sever- 
ed by the sword or round shot. Many men 
arrested attention who, with their arms 
directed upwards, appeared to have been in 
the act of warding off the blows of the ene- 
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my with then; muskets when the vija^ spark 

deserted them. Princ*c Albert hats and mi- 
. * * • 
litaiiy slmes might be seen in all directions, 

strewing the ground in great abundance ; they 

afforded splendid booty to the jaeedy camp 

followers. The 24th lost .its colours and 

much ammunition* The camp next day was • 

# • 

overspread with funereal gloom. Funeral 
parties were bringing into camp the bodies oF 
the different officers as they wore discovered. 

The bodies of the gallant Pennycuicks — fa- 
ther and son — \?crc conveyed in wc dooly 
(a kind of litter). They were sadly dis- 
figured. The remains of all the officers were* 
recovered. Camels were sent ottt to convey 
the bodies of the private soldiers to the 
regimental hospital. Dead men, one aftci; 
another, were piled on a camel and fastened 
with ropes. Here death was presented to the 
spectator in its most appalliug.foatures. It is 
said that one of the colours of this corps was 
recovered, being fdund wrapped round the 
body of one of the ensigns. If the 24th had 
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poure$ in some volleys ne.ar tbc guns before 
they commenced ‘their charge, the result 
would have been more favourable? It^was 
rumoured that an Englishman- was seen direct- 
ing and animating the movements of the 
Seikh gunners. Brigadier Pcnnycuick assaulted 
' the strongest point of the Seikh" position, as 
afterwards appeared. The other regiments — 
“the 25tli and 45tfi Native Infantry — advanced 
on the right and loft of the 24th. They suf- 
fered immense loss. 

The interval between the 'brigade oT Penny- 
cuick and that of lloggan, the left Infantry 
Brigade of the army, was considerable. Sir 
Colin Campbell placed himself at the head of 
the later brigade, and overcame all opposition. 
The Gist Foot was frequently surrounded, but 
it gloriously repelled several attacks by wheel- 
ing companies in all directions. After spiking 
the guns opposed to it, it brought its left 
shoulders forward, and retook the guns from 
which the 24th had been so summarily ex- 
pelled. Whilst this brigade was moving to 
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the right, a Khalsa chief rode up to the front 

• • # 

of the 61 st, reconnoitred, and rode^ away. So 
'cool^ind ^unconcerned was the deportment of 
this man, that lie was regarded as a friend, • 
one of our irregular horse. On perceiving the 
mistake, the 6 1 st Foot opdfcd fire on him, but 
he escaped. • • 

The personal* daring of Sir Colin was 
as remarkable as his imperturbable cool*" 
ness. He was wounded in^tho.act of cutting 
down a Khalsa gunner. This feat was 
ascribed -to Lord* Gough, who was jear the 
heavy guns, and not amongst the charging 
regiments. The brilliant success achieved by • 
this brigade was owing in a great measure to 
the execution caused by its rapid and well- 
directed file-firing. Campbell poured in vol-^ 
leys of musketry on nearing the guns. So 
resolute were the Spikhs, that they turned 
against the 61 st some of tlloso guns which had 
been but badly spiked some minutes before. 
No sooner had the 61 st abandoned any of the 
guns they spiked than the enemy retook them; 
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The fighting was sharp and incessant. Only 
four capturpd guns - graced the victors in this 
part of the battle. The 36th and ^.6th 
r Native Infantry signalized thpmselves by the 
steadiness and courage with which they sup- 
ported the (>lst v #he former sustained heavy 
. loss. The contest here w*.s more equal and 
better maintained than in any other quarter. 
•It may be j said with truth that this brigade 
performed double work. Conolly, the junior 
ensign of the 46 th, is described as having en- 
countered} great dangers. One ball grazed his 
ankle, another would have entered liis head 
•had not a sepoy interposed his musket, which 
was broken by the shot ; whilst another fired 
at him by a Seiklx supposed to be dead, 
pissed him. Brigadier Godby’s gallant son, an 
ensign in the 36th, was cut down in the jungle 
by a Goorchurra, but no V killed. Penny’s re- 
serve brigade, consisting of two native regiments, 
15th and 69th, was ordered to retrieve the 
disaster of the 24th Foot. It inclined too 
far to the right : it encountered some sharp 
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fighting, however, before it reached Godby’s 
brigade, with which it Co-operated fluring the • 
fcmajnder^of the day.' 

Major-General .<Sir Joseph Thackwell, the 
second in command of the army, on the ex- 
treme left with White’s Cavalry Brigade, and 
three troops «of horse artillery, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Blind, advanced some distance 
and opened fire on the cncftiy. Oatar Sing" 
stood opposite, with several .regiments of in- 
fantry, cavalry, and twenty guns. Some ac- 
counts said that Sliere Sing himself ^vas on 
this flank. He was watching an opportunity 
of turning our left flank, but was held in check 
by this brigade. He did not come -in contact 
with Campbell. The cannonade had not been 
of long duration when a body of Seikh horse- . 
men moved to Thackwell’s left flank, as if to 
get into his rear. Sir Joseph ordered the 5th 
Light Cavalry (three squadrons), and the Gray 
squadron of the 3rd Dragoons, Unctt’s, to 

charge and disperse then?. The gallant Gene- 
‘ > • 
ral had a lively recollection of what a few 
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squadrons of British dragoons effected in the 
•Peninsula against the French, and reasonably 
entertained the expectation that Jliis jbree 
would prove sufficient to drive back the Seikh 
irregulars. It was his intention to have ad- 
vanced the few men left at his disposal, 
namely, the remaining squadrons of the 3rd 
Dragoons and 8th Light Cavalry, on Outar’s 
force, as nsoon as the success of the other 
charge became manifest. The charge was 
sounded, and Unett’s squadron in line with 
the 5th Cavalry approached the enemy. The 
Seikhs commenced a desultory matchlock fire. 
Unctt steadily advanced, but the 5th, put into 
confusion by this reception, went about and 
fled in the greatest precipitation, in spite of 
J the most earnest entreaties of their officers, of 
whom several received wounds. The 3rd, 
forcing their way through the hostile ranks, 
never pulled r#in till they had gone some dis- 
tance beyond the enemy. Unett, who was 
severely wounded, found his men sadly dis- 
persed. With the few men at hand lie rc- 
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solved to cut ^ his way back. The Seikhs 
opened put, and giving the tlragoong a passage* 
through tjiem, abused* spat, and cut at (hem. 
The other parties, under their officers, the 
gallant Stisted and Macqueen, re-passed the 
enemy as they could. The casualties in this 
squadron were notr less than forty-six. The 
suspense of every one was great; Thackwell 
himself became apprehensive that the squad** 
ron was annihilated. 

To convey an idea of the proceedings on this 
flank, I cannot do better than quote the words 
of an eloquent writer on the occasion* : — 

“ Brigadier White protected the left of the in- 
fantry ; Colonel Brind’s guns being posted be- 
tween White and Campbell’s Division. Bodies 
of Seikli cavalry made demonstrations on our. 
left. General Thackwell directed a squadron 
of the 3rd Light Dragoons and 5th Cavalry to 
charge them. The dragoons wjllingly obeyed 
the order, and under their gallant leader. Cap- 
tain Unctt, dashed through the Seikh wedge. 

* In the Times . 


I 
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The 5th Oaralrj, in spite of their officers, 
"came bacl{ in confusidh, and intense ,was our 

• t , 

anxiety about the fate of the ?rd Light 
Dragoons. At length they', emerged, covered 
with glory! Two officers we*$ t wounded — - 
the gallant ITnctt and Stisted — and the loss 
among the men amounted to forty-six killed 
and jwounded. Such gallantry deserves to bo 
% handed 'down posterity.” Lord Gough 
visited TTnett some days after the action, and, 
after condoling with him on his wounds, and 
expressing admiration of his fearless bravery, 
told him that he was recommended for pro- 
motion to the yank of Major. No mention, 
however, was made of this officer's noble charge 
in the body of the despatch, which was a strange 
omission. 

The enemy's fire had somewhat relaxed, but 
it would have been madness to have attacked 
the battery, supported as it was by such a 
large force, with such few men. Moreover, 
the effect of the defeat of the 5th Cavalry 
rendered it hazardous to repose too much con- 
fidence in the 8th. 
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It has been asked, Why did not the. General 
employ .a fesv guns to sliak? the body of Goor- 
*chur^iss\ What! Jfre not British cavalry 
capable of contending 'with irregular horso 
without having recourse to guns ? , 

Whilst Tliackwell was revolying the chances 
of success, . a staff officer from Lord Gough 
rode up aud ordered Brind to move his guns 
to the right flank; and shortly after Whited 
brigade was ordered to prqceed in the same 
direction. A temporary lull had taken place 
in Outar -Sing’s lire, and Brind flattered him- 
self that he had effectually silenced it. But 
no sooner had the 3rd Dragoons commenced 
the flank movement, than the enemy renewed 
their fire with greater intensity than ever. 
The balls soon found a billet in many a man 
and horse. It is an undeniable fact, that tho 
enemy ended the ball on the left. Brind fired 
the last shot on our right flank. 

The precision of the Seikh fire on tho whole 
was admirable; they* disabled some of our guns 
and wagons. Loose horses, both British : and 

i 2 
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Seikli, abounded in all parts of the field. It 
* • «• 

"was now fi,ve o’clock. The enemy wer<^ fast re- 
taking the guns which had been spikpd op the* 
left. Several points of our attack had failed, 

and it was uncertain whether the Seikhs would 
« • 

make a bold assault on us or not. At several 

r 

periods, in several places, the* enemy had 
almost reached the rear of ofar army. It was 
'"Lord Gough’s wish to hold the ground occu- 
pied by the . sucfessful brigades, in order to 
secure any guns which* might be deserted, and 
to protect the wounded. *> When Brigadier- 
General Campbell suggested that we should 
withdraw to the village of Chillian for the sake 
of obtaining water/ and of preventing any 
molestation of our baggage, his Lordship ex- 
, claimed, — “ What ! and leave my wounded to 
be massacred ? Never !” 

But night was approaching, and the se- 
poys were patched with thirst ; the baggage 
was scattered and endangered ; and water 
procurable only at the lino of villages. Under 
these circumstances his Lordship relaxed, and 
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determined to . concentrate his troops found 

and abput Chillian. *He* addressed several* 

• \ ^ • • 

word* on consolation to the different .regi- 
ments, and expressed grief at their loss; and 
was loud in his commendations gf the 61st 
Foot. Confusion pervaded the whole army. 

Fears were. ’geneiWly entertained that the 

^ # 

enemy would attempt a night attack. If they 
had been enterprising, and* could ^iave pel* * 

ceivcd the extent of their, advantage, they 

• 

would assuredly have thrown themselves on 
us ; but' the' juflgle which had befriended 
them in the commencement of the action, now 
formed a protection to us. They employed 
the night in massacring our wounded, carrying 
away their own, and in securing their guns. 

This night was one of incessant labour to th% 
surgeons of the army. Amputations, surgical 
operations of all kinds, were in the^ course of 
performance during the night. .How appalling 
it is to the young soldier of tender nerves to 
witness a poor fellow wincing as the operator 
thrusts a knife into the shoulder to extract a 
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ball ! How his blood freezes when he sees a 

Yellow-being writhing in agony on the ? ground 

with, his legs mangled and lacerated hy a 

cannon-shot ! Iron nerves ‘are requisite for 

such a scene. An English gunner underwent 

the painful operation of amputation of the leg 

with a cigar in his mouth, which was given 
» 

him by Mr. Whiting. 

The sh'fedes of' evening were now falling. 
Iluish’s troop of Horse Artillery, which had lost 
two guns during the retreat of Pope’s Cavalry, 
and many of‘ the detached parties of tlic dif- 
ferent regiments, were near the field, hospital, 
when suddenly the tramp of horses was heard, 
and a cry raised that the Khalsa cavalry were 
coming down on us ! Iluish hastily directed 
his gunners to unlimber and to prepare to fire. 
The torch was on the point of being applied, 
when it was discovered that the strangers .were 
that illustrious band of men, the 3rd King’s 
Own Light Dragoons. What a strange return 
the fife of Huish’s trdop Would have been for 
the devoted gallantry of that splendid regi- 
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ment ! The officers were wandering about in 

• • • 

search iof food, the nfen Tn quests of water.* 

• V ^ g 0 

The second Cavalry Brigade, Pope’s, placed its 
outlaying pickets, "with their rear to the enemy. 
The Dragopns understood the royal salute, 
fired that evening by Shore Sing, to proceed 
from the English (Amp. They were question- 
ing their own claims to be considered victors 
when General Thackwell rode up, and ordered" 
them to rectify their scrioys. mistake. Watch- 
fires were lighted, but it was difficult to dis- 
tinguish "between •those of friends pud foes. 
Many regiments sent out pickets — many had 
none. 

During the night Chillian and the other 
villages wore filled with sepoys, who snugly 
ensconced themselves in the different huts. 
the enemy had made a resolute attack on us 
in the depth of the night, they ^nust have 
effected the complete disorgjyiization of the 
army. There were no regiments to offer any 
opposition. The artillery must have fired in-’ 
discriminatcly into friends and foes. About 
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eight o’clock rain fell in torrents, which com- 
•pleted the* disconiforf and confusion^. of the 
scene. It appears that the enemy hath incurred 
great loss, especially amongst their gunners ; 
therefore they, were not desirous, of offering 
us any further molestation. 

On the morrow his Excellency and the 
political agent. Major Mackeson, ascended an 
"eminence to reconUoitre the enemy. His lord- 
ship was in great „ expectation that the enemy 
would retreat across the Jhelum, and thus 
enable hjm to concoct a sonorous bulletin, an- 
nouncing a glorious victory, and the expulsion 
of the arrogant enemy across the river, thanks 
to “ Almighty God/’ But alas ! “ it did not 
please Almighty God to vouchsafe to the 
3ntish arms the most successful issue to the 
extensive combihations rendered necessary for 
the purpose of vanquishing the Seikhs !” The 

t • 

enemy were discernible with the naked eye, 
encamped on an eminence about three miles 
from 6ur camp. Large- fires blazed at the disr 
tance, the lurid cinders of defunct Seikhs. It 
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is customary with the believers of the Hindoo 
faith to burn their dead. *On the # morning of 
'the ^14Wi the cavalfy brigade of Brigadier 
White scoured tjie field of battle to secure any • 
of the spiked guns which might remain. But 
alas ! the result of all this slaughter and 
labour was manifested in the display of only 
twelve small pieftes of ordnance.* The chaplain 
of the army, Mr. Whiting, vho has attracted" 
such notoriety by his letter in part vindicating 
the character of the 14th Dragoons, interred 
with Ohristism rites as many bodies as could 
be collected. The bodies of the officers were 
placed in one trench; those of the private sol-< 
diers in another. The men of the horse artillery 
approached the chaplain, humbly representing 
that -there was a favour which they had tp 
demand at his hands. *It was that Major 

Christie’s corpse might be buried in the same 

• • ^ 

grave with their fallen comrades. Mr. Whi* 
ting readily complied with this affecting peti- 
tion. - Perhaps nothing could have more effec-* 
tually demonstrated the respect and affection 

I 3 
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they entertained for that lamented officer. It 
Jhay not be out of place to remark, that the 
excellent chaplain did n6t confine his akertjons 
'to the mere interment of the dead. We have 
seen him remonstrating ■with fugitive troopers 
at a most critical season, and he applied plaistcr 
to the wounds of more than one soldier un- 
able to procure medical aid by reason of the 
"great demand for ic. 

It was a busy time for the first few days sub- 
sequent to this bloody battle. The engineers 
were engaged- in arrangements foi 'thc -fortifica- 
tion of the camp; commanding officers of regi- 
• -ments were busy in preparing an accurate list 
of casualties, -and generals of divisions in draw- 
ing up official reports ; burying-partics of the 
different regiments were out in all directions ; 
the chaplain was incessantly performing the 
funeral rites ; the surgical department had no 
rest ; in short, .there was occupation for every 
one. Under such circumstances it was for- 
tunate that there was * mental and corporeal 
employment; for there was a decided tendency 
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to gloominess in the camp. Within the space 
of two, hours and a Half, # eighty-gine officers* 
*and tw'& thousand thfee hundred and*^fifty- 
scven fighting njen either lost their lives or 
dropped blood, whilst six British guns were 
numbered with the Seikh ordnance ! 

Few battles of* ancient or modem times 
have presented sftch a roll of casualties — such 
an enormous sacrifice of life, within such *a r 
short space of time as this., None, certainly, 
where the results to *both parties were less 
marked. • If tfithA party derived- anj, advant- 
age from this action it was the Seikhs, whose 
prestige was considerably raised by it. They 
added to their ammunition (the ammunition 
of several of our corps accompanying them 
into action fell into the hapds of the enemy)* 
accoutrements, courage, and experience. They 
tested the fact that English regiments are not 
invincible, and that they even ,are sometimes 
seized with panic. Instances of heroic courage 
ou the' part of individual Seikhr were frequent, 
but that the excitement of spirit and bung • 
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(the essence of hemp, Cannabis saliva) was 
Often the source of their valour, cannot be 
denied. Many of the Iben who foll4wej][ in 
“the wake of the 14th, were under the influence 
of drink ; tljeir eyes glared and rolled wildly, 
they were stupif^ed, and often stood stock still* 
regardless of the British soldier who might be 
under their feet. Then at times recovering 
"themselves; ‘they wbuld dash headlong amongst 
our cavalry. . , , 

Single combats were not of rare occurrence 
— their issue' was always dhubtlul. "The tul- 
war or sword of the enemy has a broader 
back, thicker blade, and keener edge than 
ours ; and the enemy are in the habit of de- 
livering the drawing cut, a most cutting kind 
of blow. To convoy a good idea of the despe- 
rate courage of the Seikhs, it may be advi- 
sable to relate a scene which fell under my 
own observation. When the enemy hastily 
retreated from, their outpost, the * low bare 
hill ’ in front of Chillian; one wounded Seikh 
was left behind. He was clothed in the in- 
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fantry uniform^ red jacket with white stripes 
across ,the breast, an*d lflue trousers. ^HS 

"sported 'the usual qilhntity of black 'beard, 
• * 
whiskers, and moustaches. A cannon ball had 

shattered hjs thigh bone, and he cpuld not stir. 
On my first approaching hinj, ho was stuffing 
bung into hits moifth as fast as possible. The 
outside pockets *of .his jacket were filled with 
this intoxicating drug. Hd was seeking relict 
from the excruciating agojiy of his wound. On 
my arriving close to him he made a desperate 
effort to* collCct his almost dormant energies, 
and, worked up into a convulsive paroxysm, 
grasped at a tulwar lying within reach of his 
arm. His strength, however, failed him. The 
countenance of this dusky demon, distorted by 
rage, would have been well adapted for the 
pencil of the tragic painter. He was a thick, 
well-proportioned man. % 

Whilst Unett was charging on our left flank, 
a Seikh cut at him from behind. A private 
dragoon, close behind his gallant leader, inter- 
posed his sword ; the Seikh’s tulwar not only 
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shivered it to pieces, but penetrating Unett’s 
p'Ouch, entered his b&ck. On several occasions, 
the English steel was found inferior. / More- 
over, tlie enemy were almost impervious, from 
the shields, armour, and wadded clothes they 
wore. The men. of -the 9th Lancers often 
failed to pierce them. w * 

The Native Cavalry place no reliance on their 
’ swords ; instead of' having recourse to them, 
they trust to their pistols. Several comman- 
dants have taken away their small fire-arms, 
in order to. teach them more fconlfticnce in the 
use of the sword. Instead of the native sol- 
dier being a part of his horse, the horse is the 
principal part of him, for he never fails to 
make use of its speed when there is any 
danger. 

The attempt to make dragoons out of natives 
of llindoostan is absurd: let them use their 

v U v 

own tulwar, bit, and stirrup, and they arc 
useful irregular Cavalry. The only use derived 
from the Light Cavalry of India by the East 
India Company, is the splendid source of pa- 
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tronage it presents. If the good of the service 
was alqnc consulted, life regular cayalry would 
*be converted into irregfllars as has been*before 
said. 

In describing the operations of the left, I 
have been compelled to placp on record the 
dastardly behaviour of the 5th Light Cavalry ; 
bat in justice to them I must state that 
they behaved with more firmness* at Eatfl- 
nugger. There they approached the enemy, 
and opened fire with their pistols. The 5th 
had always been itigarded as the finest cavalry 
regiment in Bengal. This corps has, however, 
established a claim to a more enviable notice. 
Lord Gough, for what reason Heaven knows, 
presented a donation of rupees to the privates 
of this regiment. This they magnanimously 
determined to give ‘to the *14th Dragoons, in 

token of their admiration of the superhuman 

• • • 

courage displayed by the latter. On being told 
that this was impossible, they expressed a wish . 
to. expend it in a convivial entertainment to 
them. This proposition being also overruled, ' 
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they purchased a piece of plate, which was duly 
presented to the IffiroeS of Ramnuggef. Wc 
feci disposed to sink the memory of tft’ieir ill- 
* conduct at Chillian, in admiration of the noble 
spirit that actuated them to make this present. 

During the action, natives, our camp-fol- 
lowers, in the rear, might have been frequently 
heard exclaiming, that the English were beaten, 
afid that the enemy were coming down on them. 
Some days after this action the Peshawur artil- 
lery officer, Elihu Bux, came in and delivered 
himself up to Lord Gough. ■’ Tiir the -middle of 
the following month, the cavalry were harassed 
by constant picquets, patrols, and escort parties. 
The 9th Lancers, just facing the Seikh camp, 
were disturbed by daily false alarms ; and the 
•men of some troops of Horse Artillery slept in 
their boots and breeches. . Our patrolling 
parties exchanged blow? occasionally with the 
Goorchurras, who were prowling about every- 
where in quest of food and plundor. On the 
30fh January, Lieut. •'Chamberlayne, with . a 
party of the 9th Irregulars, intercepted a largo 
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body of Goorphurras, who were watphing an 
• • • 
opportunity of seizing our camels, «ent oxA to 

graze, Sixteen were slain, and tbe rest, took 

to flight. The brave leader sustained a wound, 

but this was no novelty to him, as die is said to 

have been wounded more than twelve times 

since 1840.. * 

One day a patrol of the 3rd Dragoons 
suddenly found himself in* the company of 
two ferocious foes, prowling nbont the jungle. 
This gallant dragoon succeeded in despatching 
them, after a"wcir-maintained fight ;»in which 
his carbine proved useful to him. Men 
were employed in clearing away the brushwood 
in front of the camp — a very prudent proceed- 
ing. The camp was concentrated into a*small 
square. Tins was, however^ a doubtful policy f 
for th$ shot of the enemy, in the event of a 
battle, must have swppt the # whole camp. The 
camels, elephants, baggage, and camp-followers, 
were crowded in the centre. The stench which 
arose from the dead camels scattered about, 
was sufficient to have engendered a pestilence. 
The camels died in large numbers, owing to 
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want of forage, severe labour, and exposure. 
If any of the carnets sent to graze strayed far 
beyond the outposts, tliey fell into the hands 
of the enemy. 

It may not bo out of place here, to describe 
a system of roguery practised by the chief 
native subordinates of Sur Commissariat 
establishment. These rogues employed men 
to" purloin *?hc Government camels; then after- 
wards furnished the different departments with 
fresh ones at a high price. In many cases, the 
identical" camels which had' been stolen, were 
introduced to supply the place of the lost 
animals.* The chief Gomasteh, or agent cm- 
ployed by the Company, amassed a fortune 
during this campaign. 

* The leniency with which native offenders 
against the articles of war are punished, is 
most inexcusable. A native writer attached to 
the Commander-in-chief^s staff, was detected 
in the act of despatching important information 
at a serious crisis to Slieie Sing. It was also , 

* I perceive that the Indian Government have pre- 
ferred a charge of extortion against J ootee Persad. 
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revealed that lie had been long in the .habit of 
• • • 
^communicating our designs to the eflemy ; The 

reader will imagine that the punishment of 
death, or imprisonment for life, was awarded 
to him — at .least that the cat-of-nine-tails was 
applied energetically to his back — No! his back 
wages were? paid up, and he was discharged! 
If an English soldier had been convicted of a 
similar transgression, little mercy would have 
been shown him. • • * 

Soon after this battle, the Commandor-in- 
chief had it in contemplation to fbtreat to 
Dinghcc, for the purpose of keeping open his 
communication with Ramnugger, where there 
was a tete dupont constructed on the right bank 
of the Chenab, occupied by two of our* regi- 
ments and some guns. Whilst the British armjf 
was encamped a^Chillian, the Seikhs in largo 
bodies penetrated io Dijjgliee at .different 
times. There was, however, another channel 
of communication open, that by Heylah ; . 
where General Thackwell’s force encamped 
after the action of Sudoolapore. After much 
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deliberation, bis Lordship determined to remain 

«• t • 

in bis intreiichments till reinforced. The ar- 
rival of General Whish’s army from Mooltan 
was soon expected. Some timid persons re- 
garded Goolab Sing with suspicion, and were 
apprehensive that he would take advantage of 
the weakness of the British' army to make an 
attack on Lahore : they were not aware that 
that wily fox entertained more fear of the Seikhs 
than of the British.' He had made a display 
of his good-will towards the latter by favouring 
the Company with a loan of several lacs of 
rupees. 

Orders were no,w sent to the 53rd regiment, 
in garrison at Lahore, to march immediately 
to R&mnugger, and every available soldier was 
despatched to the army. The 98 th Foot were 
pushed to Lahore, from Umbaliih; and General * 
Sir Dudley Hill’s army of reserve was held in 
readiness to move on Lahore at an hour's notice. 
Thp Earl of Gifford and Sir Henry Lawrence, 
who had attended Lord Gough during the 
battle, left the camp on the 18th, for Lahore. 
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Indeed, repprts.had! reached the inhabitants 
of Lahore that Shore ^ingliad bee* successful* 
and farming apprehensions of a rising # arose 
in the minds of* the English politicals a’t the* 
Residency. . The contiguity of thp two hostile 
armies at Chillian had nearly, been productive 

of some seriefus mistakes : two or three officers 

• * 

en route to join the British camp, approached 
the Scikh outposts. They Rad, however, time 
to escape. 

Chutter Sing arrived in his son’s camp 
two or three *flay§ subsequently to the battle, 
and materially contributed to swell the Scikh 
forces. The enemy fired a royal salute 
in his honour. The English officers (Major 
Lawrence, Lieutenants Herbert and Bowie), . 
who had been taken prisoners whilst occupying 
the forts of Attock and Peshawur, accom- . 
panied Ohutter : they were treated \jith much 
consideration by the Scikh chieftains. A strong 
guard was posted at their quarters, to prevent 
the Akalee fanatics frtnn despatching them. 
They received permission to come into the 
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British camp, for a few days, on parole of 

« 

honour; aod were the bearers of overtures 
for peace from Shere Sing. The terjns of 
treaty submitted by the latter for the accep- 
tance of Lord Gough savoured of the most 
foolish arrogance. This interchange of nego- 
ciations answered our purpose for it kept 
the enemy quiet until the army of Mooltan 
arrived. Slierc Sing endeavoured to delude 
his followers ‘into the belief, that the British 
troops had failed in their assaults on Mooltan, 
and that' Moolraj, or at least’ a large portion 
of his troops, was in full march to join them. 
But the arrival of some men who had witnessed 
the entrance of the British troops into the 
fort, soon dissipated this delusion. They con- 
veyed the intelligence of the approach of 
General Whish’s force. Lord Gough incurred 
much unpopularity, by forbidding the despatch 
of any letters' to the provinces, till his own 
official bulletin was ready. 

It has been my aim to present a faithful 
account of the Battle of Ghillianwallah. I 
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was present, by.t of co/rsc much of thig account 
• • • 
rests on the statements of others who bore 

a past in the affair. # One great incentive to 
me to write this**narrative was a hearty* wish 
to preserve, from oblivion the deeds of noble 
men ; for it is a matter of great surprise to 
me, to fiuct that, lip to the present time, no 
account of the second Seikh campaign, or of 
any of the battles, has yet* been gfven to tlie 
public. # . * * * 

When the importance of the actions of 
Chillianwallah and Goojerat is considered, and 
the sensation in England which the intelligence 
of them created^-7-when we recall to mind 
Cabinet Councils and Queen’s speeches, in 
which allusion is made to the glorious termina- 
tion of the Punjaub war — when we remember 
the unanimous meed of praise awarded in the 
Houses of Parliament to Jjord Gough, for his 
illustrious exploits — surprise at this is con- 
siderably increased. • 

■It will be seen that* no opinion has been 
pronounced in these pages on the policy 
pursued by his Excellency in these operations ; 
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it has been my object merely to place on 
'record tho. plain facts connected with the ac- 
tion,, and the different' opinions current m the 
camp respecting it. The letters which appeared 
in the Indian newspapers during the progress 
of the campaign, containing animadversions on 
Lord Gough, were often based on ; false state- 
ments, and dictated by the most paltry malice, 
lien, who'iiad befcn unsuccessful in their ap- 
plications for' staff .appointments, vented their 
spite in elaborate articles, casting the most 
unwarrartablc aspersions on Vac character of 
that illustrious soldier. Thus they were able 
to gratify their /vindictive feelings without any 
fear of detection, for the papers to whom their 
dastardly libels were sent did not previously 
-insist on their authentication. 

The injury which Lord Gough sustained in 
this way has been somewhat counterbalanced, 
however, by the glorious reception with which 
he has been honoured in his native land. Such 
a reception was justly due, for England has 
not sent forth a more successful General since 
the days of Wellington and Waterloo. 
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SUBSEQUENT EVENTS. 


The British army had remained stationary 
at Chillian since the 13th of January, 1849, 
and its patience was nearly exhausted, when 
Lord Gough struck his tents on the 15th of 
February. 

It will be remembered, that the Seikhs were 
about’ three miles in our front, posted on the 
heights of Russoul.* On Ihe morning of the 
12th they evacuated Russoul, and took up a 
position at Kooree. . Ou the l3th they pre- 
cipitately decamped, their destination being • 

£ 
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Wuzeerabad, a town t^n the Chcnab, with a 
•ford, which had been rendered' memorable by 
the crossing of General Thackwell’s force. 

* i 

! Some of the Seiklis debouched through the 
Korec Pass, situated on our right flank ; 
others went through the Bimber and Kurrian 
Passes. • . 

It will be scarcely believed, that the British 
army was*^n utter ignorance of the direction 
which Sbere Sing had taken. The Politicals 
attached to our force, it is true, could see that 
the Seikh camp had vanished, .’'ut whither the 
enemy had gone they knew not. Some hazard- 
ed the opinion, that they had retired towards 
Attock, others imagined they bad gone up the 
river ^Jhelum. The arrival of some spies in 
.camp at last cleared up the mystery. It was 
the general impression, that Shore Sing pur- 
posed to effect the passage of the Chenab at 
Wuzeerabad, and to hasten by forced marches 

to Lahore. If he had succeeded in reaching 

1 

that place, its fate waa certain ; for the British 
garrison was too weak in numbers to resist, for 
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any length of time, th cl assault of such an over- 
whelming force. Moreover, flie people of Lahore* 

would have risen in rdvolt, and aided tlie bc- 

» • 

siegers. *It is sgid, the Scikhs at the capital 
entertained ^sanguine expectations # that Slierc 
Sing would achieve their dgliverance ; and 
they publicVy^cxprsssed this belifif in the pre- 
sence of their Bfltish masters. Shore Sing is 
reported to have said, that if was liiS intention 

to have made forced marches to Umritsur, to 

* 

have crossed the river Sutlege, and, after col- 
lecting recruits"* 01T the road, to *lia¥e sacked 
Delhi. 

There were various conjectures afloat as to 
tlic reasons which prompted the Seikh leaders 
to desert tlicir strong entrenchment, and ha- 
zard a contest in the open plain. Some sa y,« 
that they were suffering from a lamentable 
scarcity of provisions, a natural result^of their 
cooped-up position ; and that, by descending 
into the plain, in the direction of Goojerat and 
Wuzcci'abad,. they would* have enjoyed a com- 
parative plenty. Others incline to the opinion, 

K 2 
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that jthe Sciklis lost confidence in their position, 
'"bejng cogivzaut of Ihc {’act that the precipitous 
ravine in their rear wofild preclude their escape, 
in <&se the British troops should b*b victori- 
ous, and succeed in turning their left flank. It 
was generally .asserted, that their object was 
to reach Goojerat, a town tot fat from Wuzce- 
rabad, which was connected with cherished 
religious Associations. 

The Khalsa had never joined battle with 
an enemy near Goojerat without gaining the 
victory;. and, buoyed up b‘y Shell traditions as 
these, they were anxious to light the British 
army there. Shore Sing himself placed every 
confidence ' in the numerical superiority and 
innate bravery of his troops. It is said, that 
• before the battle of Goojerat he paraded his 
troops before his chief prisoner, Major Law'- 

renco, and observed to him, “ With these 

1 \ 1 

troops I shall defeat the Engrese Sirkar, or 
English Company.” The rejoinder was, “ If 
you had 200,000 siich as these, Sirdar, you 
could not do it.” It was even hinted, that the 
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Scikh leaders # wene d/signcdly alluring. tlieir 
men to destruction bj holding out to thpm* 
vain ]iopes ; whilst others stated, that^ the 
Sciklis had it in* contemplation to intercept 
tlic army of Mooltan in its margli to Ram- 
nugger. It is probable that a combination of 

these reasohS accelerated Shore Sing’s depar- 

• • 

ture. He was harassed for food, entertained 
doubts as to the advisablcness of holding Rus- 
soul, and perhaps indulged -the -hope that he 
might be able to cross the Ohcnab, and accom- 
plish the 'captufe Sf Lahore. II<5 did not re- 
tire, because of the incapacity of the country 
in his rear to furnish provisions ; and his dis- 
trust of the AfFglians, between whom and the 
Seiklis had always existed in times past, a 
deadly religious feud • 

The English reader is probably acquainted 
with the fact, that the Afghans are followers 
of the creed of Mahomed, whilst the Seikhs 
arc Hindoos; and the Seikhs Jiad frequently 
committed outr/igcs’ oil the tombs of the 
A Afghans, who eagerly embraced every oppor- 
tunity of retaliation. 
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On, the 11th of Febmary* tlfe Seikhs made 
grejat demonstrations in front of the Ivoree 
Pass,, drove in our patrolling party, aryl ap- 
* pearfed desirous of precipitating a general en- 
gagement. ,But this was, in all .probability, 
a ruse, to conceal the movement of a part of 
their force towards Goojerat. 

The enemy appeared to be divided into two 
columns, one of wliich threatened our rear. In- 
telligence had been brought in by the spies that 
the Seikhs were determined on attacking us. 
Signal guns were now fired by our heavy battery 
in the front of the camp, and preparations 
made for battle . J But it di,d not coincide with 
Lord Gough’s views to encourage these warlike 
advances ; the army remained therefore within 
their field-works, the cavalry alone, under 
Gen. Thackwell, going out to skirmish with 
the enemy. On the 13tb, that most talented 
officer. Brigadier Clieape, * of the Engineers, 
arrived in caipp from Mooltan, with some 
squadrons of the 10th and, 14th Irregular 
Cavalry ; who, having performed unusually 
prolonged marches, had left General Whish in 
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their rear. TJius. Brigadier Oheape, nq.w Sir 

• f • # 

John, K.C.B., arrived in time to sender that 
scientific aid to the authorities, of whicl^they 
stood so -much irshccd. It must be knoWn to 
every one, that Brigadier Oheape conducted, the 
approaches at tjie siege of Moeltan. 

Some weeks previously, an 'apprehension 

• • 

had prevailed that the enemy would cross the 
Jhelum, and take up a position in # the moun- 
tainous defiles near Attock. • This would have 

• 

been at variance with the wishes of those 
who were anxious to join theii* families as 
soon as possible. Every one had grown im- 
patient of the monotony of life in the British 
entrenchment at Chillian; the 6nly excite- 
ment being produced by some encounters 
which occasionally took place between Goor* 
chunks and the British patrols in the jungle; 
in all of which the former^were defeated. 

The officers of the different corps erected 
mounds in front of their respective lines, to ( 
enable them to. watch the movements of the 
enemy; and regiment vied with regiment in the 
height of their respective mounds. To these 



200 , BATTLE 0^ QOOJEEAT, 

mounils the idle resorted at all hours of the 
day, to beguile the time. Lord Gough himself 

4 ft 

was $ic first to erect a 'hillock for the purposes 
* * • 

* of rccon n oissance. 

On the coming of the 14th, .when Lord 

Gough received., intelligence that the Ivhalsa 

« 

army had taken possession 6f Go'ojcrat, orders 
♦ , 

were issued that the troops should march, at 
9 .m., towards t‘he enemy ; the march was, 

however, deferred till 12 by another order. 
It being afterwards ascertained that the camels 
could not •return from their grazing-ground till 
late in the day, the march was countermanded 
till next morning, when thc f troops struck their 
tents at 4 a"m. If the camel-drivers could by 
any nrcans retard our movements, they most 
assuredly did so. The greater part of them 
w r ere Punjaubees, and as ill-looking, uncivil 
fellows a$ can well be imagined. 

It was with feelings of unmixed satisfaction 
•that the troops r wcnded their way backwards ; 
and it was the earnest hope, of many, that 
the f ncxt battle would bo fought under the 
walls of Lahore; for such a consummation 
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■would have brought ifiicm near their canton- 
ments. 

• The first march of our army was to Lus- 

• • ^ 

soorec, if place almost equally distant jrom 

llamnugger, where the British army had a fete 
du pont, and Wuzecrabad, the supposed dcs- 
tination of’.tbc Kljalsa force. It was at Lus- 
soorce, where tlic forces of Lord Gough and 
Sir Joseph Thackwcll cftectijd a junction, after 

the passage of the Chcuab river. The march 

• • • 

of the British army wits through a continuous 
line of jungle :,a»d those uninitiated in the 
mysteries of the Politicals were in constant 
expectation that the enemy would suddenly 
emerge from the briislrvvood, or open a sudden 
fire of artillery. 

« 

At Lussoorec the reports of the various 
spies relative to the moveiftent of Shore Sing, 
were most conflicting, and no reliance could 
be placed on any of tlicfti. It was evident 
enough that they had not proceeded towards 
Ramnugger, but that their line of march was 
on Wuzeerabad.* There were many reports; 

k 3 
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some to the effect that t\je enemy had crossed, 
Or were jufjt crossing, the river at the Wuzce- 
rabad 'ford; others, that they were in full 
march towards us. At one time, Lord Gough 
seemed more than certain that they had 
effected the passage of the river, and were on 
their road to Lahore. • 

A council of war was now held, and it 
wae determined that the cavalry and horse 
artillery should push on to Ramnuggcr with 
the greatest expedition, and from thence to 
Lahore, foy the purpose of intercepting Shcrc 
Sing’s progress. Orders had been sent- to Ge- 
neral Whish to detach a force to Wuzccrabad, 
to contest the passage of the river. TJiis able 
officcr v had, however, anticipated this order, 
q,nd sent a force, under Colonel Byrne, con- 
sisting of Her Majesty’s 53rd, the 13th Native 
Infantry, Holmes’ Irregulars, and some guns. 
It should be observed, that General Whish had 
arrived 3ome days before at Ramnugger, with 
a portion of the Mooltan army. On the 14th, 
information was conveyed to him, that five 
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hundred Seiklis had Crossed the Chenab at 

• * * * • 

Wuzeer abaci. But wheh Cdlonel Byjne reached 

‘that place, he found that six thousand men, 
with guns, were oncamped on the other side of* 
the river. On the 17 th, this body made a 
demonstration of crossing the Saodra ford: 
but Coloifel . Byrne was on the alert, and 
ready to dispute* the passage. • They then re- 
tired on Goojerat. It should be observed, that 
Colonel Byrne had just previously received 
explicit instructions to offer no opposition, in 
tho event. of thn enemy attempting to force a 
passage, but to retreat on Brigadier Markham. 
These orders had been countermanded, we 
suppose, before Colonel Byrne determined to 
place guns in position at the ford. If the 

left bank of the Chenab had been destitute 

• 

of British troops, it is very probable that the 
Khalsa army would have crossed the river. 

The determined oppositiSu of Colonel Byrne’s 
small detachment would no doubt have kept 
tho whole Seikh army at bay. 'There were few 
boats; and the enemy, whilst struggling in the 
water, would have been mowed down in bun- 
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dreds by the skilful marksmen of the 53rd. 

Brigadier IJundas, ^ViUi'ihc Bombay forces, was 

still sortie marches in hiarear ; but Lord Gough 
< * 

-had urged him to use the greatest expedition, 

and was in daily expectation of his arrival. 

The British forces were now gradually con- 
centrating, and every hope .was entertained of 
a quick and decisive issue to these combina- 
tions. Our position at Lussooree was such, 
that we coul(J intercept the retreat of the 
enemy towards the Jheliim. Lord Gough daily 
advanced a few miles towards the Seikhs, who 
were, according to report, posted between 
Goojerat and ^Wuzeerabad. The British army 
halted at Sudoolapbre one day. This place 

will be remembered as the scene of the defeat 

« 

<?f Sherc Sing’s attempt to annihilate General 
Thackwell’s force on the ‘3rd December, 1848. 
On the 17tli, the army encamped at Koonjah. 
On the 20tli, it ‘found itself at Shadec- 
wal, distant but a few miles from Goojerat, 
before which town the enemy had taken up 
tbeir ground. On the 1 8th, Brigadier Mark- 
ham, with tlio 32nd Foot, 51st and 72nd 
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Native Infantry, proceeded up the left bank 
of the river from Rarflnuggcr to Kadaokee, te 
* which place Lord Gaugli had directed that 
forty-sefen boats should be sent. Ou tha 
morning of the 20th, lie crossed the river, and 
effected a junction with the Commander-in- 
Chicf. Rvigadier*Gcncral Dundas joined us 
on the night cf the 19 th. His Excellency 
had previously expressed much impatience at 
his non-arrival ; but it would appear that too 
much was expected frOm the gallant officer, for 
the 60th Rifles, &c., made a mjirch of thirty 
miles on the 18th, and fifteen on the 19 th. 
As reports prejudicial to Brigadier Dundas 
gained publicity, il is only just tp counteract 
them by a statement of the facts. Would 
that the British Army .contained many more 
such talented, brave officcfs ! 

Two or three days prior to the anticipated 
battle, his Excellency revived to reduce the 
baggage of the army, by sending all super- 
fluous tents and camp-followers to Ramnugger. ’ 
lie himself - set* a praiseworthy example, con- 
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tenting himself with one tent. The records 
of the various depaftmehts, with the officers 
attached to them, were also dispensed with for 
a time. By this means wo got rid of seven or 
eight thousand camels. 

Reports now reached camp that the enemy, 
though rather disheartened at the. strength of 
our reinforcements, intended to await our at- 
tack* in the open plain. The dry bed of the 
river Dwara, a. tortuous water-course nearly 
surrounding the town, stretched in a southerly 
direction to Shadccwal. It was deep and 
broad, and capable of affording concealment 
and protection to the Soikli infantry and guns. 
Besides this, .there was a small nullah, which 
falls iqto the Chcnab, covering their left. 
As the ground between these nullahs was 
opert and level, Lord Gough determined to 
conduct his advance on it. The nullahs might 
have formed a serious obstacle to the progress 
of the heavy guns ; at least, they would have 
considerably delayed us-. . 

The Seikhs were not so powerful in artillery 
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as they might have been, had they not sent 

away several guns across the Jhelum. Their 

‘object in thus detaching guns might haVe been 
• « 
to form *a support or focus, on which .they 

could have rallied in the event of a defeat. 

• • 

On the memorable 21st, the army advanced 
over a beiVitiful plain, occasionally cultivated 
and adorned with foliage. The larks were 
singing merrily, and the sun shono on an»ex- 
tensive line of bayonets and sabres. As we 
approached Goojerat, the drums of the Scikhs, 
beating to arms, were distinctly heard. Here 
and there, a body of Goorchurras, dressed in 
white, with their accoutrements glittering in 
the sun, were visible in the distance. 

The line of battle was formed in the ^follow- 
ing manner : — On the right of the nullah, the 
infantry division of Gen. Gilbert was posted; the 

heavy guns, eighteen in number, being placed 
• » 

between his two brigades. Contiguous to the 
Gilbert division, stood General Whish, with his 
division; one of his brigades (Markham’s) 
being in reserve. lie was covered by the Horse 
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Artillery (troops of Fordyce, 'Love, Kindle- 

side, Sfaekenzie, and Anderson, and No. 17 
( 

Light Field Battery). Qn the right flank moved 
Alio cavalry brigades of Lockwpod and ‘Hearsey. 
On the left of the nullah was seen Colin Camp- 
bell, with his infantry division, protected by 
Nos. 5 and 1 0.Light Field Bgtterigs ? Ho "gun’s 
brigade being in support. On Campbell’s left, 
thc.linc w^s prolonged by the Bombay forces 
under Brigadier-General Dundas ; and on the 
extreme left was stationed White’s cavalry 
brigade, supported by the, troops of Horse 
Artillery of Duncan and Iluish. The 5 th 
and 6th Light Cavalry, the Bombay Field 
Batteries, and the 45th and 6.9th Regiments 
Native Infantry, under Colonel Mercer, moved 

C 

in the rear, for the protection of the baggage. 

J will now detail the strength of each 
division and brigade. Whish’s division' con- 
sisted of the brigades of' Ilarvey (the 10th 
Foot, 8th and 52nd Native Infantry) and of 
Markham (the '32nd .Foot, 51st and . 72nd 
Native Infantry). Gilbert’s * division com- 
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prised the brigades of,Fcnny (the 2nd Bengal 
• • • ° , 
Europeans, the 31st and 70th Native Infantry) 

and qf Mountain (the* 29th Foot, the # 30th 
and 56th Nativo'Infantry). The brigadfis of* 
Carnegy (tlv> 24th Foot, the 25tlj Native In- 
fantry) and of.Macleod (the .61st Foot, the 

36tli and *46tli Native Infantry) constituted 

• • 

• the ■"division of Colin Campbell. Dundas’s 
division comprised the 1st Tfoinbay Europeans, 
the 60th or Kings RovaL Rifles, the 3rd and 
1.9th Native Infantry, and the artillery divisions 
of Blood 'and Turnbull. LockwOods cavalry 
brigade consisted of the 1 4th Dragoons and 
1st Light Cavalry. f Ilearsey’s or the irregular 
brigade numbered the 3rd, 9th, 11th, and J3th 
Irregular Cavalry. The 3rd Dragoons, 9th 
Lancers, Stli Light Cavalry, and Scindc Horse 
were under the command of Brigadier White. 

Lord Gough too^ up his station near the 
heavy guns. The second in command, Sir 
Joseph Thackwcll, exercised a superintendence 
over all tlic tropps ‘to the left of the jiullah. 
The intention of the chief was to penetrate • 
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the centre of the enemy’s Hne with his right 
wing, and, -enabling our left wing to cross the 
nullaji with little loss, to cause it to push back 
the enemy’s wing opposed to' it on the Seikh 
centre. 

The Seiklis opened fire on our advancing 
troops at a most unusual distance: The line 
was halted, and the artillery and skirmishers 
pushed to the front. There was a large 
mound here, from which the Staff obtained an 
excellent view of the enemy’s position. The 
Seikh guns were served with great rapidity; 
but their shots did little mischief. The can- 
nonade, however, opened bv us, about 9 A.M., 
was of such an overwhelming power and pre- 
cision, that the enemy soon withdrew. As 
soon as their fire slackened, our infantry de- 
ployed into line, and advanced. The enemy now 
fell back ,in great npmber? on a village named 
Burra-Iiabra, a strong position, where they 
wero almost hidden from view. This village 
was flanked by two Seikh batteries. General 
Gilbert ordered Penny’s Brigade to storm it. 
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and the 2nd .Europeans, under the gallant 
• * * • 
Brigadier himself, soon forced their way into 

the pljicc. The resistance was most obstinate. 
The 2nd Europeans sustained great loss* one 
hundred and forty-three privates and six offi- 
cers being killed. Lieutenants Sprot was the 
only officer 'killed. * 

Bnt let the gallant eye-witness, before 
alluded to, here detail the proceedings of ^iis 
noble regiment, the 2nd Bengal ’Europeans : 

“ A very annoying fire was opened upon us 
from a village *al)out two hundred* yards in 
front, and our brigade was ordered to storm it. 
Our men, who had been held down all the 
time, started up with a cheer. It was the last 
some of them gave, poor fellows ! Aground 
shot took off a man's head close to me, and 
spattered his brains in my face, the bullets 
whizzing about lik<* hail,, and, as jve came 
nearer, grape was poured into us ; but not a 
man wavered for a second. ‘.Officers tjp the . 
front — load on your men !’ shouted the Major; 
and we sprang forward amidst the shower of 
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balls, dashed across a deep nullah, gave one 

{ t 

rattling volley, and poured into the village at 
every point. Many ot the Scikhs stood and 
fought like men ; but the greater portion (there 
must at least have been about . 1000) left 
the village at one end, as we,, entered at' the 
other. * Those who remained were shot or 
bayoneted on the spot. There was no quarter 
given. A number of them shut themselves up 
in their houses; bat’ our men beat down the 
doors, and poured in volley after volley, and 
sullenly aad savagely they' died, fighting to 
the last. We captured three of their stand- 
ards in the village; and, then, leaving the 
left wing to keep possession, we defiled to 
the right, and found ourselves under a hot 
fire of grape and canister, totally unsup- 
ported, as we had advanced in front pf the 
whole lin /3 to storrn. the village, and the troop 
of horse artillery had been obliged to retire, 
bein^ temporarily disabled. This was the 
most deadly fire we were exposed to during 
the day, the balls hissing about like winged 
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serpents. A troop of horse artillery dashed 

past us at a gallop, di'cw tip, unlimbfcred, and 

"returned the enemy's fine. The whole liifie of in- 
• , 
fantry was seen advancing ; our guns policed iiv 

a withering fire ; the enemy left theirs and fled.” 

In this action, as well as at Ohillianwallah, 

* • • 

the Seikh^CiUightJiold of the bayonets of their 

assailants with their left hands, and closing 

with their adversary dealt furious sword-blows 

with their right. This circumstance alone will 

suffice to demonstrate the rare species of 

courage possessed by these men- Jit may be 

doubted by many, that one Scikli foot soldier 

repulsed three lancers at Ohillianwallah, but 
■ * 

such has been stated to be a fact. . lie received 
the thrust of the lance on his shield, and rush- 
ing under it, cut at the lancer or shivered tlje 
lance into atums with his 'tulwar . 

The loss of the Illst Native Infantry, 

* • • 

amounted to 128 rank and file, killed or 
wounded, whilst the casualties of the 70th 
Native Infantry, were forty-four rank and file, 
killed or wounded. The enemy soon deserted • 
their guns, though they directed a heavy fire on 
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this brigade -when it emerged from the village. 

c , 

The native regiments Claim much of the credit 
of thin gallant charge* Major Mac Oansland, 
. commanding the 70th Native Infahtry, was 
severely wounded in this affair. Ilis life was 
in danger more than once. When his soldiers 
had placed him in a dooly or native; litter, and 
were conveying him to the rear, a cannon rhall 
entered af one end, and skimming his head 
went out at the other. He is now recovering. 

The village of Chowta-Kabrali was carried 
in brilliant style by Harvey’*: Brigade. The 
10th Foot, under Colonel Franks, once more 
added to their never-fading laurels. They 
effected their entrance into this small fortified 
place in the face of a most galling fire of mus- 
ketry from loop-holes, and suffered a loss of 
sixty privates, killed or wounded. The 8th 
and 52nd Native Infantry ably supported the 
10th Foot. The former lost fifty-nine privates, 

killed or wounded ; the latter had thirty-five, 

»- 

rank and file, put hors de combat. Anderson’s 

( 

troop was exposed to a very heavy fire. So 
many of its horses were disabled, that the com- 



AND SUBSEQUENT EVENTS/ 215 

manding officer Vas compelled to send to the 
rear for others. The •gal&nt leader himself* 
Tell mortally wounded, to the poignant* regret 
of the vfhole arjny.* Fordyce’s troop*^also* 
suffered rough treatment ; in fact it was almost 
annihilated. Fordyco was compclfed to send a 
requisition ^to.tfic JOth Foot for .men to work 
( the^juns. The enemy, however, sustained equal 
injury from the fire of these* devoted troops. 

The Scikh Cavalry made frequent efforts to 
turn our right flank ; * but their movements 
were immediately counteracted by.tlic energetic 
Hearsay. The enemy poured a heavy fire into 
the 14tli Light Dragoons, whose skirmishers 
often resolutely repulsed the faring foe. 
Warner’s troop of horse artillery here rendered 

«r 

good service, and its lire arrested the advance of 
the Goorchums, who swarftied in clusters. A 
large party of these men penetrated to the 
rear of the heavy guns, afld approaefied Lord 

• 

Tlie heroic Anderson was attached to the Mooltan • 
troops. When ordered to hasten to Lord Gough’s 
camp, he made a march of sixty miles in forty-eight 
hours ! 
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Gougli. The personal escort, a troop of the 
‘ 5th Light Cavalry 1 , under Lieutenant Stannus, 
however, charged, and achieved the complete 
« destruction of these men. This gallant officer, 
however, received a severe wound on this oc- 
casion. Mr. Cocks, of the civil service, who 
accompanied the chief, sought & personal en- 
counter with one of these Goorchurras.^.The 
Seikh dismounted, and succeeded in inflicting 
a bad wound on Mr. Cocks's leg; but the latter 
fully avenged himself, despatching the ruffian 
by a well-delivered thrust. ' This intrepid civi- 
lian, one of the Somers family (the worthy 
scion of such a gallant race,) was stretched on a 

i 

sick bed for a length of time afterwards. It was 
feared that he would bo compelled to undergo 
amputation; but he is now restored to health. 

Campbell’s division did not come into colli- 
sion with the enemy’s infantry, although it expe- 
rienced a heavy fire. The Bombay troops saw 
little of the battle; the enemy gradually retired; 
as they advanced . The 60th Rifles skirmished ; 
but they suffered no loss from the enemy. 

The enemy opened a feeble fire on White’s 
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Brigade, which was. effectually responded to by 

Huish’s and Duncan’s troops. Tl^e * Seikhs, * 

having deserted a gun ii> front of this Brigade, 

• • 
a party of Huish’s.troop, who were despatched • 

to secure it, found it to be one of their lost 

• m 

guns, which had fallen into the hands of the 

9 9 

enemy at Okiilian. • How delighted they were 
.to rsqpver it ! • 

Large bodies of the Seikh cavalry hoveled 
in our front ; and the Affgliap cavalry on their 
right, under Akram Khan, having mustered up 
courage enough to •approach us, and # threaten 
our left flank, General Thackwell ordered the 
Scinde Horse, supported by two squadrons of 
the. 9 th Lancers, to charge them. The former, 
headed by the dauntless soldier, Malcolm^dash- 
ed headlong upon the enemy, and drove every-, 
thing before them, capturing two standards. 
At the* conclusion of the charge, the General 
rode up to the commanding officer, and passed 
a high eulogium on the conduct of his men. 
He declared, that their valour could not have 
been surpassed by any troops. These men obey 

Xi 
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the words of command delivered in the English 

language, and uncicrsfand many of the cavalry 

man&uvres. They wear helmets, and a narrow 
* » 

pllitc of steel, running down the back seams of 
their sleeves and the front of their overalls, (a 
good substitute for the stripe,) forms some pro- 
tection. Tiiey possess also geestft superiority 
over other irregular cavalry^' both in discipline 
asad equipment. '• A single Affghan, during the 
advance of our troops, sought his destruction 
in the midst of the 3rd Dragoons. He was 
quickly sacrificed. ' * 

As soon as the AfFglians were routed, the 
enemy’s right wipg fled. Lord Gough, seeing 
this, ordered Sir Joseph Thackwell to pursue 
with., the cavalry. The infantry soon lost sight 
of these long-legged fugitives. Some brigades 
proceeded a little distance beyond Goojerat, 
others were engaged in collecting the captured 
guns and ammunition. The whole country 
was strewn with guns, bullocks, wagons, tents, 
uniforms, and articles of merchandize. The 
deserted hampers of merchants who, overcome 
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by fear, had taken to flight, occasionally at- 
tracted the eye. It fell to my lot *to light’ 

on a splendid bottle of Maraschino, whilst a 

* • 

friend made capture of a bottle of ck&m-* 

pagne. The ,9th Lancers and 8th Light 

Cavalry occasionally overtook .parties of the 

enemy conveying fiway guns. A swarm of 

•cavatey was seen* near four guns, which the 

enemy were preparing to discharge, •when the 

sudden and well-directed firo.of .Blood’s troop 

of horse artillery, within a few yards, made 

them desert them. • • # 

The slaughter, perpetrated by the British 

Dragoons in this pursuit, was fearful, No 

quarter was given, and every Seikh, armed 

or unarmed, fell under the sword or the pistol. 

Often an enemy was descried concealed in a» 

tree, when a shot would bring him to the 

ground, and, whilst he was falling, a dragoon 
• # • 
would deal him a blow with his sword. 

The country for miles presented a dreary 

spectacle of t# dead arid the 'dying. Many 

a Sing threw away his clothes and arms, to 

L 2 
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’ * . ! 
lighten himself and conceal his profession. 

f i {* * * 

Many hid themselves in the corn-fields; but the 
dragoons, dispersing through them like hounds, 
ousted them from their lair. Others found a 
place of refuge in the numerous villages. The 
brigades of Hearsay and Lockwood, inclining 
to the left, soon got into "communication with. 
General Thackwell, capturing several gens in 
their advance, And committing awful havoc 
amongst the .flying Sings. ^The 14 th Dragoons 
were conspicuous in this bloody work of re- 
tribution 'Corporal Pay he' of that 'regiment 
captured a standard, cutting down the bearer. 
Captain Scudanjore, of the same regiment, 
received a severe wound from a man whose 
life he had spared. 

The zeal and activity of Colonel King in this 
pursuit were surpassed by no one. Previous to 
this action, whilst the army lay at Chillianwal- 

8 l 1 

lah, he earned the particular thanks of Lord 
Gough; and General Thackwell states in his de- 
spatch on Goojcrat, that’ he wH under' peculiar 
obligations to him for his energetic conduct whilst 
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in command o£ dotacljpd Jodies of cavalry, 
convoys, &c. He even anticipated tihe orders 
of his superiors : for instance, two squadrons 
of the 9th Lancers,* two bf the 14th Dragoons, 
6th Light Cav;ilry, and four of “Warper’s guns,” 
were despatched l^y him on the 1st of February 

towards Gwjcfat, fo bring in a convoy of 

• • 

provisions, and to escort the twelve captured 
guns to Ramnugger. The detachment hid 
reached Bogrcwallah, where they purposed 
bivouacking, when the gallant Colonel King, who 
was in command dfthe detachment,' hoard that 
there was a probability of the convoy being 
attacked by a large .body of the enemy near 
Goojcrat. Colonel King immediately pushed 
forward, and was in time to prevent the 4>eikh 
cavalry effecting their object. Captain Bid- * 
dulpli, who commanded the convoy, was fully 
alive to the danger gf his^situation. .When 
the Seikhs courted collision with us on the 
11 th, in front of the Koree Pasjp, Sir Joseph 
Thackwcll personally superintended the skir- 
mishing of the dragoons. Colonel King, who 
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commanded the 14 th op. this occasion, seemed 
eager for the conflict. 

T,he Seikhs, in th£ early part of tfce day, 
not^ppreciating the display’ of quarter on the 
part of the British, fell victims . to our ven- 
geance. Hand-to-hand encounters ..were fre- 
quent. In these encounters, Neville Chamber- 
lain, of the Irregulars, particularly distinguish- 
ed* himself by tfie numbers of the enemy he 
slew. The troops did, not draw rein till they 
had proceeded a distance of fourteen miles, 
and until? tlie evening had closed in. 

General Thackwell proposed bivouacking 
on the halting-ground, and prosecuting the 
pursuit early next morning. But luckily his 
intention was thwarted by an order from 
Lord Gough, desiring the return of the cavalry 
to camp. I say, luckily, because a bivouac 
there would have (subjected the men to severe 
privations; for the baggage, ’tents, camp-follow- 
ers, everything, indeed, was at Goojcrat. Tho 
men had been in their saddles since seven 
o’clock in the morning. If they had partaken 
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of anything, it ^as enly,a sandwich; and there 

• * • 

was little water at hand. No doubt had the 

• 

cavalry, followed the enAny early on the^fol- 
lowing morning, thtey must have overtaketf'fhe 
infantry, and,most of the guns, on this side the 
Jhelum. |5ut thq British cavalry must have at- 
tempted the anhihilationof these furtive masses 
• • 

-WitEottt the aid of guns. The only troop which 
rendered any assistance during the htat of the 
pursuit, was that of Blood, and* he was eom- 
pelled to halt long before the cavalry drew rein. 

This troop (a* Bombay troop) 'escited the 
admiration of the army. It is equipped after 
the manner of the Royal Artillery, and disci- 
plined on the detachment system. Its guns are 
six-pounders, and the horses sturdy and hand- 
some, of the Arab breed. When it is remem-* 
bered .what harassing labour this troop had 
endured, after having made daily forced mar- 
ches for* some tftie previous without inter- 
mission, it is, indeed, difficult tp withhold ad- 
miration. It outstripped Huish’s troop of the 
21st in splendid style. 
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Tfoe Seikhs left their camp standing near the 
• • 1 • 

Bara-Durce, a kind of pleasure-house close to 

Goojerat. It was sofa denuded of every tiling 

* by 'the camp-followers , 1 whose predatory tastes 

are proverbial. .They were not satisfied with 

the mere spoil >of the interior pf the, tents, but 

even dragged away the banvdss: itself after 

i * 

them. The cavalry passed this camp hot* 
pursuit ; Vhcn tlicy returned there was not a 
vestige of it remaining. 

Next day an order was issued, commanding 
all persons possessed of any s^oil to' surrender 
it immediately to the Commissariat Depart- 
ment, under pain of severe punishment. This 
produced little effect, as officers afterwards dis- 
covered to their cost. So wholesale had been 
•the plunder, that the camels, in addition to 
the usual baggage, were laden with „ Soikh 
swords, ^muskets, carpets,, tents without end. 
Our rnehter or sweeper amused a fortune by 
the sale of his,share of stolen property. An 
infantry officer entered One ,of the enemy’s 
tents, when to his surprise a stalwart Scikh 
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confronted him; the latter, however, drawing 
his sword, dashed past *him, at the .sirnc time* 
’delivering a blow whicl| proved serious.* This 
officer’s name escapes i/y memorj. I fclt*verjr* 

anxious to examine the interior of a Seikh 

• • • 

tent ; but the heat of the pursuit did not 
permit myVishes k> be realized. • 

Tbc troops wch) employed in exploding the 
different magazines and tumbrils, with which 
the camp abounded; and fov dgys subsequent 
to the battle, frequent ’were the loud reports 
in all parts of the field. A serioqp accident 
occurred at this time to two men of the 2nd 
Europeans, and four sepoys of the 70th Native 
Infantry. They thoughtlessly sat down to 
smoke near an ammunition-wagon, ancl were 
discussing the events of the day, when a spark, 
ignited the powder, and they were hurled into 
the air. One man’s head was blown off, and 
the faces* of the others were like “ blackened 
masks,” and their eyes seemed bursting from 
their heads., «■ • 

The enemy offered considerable opposition 

L 3 
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to the entrance of our troops into (joojerat. 
Eighty mm who remained in the fort, sur- 
rendered to the 32ndi Foot. There was a 
*iiati>o hospital ; and to the surprise of our 
men, the Seikh sentries were pacing round it 
as unconcernedly as if no defeat had taken 
place. A temple and 'garden ^containing 
two hundred men, wore gallantly stormed -by - 
two* companies ol the 10th Foot. On the 
22nd, the captured guns were disposed in line in 
the park. Fifty-three guns fell into our hands. 

The enemy succeeded in ‘convening some 
across the Jhclum, which were afterwards de- 
livered up to Sir , Walter Gilbert. The fide- 
lity displayed by the Seikh gunners is worthy 
of record. The devotion with which they re - 
mained at their posts, when the atmosphere 
around them was absolutely fired by the 
British guns, does not admit of description. 
One instance of tills may be related : — A large 
gun drew a very heavy fire on itself from the 
British artillery, and all its gunners were dis- 
abled, save two men. These men continued to 
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serve it, as our line advanced. When one of 
those heroic fellows kissed ’the dusjj, the other; 

* unaided, fired two rounds ; but, on the near 
approach of our ,troojp, took to flight. ^The- 

British guns were so overwhelming, both in 

• • • 

numbers and calibre, and their fire so rapid 
and precis#, that the enemy declared there was 
for every Sing. 

Some Seikljs, however, had entertained such 

sanguine expectations of success, that^ they 

imputed our victory to* supernatural aid. On 

passing by a wovnded Seikli, he ^exclaimed, 

“God has given you the battle, sir.” The 

Goorchurras were supplied with nails for th*e 
% 

purpose of spiking our guns ; and.it was their 
intention to have made a resolute advance 
for that purpose. The Seikh chieftains, a$ 
usual, showed great want of courage; for they 
deserted the field, and fled towards the 
Jhelum • very early in the day, being ap- 
prehensive that the British cavalry of the 
left would cut off their «retreat. The English * 
officers, prisoners in their camp, were taken' 
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away with them. A light cavalry trooper, 
* 1 , f * 

Olose to 'n\e, saved the life of a man, who 
declared himself to he one of Lieutenant 
ilerbart’s servants. 'vris frooper 'was an 
original character ; he was loaded with um- 
brellas, brushes, , looking-glasses, &c., the pro- 

* /" 

perty of some unfortunate*- Seikh '•'merchant, 
who had been So closely pressed, that hq.caf’t. 
away his goods to accelerate his pscape. 

The poverty t of some of the villagers around 
Goojerat was distressing. The condition of 
the Irish people in the famkie may, -perhaps, 
have been worse. After the action, they were 
frequently seen to, cut open the carcasses of 
horses for food. The Khalsa army had latterly 
suffered^ from shortness of provisions; and 
consequently robbed the peasantry of every- 
thing they possessed, not excepting the money 

the latter had received from the British Commis- 
4 * 

sariat, in exchange for flour and other supplies. 

In Lord Gough’s despatches much of the 

credit solely due to the .Scinde horse, was 

# 

awarded to the 9 th Lancers. It appears that 
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General ^Thackwell directed the Scinde horse 
and two squadrons of the 9th L^nters, the* 
'other two squadrons being in support, to 
charge th*c Affgliqn cav/lry. The staff olffcer?’ 

by whom this order was to have been con- 

• 1 • 

veyed, commanded the Scinde horse to charge, 
supportedXby. tfie *9th Lancers. • The charge 
acc ordingly took* place, and the Scindians bore 
the brunt of the affair, the Lancers merely 
following them. Thus originated this unfor- 
tunate mistake in the despatches, against 
which Captain* Malcolm afterwards loudly 
remonstrated. The intention of the General 
was one thing ; the thing done was another. 
T3ut, considering the result, the mistake was 
fortunate ; for the moral effect produced 
on the enemy by this bold attack of this 
Native cavalry was most impressive, and tlie 

example set to the remainder of the Ilin- 
• • 
dostanee cavalry most invaluable. 

The Affghans qever halted till they reached 

the river Jholurn, a distance* of more than 

thirty miles. A&ram Khan, who was wounded, | 
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did not stop till be reached' a place near 

i , ' * * 

Rawul Pinjlee. 

Amongst the anecdotes connected with this 

Hattie there is one to me effect that, ' on Lord 

Gough inspecting the 10th Foot, previously 

to the day of action, Colonel Franks declared 

| / 

that his regiment was ready to r^Carry the 
Seikh position at the point of the bayonet, - 
without firing a shot, as before at Sobraon. 
Lord, Gough, remembering the fate of the 
24th Foot at Chillianwallah, rejoined, “ That 
is the very thing I do not want you to do.” 

Licut.-Coloncl Franks was devoted in his 
attention to his rpgimeut. During the cam- 
paign he completely usurped the functions of 
his adjutant. The 10th, always distinguished, 
was foremost in the breach at Mooltan. The 
wealth acquired by some of the privates of the 
10th and 32nd regiments, consisting of gold 
mohurs, (a thirty-two shilling piece,)" rupees, 
and jewellery, would sqjpass conception. The 
attention of the whole army was directed to the 
(fact by a court-martial on a private soldier. 
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for purloining tlie property of a fellow-comrade. 
The prisoner escaped because the qoihplainant 
* could not prove the 'ooucy stolen to* be his 
property. In tlys cese there was a viol<ftio&' 
of the truth of the old saying, “ Honour among 
thieves.” 

A hospital was 'established for the wounded 
.o»cmy, and every attention 'given by the 
medical men to their respective cases. 'The 
loss sustained by the British army ip. the 
battle of Goojcrat was 76*rank and file killed, 
and 595 -wounded. Five officers w # erc sent to 
their long home ; Anderson and Day of the 
Artillery, Lloyd of the 14th Lancers, Sprot 
of the 2nd Europeans, and Cox of the 8th 
Native Infantry. Lieutenant Ilutclynson of 
the Engineers suffered amputation of the leg, 
from the effects of which he died a few days 
subsequently. The twenty-four officers wounded 
were, Goddard and Scudamore of the 14th 
Lancers; Stannus, Best, Jeffrey, Farquharson, 
Griffiths, Darnell, Jamison, Lowther, Smith, 
Sir Richmond Shakespear, Boyd, Elderton, 
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Toogood, Sandford, Mathcson* Gully, Mac- 
Gausland; p. L. Edwards, Fytche, Whiting, 
Murray? and Provost-Marshal Budd 

the morning of \thc J22nd, Brigadier- 
General Campbell, with a small force, was 
despatched to the Bimbcr Pass to secure any 
guns which might have taken that ?6ute. Sir 
Walter Gilbert, selected to ' prosecute* the, 
pursoit of « the fugitive Scikhs, started from 
Goojcrat on the 22nd with a large force, and 
proceeded to the Jheluin by Dinglicc and the 
Khoree Pass; and, to the® surprise of the 
whole army, the Bombay troops received or- 
ders to accompany, him. They had scarcely 
enjoyed one- day’s cessation of marching from 
the time they left Mooltan, and had un- 
dergone considerable fatigue in their tedious 
march to that place. The Bombay sepoys 
were prevented from making the forced 
marches, accomplished by the Bengal troops, 
by sore feet. Was it just to revile these poor 

I 

fellows for dilatoriness, «and contrast them with 
the troops of the other Presidency ? It was 
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not so surprising tkat Jlicir Jpet becamcblistered, 

• • 

# but that they did not altogether drop off. 

Thp tale of the hardships and di&culties 
encountered by* the 'Bombay troops during* 
this eventful campaign, would bp almost suffi- 
cient t<\ scare # away all aspirants after mili- 

tary fame ffrdm ’the recruiting serjeants. The 

• • 

•Scngtil regiments, which had participated in 
the assault and capture of Mooltan, Vere 
permitted to stand fast at ■Goojerat. On the , 
advance of the British line towards Goojerat 
on the 21st, thfi haggard looks Of the men of 
the 60th Rifles were striking. Not only did 
their looks betray the extent of the fatigue they 
had endured, but even their gait also showed 
it. This dismal appearance was considerably 
heightened by the sombre hue of their dress. 
It wqs a pity that this gallant corps did not 
come into immediate contact with tlye enemy, 
for its ball-practice would have startled them. 

What a pleasing contrast, the discipline, _ 
dress, and bearing of the sepoys of the Bom- 
bay regiments presented to those of the Bengal 
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army. The former, bore, a much stronger re- 
< > 

semblance to the English troops. They were 
well set up, moved with rapidity, and their 
clothes 1 seemed to fit tliem. The native offi- 
cers had the recommendation of youth. and 
activity, whilst those attached to the Bengal 
regiments were incapacitated by dge: 

It has been customary at Bombay to select” 
the tnost energetic and intelligent men of 
a regiment for promotion. As a neces- 
sary consequence, the troops have been better 
drilled. The young native officers take a pride 
in their position, and employ all their energy 
to recommend themselves fo’* further advance- 
ment. The young sepoy bestows attention to 
his dutk3, in the hope of soon gaining in- 
creased rate of pay and the rank of officer. 

In Bengal promotion goes by seniority. 
Non-commissioned officers, .just as they become 
fitting subjects for a pension, receive a commis- 
sion. Just as their energies are evaporated, 
and their pride extinguished, they are expected 
to infuse life and activity into others. It sel- 
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dom happens Jhat th§ troQps of the two Pre- 
• • 

( sidencies are thus conjoined in *action. I 

was jin eye-witness of the coolness # with 

which the Bombay sepoys manoeuvred* under 

fire. 

The chief objects of the enemy at the battle 

of Goojerat tvere* to turn our right flank, and 

• • 

•penetrate to the guns. Every one must have 
been struck with the simplicity of Brigadier 
Hearsay, who records in his'despatch that there , 
had been a difference between himself and Bri- 
gadier LockwoStf. Such a statclnont was very 
superfluous, when it is considered that the only 
words uttered by. Brigadier Lockwood were, 
that he had received certain orders from the 
Commander-in-chief. Brigadier Hearsay as- 
sumed the command of ajl the cavalry on tile 
right. flank, as senior cavalry officer. Brigadier 
Lockwood never disputed his authority. No 
one can acquit the gallant old officer of bad taste 
in thus making allusion to a .momentary mis- 
understanding pn the part of his junior. 

From all that has been stated, it will be 
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seen that the defeat pf the enemy was mainly 
attributable to the powerful fire of the British 
artillery, the charge ot cavalry on the. left, 
arid the bold advance of the infantry brigades 
of Penny and Ilarvey. There can be no doubt 
that the never-ending line of the. British troops 
did much to strike fear into the breasts of the 
ill-fated Seikhs. - ' " 

The enemy, according to Lord Gough, op- 
posed to us sixty pieces of artillery. The British 
army mustered sixty-six guns, not including 
the eightecn,,hfcavy pieces of ordnance and the 
Bombay artillery. It must be remembered, 
that some of these .guns were held in reserve. 
Indeed, it was madness in the enemy to have 
joined battle with us in the open field. 
Tkeir only chance of success consisted in 
awaiting our attack in an entrenched position 
like that of Russoul. It i^, evident that the 
impression created by the battle of Chillian- 
wallah, secured us, an easy victory at Goojerat. 
The arch-rebel, Shore Sing,' overrated the ca- 
pacity of his troops. 
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General Gilbert followed up the enemy with 

• * • # • f 

such rapidity, that the Seikh chieftains, despair- 
ing of successful resistance, now determined to 
surrender to thejr pursuers. The worttff <fc*- 

arming, which commenced at Manykyalla, was 

• • • 

completed at Rawul Pindee ; t the Seikh chief- 

• • 

tains delivering tiieir swords itfto the hand of 

. Sir falter. Sirdars Chuttcr ‘Sing and Shere 

Sing were among the first to propone surrender. 

All the other chiefs came iij, wjth the exception 
, * • 
of Bhaio Maliaraj and Colonel Richpaul Sing. 

Forty-one pieces* of artillery were also brought 

in, and sixteen thousand men laid down their 

arms. The reluctance of some of the old 

Khalsa veterans to surrender their arms was 


evident. Somq* could not restrain tlj^ir tears ; 
while on the faces of others, rage and hatred 
were visibly depicted. They each received a 
present of one rupee from the Company Baha - 
door. -Many officers were anxious to obtain 
possession of some of the weapons here taken ; 
but neither their entreaties ndr offers of money 
had any effect on the British authorities. 
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They were all broken up. The Seikhs were 
impelled to, this surrender from a want of pro- 
visions,' and distrust of the Affghans in their 
<r«at. , They perceived, from t]ic untiring energy 
of their pursuers, that no opportunity would 
bo afforded them of rallying, and making ano- 
ther trial of the chances 'of war. <.The spirits 
of the sirdars liad sunk to a very low ebb, and. , 
the slaughter perpetrated by the British troops 
at Gopjcrat inspired them with terror. They 
were completely hemmed in, the noble Ab- 
bot’s troops being in their reun, Colonel Stein- 
bach’s force on their right, and Sheik Emam- 
ood-Decn was matching against them on their 
left by Chukoowall. 

It may interest the reader to learn how 
ipany guns fell into the hands of the British 
army during this campaign. Fifty-three were 
captured at Goojerat ; three discovered after 
the battle ; forty-iiine surrendered ■ to Sir 
Walter Gilbert ; twelve wore captured at 
Chillianwallah, and fifty at Mooltan. There- 

t 

fore the enemy lost one hundred and sixty- 
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seven pieces df ordnance. Whence these in- 
struments of ’death cotild Lave been collected 1 , 
* no one could tell. They sprang, it would seem, 
like the Inen of Cadmus, from the earth. T*han 

Colonel M'Slicrry took possession of Goviai- 
• • • 

ghur, he discovered an immense number of 
guns buried jn tkc#arth. It is strange, that 
. up t<j this secortd Seikh campaign the British 
were utterly unacquainted with the resources 
of the country. Though, British Politicals 
were stationed at Lahore* and .Tullunder, they 
never obtained, information that a town and 
fort so near them were overstocked with 
cannon. Of what benefit were the numerous 
spies and political iuformers who were enter- 
tained by the Residency? 

After the battle of Goojerat, small detach- 
ments were posted at the principal fords on 

the Clienab to disarm any fugitives from the 

• , 

Seikh army who might* bo returning home. 
After being divested of their swords and muskets 
they were at libertyto go wherever theypleased.* 
They were also permitted to retain their horses 
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and garments. It was expected that their 
cattle would hare been seized for our irregular 
cavalry regiments ; indeed, many -irregular 
•cavalry officers lingered all day long at the 
%-ds to watch the transit of the discomfited 
Goorcliurras. They expressed a wish that 
they might be permitted to ' raisp regiments 
out of these disorganized elements; for they 
recqgnized>mcttle and symmetry in the horses, 
and prime stuff in the men. 

I stood at the bridge of boats on the 
right bank of the River Gffionab a,t Wuzee- 
rabad, when Cliuttcr Sing and Shere Sing, 
with a few retainers, made their appearance. 
They sported two or three elephants, with 
handsomely caparisoned howdahs, but were 
Jhemselves mounted on horseback. Cliuttcr is 
an old, blear-eyed man, wears spectacles, and 
stoops. He appeared in too infirm health 
to be capable of rendering any assistance to 
his son, Shere Sing, in the . field of battle, or 
in the general contrel of the troops. The 
principle of division of labour was embraced 
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bj them ,* the father conducting the diplomatic 
duties, the son carrying* on the military opera-’ 
‘tions. Shere Sing is of good height, Robust, 
and with* a manly gait. He appeared* un» ' 
abashed ; the expression of his countenanA 
being stern, half savouring of a, scowl. It was 
with Strang# intenst*that I saw # the havildar, 
or servant on duty, advance to the party, pre- 
sent arms, and demand tlitfir weapons. The 
look of anger with which some jof the Bu,nnoo 
infantry, who formed the escort of their beloved 
chief, complied vtiAi this request, wi^l never be 
efFaccd from my imagination. Some of them 
muttered an invocation or prayer as they 
grasped their beloved musket for the last time. 

Lord Gough and his staff were ii^waiting 

on the other bank to receive them. From the* 

* 

delay which had taken place in their arrival, 
his Excellency feared that they must have 
effected -the passage of tlie river at Saodra 
ford, two or three miles higher up. In truth, 
Shere Sing, . not relishing the prospect of 
himself and his followers being stripped of 

M 
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their -weapons, went up to the other fbrd ; hut 
“finding that its passage involved some danger, 
and that it was guarded, was compelled to go 
' to ' Wuzeerabad. The sensation which their 
(^>proach created in camp was great. As 

they passed by General Thackwell’s camp on 

« » 

the right brfnk, all the’ privates cf the Euro- 
pean regiments flocked out 'of their ljnes to 
catch a glimpse df them. Great numbers of 
private dragoons, .mounted on their tattoos or 
poncys (private property) might have been 
seen movijig-with the throng, .-staring in vacant 
admiration. On the left bank, the whole of 
Lord Gough’s cqmp turned out to feast their 
eyes with the sight of men who had displayed 
so much resolution and military skill. 

, His Excellency was surrounded by an im- 
\ 

meuse number of officers, aud the scene was 
very imposing. Shere Sing on reaching the 
bridge inquired, in a hasty way, if Major 
Lawrence was at hand 1 This officer, on the 

i 

fall of Pcsha'wur, was -kept in confinement 
by the Seikhs till the 16 th February, when 
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lie received permission * to , visit his brother 

at Lahore, on parole, his wife arid family 
* ) • 
being kept as hostages. Shere Sing possessed 

great confidence in him, and hence his anxiety 
to sec him .at this critical moment. Major 
Lawrence now # a Lieutenant-Colonel, is the 
brother of Six' Henry Lawrence, K.C.B., now 
the first Commissioner of the Board for the 
Administration of the affairs of the Punjaub. 
Mrs. Lawrence had been in* captivity also With 
her children ; she was treated with kindness. 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomson were also 'prisoners. 
An English female, the wife of a private 
soldier, shared their confinement. Mrs. 
Lawrence had made an attempt to escape 
from Pesliawur, at the outset of the ftisturb- 
ances, but fel 1 into the hands of the enemy, 1 
through the treachery of a confidential ser- 
vant. She was one * of the ladies commonly 
designated the Cabul prisoners, who encoun- 
tered such fearful hardships. • 

The share taken by the different brigades 
in this crowning victory was so dissimilar, 

M 2 
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and the phases Qf this battle so different to 
beholden? from different points, that a variety 
of opinions prevailed as to the nature of the 
* action. The Bombay troops had no chance of 
^earning distinction. 

This sketch* must not be brought to a con- 
elusion, without adverting to *tl$e noble con- 

4 e 

duct of Captain Walter Unett, of the 3rd 
Light Dragoons. 1 This officer received throe 
bad wounds,*' whilst executing the splendid 
charge with the *Gray squadron at Chillian- 
wallah ; <but ho could not*' brook Confinement 
within his tent, when any deed of glory was 
to be accomplished. He once more placed 
himself at the head of the Gray squadron at 
the battle of Goojerat, and was detached for 
the purpose of affording protection to Blood’s 
battery. This squadron did much execution 
among, the flying Seikhs It was expected by 
many that the honour of C.B. would* have been 
conferred on, him, in addition to the Brevet- 
Majority. It would not hqve been misplaced, 
and Avould have formed an incentive to other 
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men to emulate ^sucji noble deeds. That many 
men have received the honour who had not 
established so good a diaim to it as "Major 
Unett, may be easily proved. It is not yet toor 
late for the ^ authorities to perform this act of 
justice. “Better late than never.” All officers 
who commanded detached squadrons at Chil- 
lianw^Uah were promoted .to ihe grade of 
Brevet -Majors ; consequently Unett, whose 
squadron was the only one which crossed 
swords with the enemy, htis not received a 
reward proportioned to his superior iperits. 

Objection may be taken to certain other 
rewards bestowed as inadequate to certain ser- 
vices. Neither Gilbert* nor Thackwell have 
received a substantial reward. It lias been 
hoped that the Government will take the firsts 
opportunity of conferring the second class of 
the Bath on Brigadiqr-General Tennant, who 
commanded the Artillery division. All other 
Divisional Commanders, even Brigadier Cheapc, 
who did not hold "a divisional command, 

* Wo hail, with unfeigned doliglit, tho elevation of 
General Gilbert to the dignity of a baronet. 
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received the honorary dignity ot K.C.B. 
Tennant directed the movements of the ar- 
tillery. during the campaign. So important 
* were the services of the artillery in this final 
action, that Lord Gough observed, “ That 
was General Tennant’s victory yet Tennant 
was only made C.B. That ke-. was not a 
Companion of the Bath previously, and that 
the* Government did not intend to give more 
than one step for the victory, are lame 
excuses for the neglect. The Ministry have 
so often violated this regulation before, that 
they might assuredly have gone a little farther 
in Tennants favour. Witness the sudden 
jump of Pollock and Nott to the Ci.O.B. 

Astonishment may very naturally be cx- 
. pressed, that the different regiments employed 
in the battles of Chillianwallah and Goojerat 
have notrcceived permission to carry the names 
of those actions on their colours and 'appoint- 
ments. This omission must be imputed to the 
Indian Government, with whom it rested to pay 
this desirable compliment to the valour of the 
British troops. But it was not only in this 
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respect tliat the Ipdian Government display- 
ed an indifference injurious to the troops.’ 

They would not incur* the responsibility of 

. * • « ^ 

granting batta or, a pecuniary donation 4>o tlifc ' 

force, without a reference to, the # home autho- 
rities. Yi scoun ^I ar dingc, immediately on the 
conclusion thc’Sutlcgc campaign, ordered 
the (bstrilmtion of twelve months' batta to the 
army, ile decreed medals, "and the* honour of 
bearing the names of the yarious engagements 
ou the regimental appointments. 

The miserable* pittance granted by the Com- 
pany for the second Seikh campaign — six 
months’ batta — was not issued till one year 
after. The inconvenience which this delay en- 
tailed on the Indian army, formed ji, fruitful 
source of complaint in the different newspapers.^. 
If this batta had been quickly distributed, 
officers might have njet the additional ^expenses 
unavoidably incurred in the campaign ; but, 
owing to the delay, they were t forced to have 
recourse to the banks, where tlie interest, fees, 
and postage, swallowed up a large portion of 
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the donation. Lord Gough, entertaining ex- 
pectations «that clasps would be awarded for 
each action, ordered that presence-rolls for the 

V 1 

attionc at Sudoolapoore, Ohillian wallah, and 
Goojcrat, should be prepared immediately by 
commanding officers of regiments. ,His sur- 
prise may be imagined, when' a Bttcfceeding mail 
brought an intimation from the Court of Di- 
rectors, that a medal would be granted to all 
troops employed within the Punjaub territories 
during any portion of the campaign, and one 
clasp to those actually engaged in the' battle of 
Goojcrat. They grounded their decision, on 
the plea that it wa.s contrary to custom to grant 
honorary distinctions for any general actions 
which had failed to elicit the thanks of the 
-House of Commons. Lord Gough, very irate, 
as may be expected, remonstrated against this 
injustice, and cited the battles of Marajpore 
and Punniar as precedents, where troops had 
received decorations, without having been 
previously honoured 'with the thanks of 
Parliament. 
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In the namfc oT those unfortunate men, 
•whose empty ’sleeves* dnd trowsera indicated* 
‘their participation in bloody scenes— .in the 

name of *thc unwounded but dauntless Surti- . 

• * 
vors, Lord Gough called on the Court of Direc- 
tors to concede a clasp for tlie battle of Chil- 
lianwallah. /flic* npblc lord's appeal was not in 

vain ; for a subsequent steamer* conveyed the 

• • • 

pleasing news, that a clasp would be issued to 
those engaged in the battle-field of Porus and 
Alexander. * 

Of coiy^c, a pksp is promised to the con- 
querors of Mooltan. It would, however, have 
been very iuvidious to grant a clasp for Mool- 
• tan, and withhold' one for Chillianwallah ; 
for this reason, that the Mooltan troops, 
who were present at Goojerat, would have car- 
ried two clasps and a medal, whilst Lord 
GougK’s army, which had borne the brunt of 
the battles of Sudoofaporej Chillianwallah, and 
Goojerat, would have received only one clasp 
and a medal. Our gratitude, therefore, is due* 
to that illustrious old warrior, to whom it can 
• M 3 
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never be imputed as a fault, that he was in- 
different about the claifns and' merits of his 
soldiers With what admiration have I beheld 
.him uttering words of kindness and encou- 
ragement to poor wounded soldiers, stretched 
on their beds of misery ; and giving his manly, 
unaffected tribute of praise to t tbose gallant 
men, Major Walter Unctt amongst the number, 
whose deeds of valour contributed to elevate 
him to the peerage. Lord Gough has always 
had the reputation of commiserating the suf- 
ferings of others, without possessing* a particle 
of the affectation common to other great men. 

This narrative must not be concluded with- 
out a solemn protest against the system of 
hampering the Commander-in-chief with poli- 

«i 

tical agents. Lord Gough was entangled with 
the political shackles. Where the chief au- 
thority is resident in another person, ‘ it is 
impossible to form a correct estimate of the 
character of a general. Major Mackeson, the 
•governor-general’s agent, controlled the move- 
ments of the Chief ; and it was he who urged 
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the advance df the British troops into the 
jungle at Ohfllian, ds* may be gleaned from 
’ Lord Gough’s despatch* > 

Every* one must admire the wise and^ manly, 
decision of Sir Charles Napier, who would not 
accept the’ office of Commander-in-chief, ex- 
cept on* condition .that lie should be perfectly 
exempt from adl control in tdio field. The 
mischief, of which the political agents have 

been productive, is prodigious. 

* * * • 

Formerly officers inVominand of armies we re * 
vested with political powers. # Agents were 

attached to the troops ; but they were always 

* 

.subordinate to the General. In short, they 
were merely officer's experienced in the habits 
of the country, who were at hand to offer 
advice when wanted. Lord Lake was always 
armed witli political powcYs, enabling him to 
make' treaties subject to the approval of the 
Governor- General. * It will be remembered 
that .Arthur Wellesley was empowered to 
enter into any negotiation witli the Mahrattav 
which seemed advisable to him. All the 
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great heroes of Indian history ‘^achieved their 
triumphs when free and uncontrolled. These 
remarks 1 must not be construed into any re- 
flection on Major Mackeson. We eftjoy his 
personal acquaintance, and are able, therefore, 
to state that the civil and military services 
of the Company combined,, do, pot contain 
a more clever br more energetic officer, nor 
one more conversant with the habits and feel- 
ings of the Seikhs. Whilst he was Commis- 
sioner at Ferozepore, he obtained intelligence 
of the murder ,of Van Agncw»and Anderson at 
Mooltan, sooner than the Resident of Lahore. 

Lord Gough, on this occasion, introduced a 
novelty in the system of despatch-writing. 
Instead of endeavouring to condense the re- 
ports of the several divisional commanders in 
his own despatch, he submitted them all for 
the inspection of the Governor-General, and 
thus obtained their publication along with his 
own. Though despatches are thus rendered 

<i 

very voluminous; they are . to be preferred td 
such laconic bulletins, as “ Vent, Vidi, Vici 
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Of course it is easier to obtain a correct notion 
of a battle from the assembled sketches of the* 
various Generals of Dmsion, than frara the 
report*of # one man. # * . 

Another novel feature in this campaign 

• * # 

was the conversion of the heavy guns into use 
as field-pie^csv- * 'She elephant battery, com- 
manded by Sir Richmond Shakespeare, moved 
with considerable celerity ; for the remarkable 
docility of this animal insures its prompt 
obedience to the wore! of» command. Two 
elephants, will drag an eighteen-pounder over 
any ground. The bullock batteries also exe- 
cuted their manoeuvres with wonderful rapi- 
dity. As soon as the guns were unlimbered, 
the bullocks, guided by their drivers, went to 
the rear in the most regular order. These 
animals are perfectly steady under the hottest 

fire. Lord Ilardinge has told us, that • the 
• • . 

elephant* batteries were first brought into use 
during the Sutlege campaign; but it should 
be remembered that they wore then directed* 
against entrenchments which might have been' 
not inaptly called fortifications. 



254 


BATTLE Qtf G00JEEAT, 


The presence of a carnage and four horses 
•in the British camp Created much surprise. 
It was the state-coach <of Sir Henry Lawrence, 
•and Sent from Lahore for the convenience of 
his brother’s wife, who proceeded immediately 
to the capital on being released from her cap- 
tivity. How ' the postillionr did .rattle over 
the rugged roads ! 

Lord Gough aitd his staff paid a flying 
visit to Rotas and Jhclum. After minutely 
inspecting them he decided on locating a de- 
tachment of troops at the kttor place. Co- 
lonel Mercer, a very zealous officer, was sent 
there with the 5.‘3rd Foot, and 20th and GDtli 

Native Infantry. 

* 

This narrative was finished when our atten- 
jtion was called to a rumour affecting the cha- 
racter of the 14th Dragoons, in connexion 
witlr the battle of Goojerat, which has been 
circulated in certain circles m England. 

Malevolent libellers, not .content with cast- 
ing the most defamatory , aspersions on this 
gallant regiment, in consequence of the retreat 
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of Pope’s brigf#de it Chillian wallah, have in- 
sinuated that \he're&fve force, in support of* 
‘the 2nd Cavalry brigade, consisting of some 
troops* of the 14th, under the commaild 'of. 

I 

Lieutenant-Colonel Doherty, wilfully lost se- 
veral opportunities of making effective charges 
on parties Grdo^phurras. • 

Why this accusation of lukewarmness should 
have been preferred against the reserve alone 
it is difficult to discover. No portion of 
Lockwood’s brigade got into personal con- ' 
tact \vitl\ the epwiy until the retreat. The 
Irregulars of Ilearsey were also restricted to 
acting on the defensive. As has been before 
• stated, nothing would have more effectually 
answered the purpose of the enemy, than a 
charge by the reserve or other parts of the 
brigade. The Seikh horse M erc as numerous 
as the waves of the sea in the front of our 
cavalry.. They were in * anxious expectation 
of being able to get into the rear of the 
British army. II a4 any wide gap occurred^ 
they would kav6 instantly availed themselves 
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of it. The charge of Lockwood, Hearsey, or 
Doherty would have left !an opening, by which 
a large .body of Goorchmrras might have pene- ' 
tr/ftedto the rear. Under such circumstances 
it was the policy of wise commanders to watch 
the enemy, arid keep them in check whilst the 
grand attack -by our centre, division was pro- 
gressing. The 1 force of cavalry here, ,when 
compared .with the Goorchurras, was small. 
As has been before hinted, the chief object to 
be attained by the British army, was the 
destruction of the Seikh ccntfq. The services 

4 

of the British cavalry were to bo put in requi- 
sition during the retreat. 

I have already borne testimony to the 
gallantry exhibited by the 14th when in 
^pursuit of the enemy. Brigadier Ilearsey, 
in his official report to Major-General Sir 

Joseph Thackwell, records, that “ the con- 

, < 

duct of the 14th Dragoons throughout the 
day was most exemplary and steady ; and,” 
he adds, “I liavc not the least doubt, had 
an opportunity occurred, it would have been 
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most eagerly seized, to the utter destruction 
of any body opposed to it.” Brigadier Lock- 
wood, in his report to tlic same General* states 
that a deep nullah in his front formed a con- 
siderable obstruction to his movements. Ilear- 
sey also writes that, in a certain stage of the 
action, he placed Colonel Doherfy, with two 
squadrons, to fift up the . gap to the left. 
This malicious reflection dn the ’character 
of the King’s Light Dragoons .must be attri- 
buted to the wording of a letter which appeared 
in some of tho newspapers. That letter, after 
giving a good description of the different 
movements of Frank’s regiment, the 10th Foot, 
adds, “ Why our cavalry on the right did not 
charge, it is impossible to tell.” This epistle 
was penned by an officer .attached either to 
the lQth Foot or 52nd regiment Native In- 
fantry, who was uttfvrly ignorant of f;he inci- 
dental circumstances which weighed with such 

an experienced soldier as Ilearspy. 

, # 

The voluminous Correspondence connected 
with the Punjaub campaign reveals the melan- 
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choly fact, that the most spirited,, and attractive 

descriptions of the various scenes in the battles 

have emanated from men lamentably ignorant 
* • *• 

"of moat material facts ; whilst those men whose 

exalted rank constituted them the phief agents 

in those transactions, and who are conversant 

with every derail, have given to 'tlfe public the 

• i 

most lame and impotent accounts which' could 
have been '’written* 

The victor of Mooltan, General Wliish, may 
be instanced as a man whose deficiency in the 
art of description, has been productive of con- 
siderable injury to some gallant soldiers. No 
man possesses a greater desire, without the 
ability, to give merit its due, than lie. Colonels 
Markham and Franks achieved the most bril- 
liant feats under the walls of Mooltan. The 
former earned a title to the greatest renown at 
the action of Sooruj-Koond, where he cap- 
tured several guns, vanquishing a large body 
of the enemy. . If Sir William Wliish pos- 
sessed half the illustrative genius of Sir Harry 
Smith, the fame of those gallant soldiers 
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would hive been duly recorded. Sir William’s 
despatch, in connexion with Goojcrat, afforded* 
some amusement to tlie press of India. At 
the conclusion of it he gravely informs Lord' 
Gough, that his Adjutant-General, his own 
son, mounted a camel, lm own horse being 
wounded, “»a* tolerable substitute for a horse.” 
In qne of his ’despatches from Mooltan he 
thanks Captain Kennedy* and Lieutenant 
Need, his aidcs-dc- camp, for their unremitting 
exertions “ to promote thd service ,” and adds, 
he cannot describfc “ the grateful fpcling their 
conduct has impressed on him.” 

One fact, however, mentioned in this officer’s 
despatch, forcibly illustrates the character of 
fjre to which the Sciklis were exposed. Whilst 
commenting on the services rendered by the 
Horse Artillery troops of Captains Mackenzie 
and Anderson, he siays, that “ they began a 
spirited cannonade and continued it for about 
three hours, at the rate of forty rounds 
’per gun per hour, *(thfe average of firing at 
Waterloo,) until the enemy’s guns were si- 
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lenced.” If all the troops employed delivered 
an equally orapid fire, well might the enemy 
have ciclaimed “ that ' there was a ball for 
tevery' Sing.” That the fire of the British 
artillery was not so effective as it was rapid, 
is an opinion one ^cls diffident to proclaim, 
but incontrovertible truth it is. • < . 

From an inspection of the field of battle, it- 
might havfe been 'seen that but few Seikh 
bodies were stretched along the enemy’s line, 
except near the villages of Burra and Chowta- 
Kabrah or Kalcrah. Thesd .had to sustain 
not only the fire of our heavy guns, &c., but 
also the assault of such impetuous soldiers as 
the men of the 10th Foot and 2nd Bengal 
European^., 

r In this pursuit, so full of instruction to the 
enemy, innumerable Seikhs fell an easy sacri- 
fice to British vengeance. ( Some persons de- 
clared, that if the cavalry had bivouacked for 
the night on their halting-ground, and been 
‘permitted to continue' the pursuit early the * 
following moi'ning, few Seikhs and no guns 
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would Have re-crossed the river Jhelum. The 
tedious journey to J^eshawur might thus have 
been averted, and much expenditure saved to 

the Government. - ’ • 

# 

But whether this error of judgment was 

intentionally committed by his Excellency was 

* » 

difficult to ascertain, they satd. Whispers 
prepiled in certain quarters", that it was 
eagerly expected by certain high'* individuals 
that the enemy would make " another .stand, 
and thus considerably augment the harvest of 
laurels to be reaped. • , 

It is a dbtorious fact, that Lord Gough 
is the personal friend of, Sir Walter Gilbert; 
therefore he naturally felt a great anxiety to 
furnish him with an opportunity of .reaching a 
higher step than he had already attained. 
That Sir Walter Gilbert materially contributed 
to achieve the victories of Moodkee, Ffcroze- 
shah, Sobraon, and Gobjerat, by his daring 
valour and great experience, must be generally 
kuown. Therefore that his Excellency should 
be desirous of affording him a chance of at- 
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taining the highest military distinction, the 
'Grand Orogs of the Bath) is not surprising. 

It will be remembered that this great mili- 

i l 

<tar y Iityiour is usually granted to those officers 
who have been fortunate enough to command 
an army in an cp counter. Now, as Sir Joseph 
Thackwell had established ‘his .clrim to this 
distinction by gaining the victory at SujJpola- 
pore, over «Shere Sing and the rebel army, it 
seemed only right that that excellent soldier, 
Gilbert, should be* provided with a similar 
chance of acquiring renown, 1 and thus be en- 
rolled in the list of Knights Giftnd Cross of 
the Bath, with such eminent men as Wel- 

t 

lington, Anglesey, Combermerc, Strafford, 
Londonderry, Aylmer, Codrington, Beresford, 
Napier, Harry Smith, Frederic Adam, Ilard- 
inge, Seaton, Pollock, and Gough. 

To impart an adequate idea of the credit 
due to Sir Walter fdr his energetic pursuit, 
it will he well to follow . him in his suc- 
cessive marches from the 22nd of February, 
the day on which he left Goojerat. The first 
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day’s march brought him* to Dinghee, a town 
already mentioned lh* this narrative. He* 
‘ascended the Koree Hass, and reached the 

other *sidb of it on the 23rd. On the 24rh> 

** 

he approached jfowrungabad, a town not far 
from the river Jhelura. The enemy were now 
dcscrie(f cujam]5e<J on the other side of the 
river — the residue of the mighty army which 
had given us battle on the 2 1st. On the 27th, 
a portion of the army crossed a ford opposite 
to Nowrungabad, when* the enemy hastily de- 
camped. . Goolaji. Sing’s troops, .under Stein- 
bach, hereupon moved against the foe. On 
the 27th, Sir Walter, with tlidt mental acumen 
and corporeal vigour which has given him the 

victory in so many steeple-chases and flat 

/• 

races, pushed on to Rliotas, a fortress of 
immense strength, fortified as well by nature 
as by* art, which he reached in the evening, 
after a most distressing march. 

On the 4 th March, the Bengal troops 
inarched to Rliotas. # On the 6tn, the prisoners 
came into Gilbert's camp, bearing the intelli- 
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gencc that the Scikhs were 'ready* to throw 

* down their arms. Khbtas was a town of a 
circumference of six or eight miles ; the walls 

* tfert thick, but not capable of resisting artil- 
lery. On the 7th, the Buckrcallah Pass was 
reached. On the 8th, Shore Sing had an 
interview with General Gilbert* and Major 
Mackcson ; and having been assured that 
nothing but unconditional surrender would 
satisfy them, went back to liis army, to commu- 
nicate with them. 

The army reached Pucka- JSerai on the 8th 
March. Manickyala was approached on the 
9th, and on the* 1 1th the troops cast eye on 
Iloormuck, where the chief sirdars tendered 
their submission. On the 14th, Sir Walter 
entered Rawul Pindce, where the process of 
disarming was completed. 

On the 15 th, the force reached Janeeka 
Sung. On the 2 1st of March, Peslmwur ap- 
peared in sight after a march of twenty-one 
' miles. The Bengal troops, at the commence- 
ment of the pursuit, outstripped their Bombay 
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comrades,* whonf they did not again see till 

they had reached Pes&awur. A most impor- 

• 

tant reason has been already assigned, why the 
Bombay troops could not make marcbc # s or 
equal length with the Bengalees. In the 
early part of this pursuit, Brigadier Mountain, 
cominanding.#the Bengal division,* (now Adju- 
tant-Gqjicral of Ilfcr Majesty's Forces in India,) 
having pushed on to Rliotas with some cavair£ 
was accidentally shot in the.hajiti by a pistol. . 
The fact is, that, whilst *he was placing his pis- 
tols in the liolstart, one went off. This gal- 
lant soldier, whose zeal and bravery have been 
already mentioned, was consequently compelled 
to return to the Head Quarters camp. Briga- 
dier-General Colin Campbell was appointed in 
his stead to head the Bengal column ; but it is 
believed this officer did not succeed in overtaking 

the energetic Gilbert till he was near Peshatfur. 

■ • * 

Major Mackeson, the Political Agent, must 
not be excluded from his fair share of praise. 
There are . some who maintain that it was* 
his suggestions which accelerated the speed 

N 
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of the General, and rendered this a march so 
■memorable in the annals of war. Let the 
readcf picture to himself the hero of a hundred 
gold and silver cups, the harvest of a successful 
turf career, galloping in post haste to Attack* 
accompanied by his staff and a small escort of 
cavalry. The Affghans, c/n tke>.otlier side of 
the river Indus, felt. much surprise on. behold- 
ing the 'grim warrior and his party. Some 
fivc.thousand' men were engaged in destroying 
the bridge of boats ; but a troop of our horse 
artillery being brought up, the foe 'decamped, 
leaving seventeen of his best boats in our 
hands. } 

The 14th Dragoons were much harassed 
by these, marches, and they did not enjoy any 
further opportunities of increasing their 
reputation. 

It was truly predicted, that the battle of 
Goojerat would terminate hostilities — that 
was a defeat from the effects of which the 
enemy never rallied.* Lord Gough states, in 
his despatch of the 25th March, from Wuzec- 
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rabad to flic Governor-General, “that these bril- 
liant results (viz. the surrender of *the Scikh 
Sirdars and their troops) have been obtained 
■without a single shot being fired by us since 
the battle of Goojcrat.” 

This assertion was in strict accordance 

• • 

with fact; for* the* British force 5id not once 
open .fire on the Seikhs lifter the 21st of 
February. Though General Gilbert liad no •op- 
portunity of exhibiting his -military skilk and* 
proficiencj T in the art of war in a pitched bat- 
tle, yet life display of energy and unswerving 
decision of purpose under most trying circum- 
stances, entitle him to as high a position in 
the roll of eminent generals, as the victor of 
Aleewall or lie of Mooltan. lie had W) contend 
against the nigged difficulties of the mountains, 
the formidable obstructions of the rivers, and 
the involuntary dilat<jrincss of the trqpps and 
beasts of ‘burden. * 

The Aifglian army, commanded by Ameer 
Dost Mahomed Khan,* rctVeatcd from Pesliawur 
on the 19 th. This chief, aware of the mischiev- 

v 2 
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oils spirit which animated his* troop£, directed 
that the gates should be closed. By this exer- 
cise of forethought this beautiful city was pre- 
served from devastation. Most of the houses 
in the suburbs, the Seikh cantonment at Alii 
Mardar Khan’s Bagh, or Garden, and the fort 
of Jumroodj were levelled with* -the ground. 
They succeeded in effecting their .• retreat 
through the mountainous passes with perfect 
safety. 

It was reported that the British Politicals 
had offered n large pecuniary consideration to 
induce the Khyburrecs to deliver Dost Ma- 
homed Khan into their hands. The Ameer 
was compelled in self-defence to outbid his 
old friends and companions. It will be re- 
membered, that this chieftain was for some 
years a prisoner in the hands of the British. 
Portraits of him, executed by the Misses Eden, 
sisters of the late Earl of Auckland, arc still 
extant. It is passing strange, that this man 
had derived no usdful - lesson from his past 
experience. He had been deposed by British 



AND SUBSEQUENT EVENTS.. 269 

• * * 

troops, anfl had Witnessed the mighty resources 

*• ® • • 

of the East India Company. The wealth, 

' strength in guns and trSops, and the stability 
of the power of the Company Bahadoor, were 

well known to him. Such infatuation is unac- 

• • • 

countable. , 

There ca» be no doubt that* the gallant 
Herbert would haVe maintained £hc defence of 
Attock for many weeks lodger, had* not tH?f 
Affghan chief sent pcremptoiy Qrflers to those . 
Affghans who composed* a portion, of the gar- 
rison to surrender Vithout delay, to # the Seikh 
Sirdars. Herbert was captured in the execu- 
tion of an attempt to escape down the river 
Indus. He was detained captive for several 
weeks in the camp of Shere Sing, # and only 
delivered up on the surrender of the Seikh 
Sirdars at Rawul Pindee. He. was present at 
the commencement of the battle of Goojefat. 
His resolute stand in a fortress on the high 
road of communication, for such a length of 
time — a solitary Englishman among Affghans* 
and Seikhs, all the adjacent country being in 
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open insurrection against the 'Lahore- Govern- 
ment — should have secured him honours of no 
Ordinary character. 

■ A'gsin, words are wanting to convey an 
adequate idea of the consummate tact and 
dauntless valor, displayed by the brave James 
Abbott at Kara, or the Iluzara. hills. lie 
alone held his posjjb till relieved by Sir. Vj [ alter 
Gilbert's ‘force. This fortress was more iso- 
lated than Attock ; and the endeavours of 
tile enemy -to obtain possession of it were 
unabating v .Several muddies arose in the 
garrison ; some were the result of bribes, 
whilst others owed their origin to the cir- 
cumstance of the pay being considerably in 
arrear. JBut the gallant and ill-requited 
Abbott weathered the storm triumphantly, 
overcoming the. most dangerous conspiracies. I 
have no hesitation in expressing my deliberate 
conviction that the honour of knighthood was 
never conferred on any one more deserving of 
the spurs, thaii the determined, able, and vigi- 
lant hero of Kara. 
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In the»humblfc effort to direct public admi- 

*# • ^ • 

ration to those who deserved it, the signal scr- 
vices of Taylor must ribt be overlooked, who 
contrived to keep in subjection the turbulent 
province of ^Bunnoo, at a most critical period. 
At the commencement of the outbreak, Bunnoo 
supplied thc»best materials of which the Seikh 
army, was compoSed. The. Bunnoo regiments 
possessed a greater amount* of discipline, alfcl 
exhibited greater couragCj .thud the reijt of. 
the army. Taylor has well earned his pro- 
motion. • 

Before taking leave of the reader, we hum- 
bly desire to record our hearty approbation of 
the spirit which has just prompted the Govern- 
ment to bestow the second class of the Bath oD 

9 

that excellent soldier, Brigadier Wheeler, whose 
ability and vigour were conspicuous on several 

occasions. He rendered eminent servicb to 

• . 

Sir Harry Smith at the buttle of Alocwall, and 
effected the capture of the important fort of 
Kangra subsequently to*the Sutlege campaigff. 
He was also entitled to great’ praise for his 
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energetic endeavours to suppress the 1 rebellion 
in the Jullundur Doab, and to capture the 
author* - of it, the notorious Ram Sing. 

■ "V^hon it was known that the Governor- 

i 

General contemplated enrolling Seikhs in the 
infantry regiments, many denounced the 
measure as being attended ’with great danger. 
They thought it f running Sufficient risk to 
send down two strong regiments of Seikhs, 
..designated the. regiments of Loodianah and 
Ferozepore, into -the provinces. But the 
Government could not prdhably find better 
employment for the turbulent, self-willed 
race whom they^ had subdued. To raise new 
regiments was the only remedy. That the 
Seikhs wijl ever love our rule, or lose that 
patriotic spirit which now consumes them, 
is most improbable. The discontent of the 
Seikh will be communicated to the Hindoo; 
and if a formidable* insurrection should ever 
take place in India, — if our well-drilled 
native regiments ever direct their weapons 
against us, it will be mainly attributable 
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to the element of disaffection now blended 
■with tho subject * m&s*s. That tjjo natives * 
*are prone to band together for the redress 
of what * they arc pleased to call # griev- 
ances, that great soldier, Sir Charles Na- 

• t • 

pier, can amply testify. In the latter part 
of the year, ^84.% in how many Sepoy regi- 
ments # wcro conspiracies orgaifized, the mal- 
contents resolving not to cross the Sutjege 
to relieve the troops stationed in the Punjaub^ 
until they received a* promise of the extra 
batta giv.en before the annexation of the 
Seikli territories to all troops crossing the 
Sutlegc ? The Governor-General, at the ter- 
mination of the war, declared that this extra 
batta or allowance should no longer be issued 
to the troops, the Punjaub having become a 
British dependency. How many regiments 

in the Meerut division alone, exhibited nnu-* 

* * 

tinous symptoms, Sir Charles 1 Did you not, 
with that wisdom so characteristic of you, in 
one instant avert the .danger by granting T* 
most liberal furlough to the 'native army? 

N 3 
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Tlie troops had not enjoyed ‘that boon for 
'some timq, and now received' it with real 
gratitude. The Scikhs, however, are not con- 
tented with merely banding together for the 
reform of supposed abuses : they are disposed 
to act. India, from the mouth of the Ganges 
to the lull-girt Peshawur, inhabited by mil- 
lions of warlike people, is now tributary to 
England. » What« an awful responsibility! 
.The more extensive the tract, the more slip- 
pery becomes the British ascendancy. There 
is a greater need than evei-pf energetic, en- 
lightened rulers, like Dalhousic, Ellcnborough, 
.and Hardinge. The question now occurs, 
Are there sufficient British regiments in India? 
No. Fifty Queen’s infantry regiments would 
not do more than insure security against a 
serious internal rebellion. If railways were 
established, fewer men might suffice. We hold 
India by the bayonet ; but, rest assured, it is a 
very dangerous weapon in the hands of a 
native soldiery.' 
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• • • 

There are some facts ^onncctqd with«bhe 

Rev. W. J. Whiting, Chaplain of the army, 

• * * • • 
which may possess interest to many readers.' 

This excellent # aninister of the Gospel had 

obtained leave of absence to England on 

furlough, when orders were promulgated for 

the formation of’ the army of the Punjaub. 

As it appeared that the troops were going to 

take the field without any spiritual aid and 

protection, the reverend g'entlcman determined 

to forego the anticipated delight of visiting 

■England, and to ’offer* his services in his 

spiritual capacity to the Commander-in 7 Chief. 

it need scarcely be ^iid thJt the offer was 

speedily aceejftcd, and Mr. Whiting pro- 
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cecded to purchase 'new tents, horses, &c., 
•having previously disposed of' all his pro- 
perty. „ Chaplains rank with field-officers in 
Indian yet, strange to say, Honourable 
John does not think Mr. Whitings services 
deserving of a higher rate of remuneration 
than Captain’# batta. If the rejnuneration 
were to be proportioned to the services per- 
formed, he would ,be authorized to draw the 
batta of a Major-General of Division ! If 
the poor wounded .men' of the 24 th Foot, 
who were in danger of being .trodden upon in 
the hospital by the sudden rush of the panic- 
stricken camp-followers during the battle of 
Chillianwallah, when the worthy chaplain 
seized a long bamboo, and, flourishing it in 
the air, kept these intruders at a respectable 
distance — if, we say, these poor men were to 
be consulted on the occasion, they would most 
assuredly declare him .worthy of a field-officer’s 
batta! 

•Our reverend friend having enjoyed the 
acquaintance of Colonel Havelock, made fre- 
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quent efforts te recover *his corpse at Ram- 1 
nugger, and drew down the Seiljh fire on* 
'himself by his daring* search for it.» That 
he succeeded in recognizing that . hero’s 
corpse, has bce*n already stated. After 
Chillianwallah, Padre Whiting, by which 
name te jr^l* be ever known, earnestly 
entreated Lord Clough to grantfhim an escort 
to enable him to recover and bury the bQdies 
of his poor fellow-countrymen.* This request 
was at length granted* 

The escort consisted of four. companies of 
Englishmen (we hate the word so generally used 
in India, namely, Europeans), two hundred 
sappers and miners, and two troops of native 
cavalry. Whilst they were collecting the dead, 

the Seikhs in great force approached close, but 

* * 

did not offer any molestation. Their attitude 

was, however, so threatening that Mr. Whiting 

• • • 

was compelled to leave untouched four men of 
the 29th Foot, wfio had fallen far in advance. 
Such an attempt would have precipitated "a 
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collision. The reverend gentleman prudently 
•determined to reserve the fighting for him to 
whom the operations wore entrusted. At the 
ep'd of the campaign it was found that only 
four Christians, out of the 1 large number of 
the slain, were deprived by circumstances of 
funeral rites. « There were three services every 
Sunday. On one occasiqp, tovo hundred and 
fifty-seven, officers presented themselves to re- 
ceive the holy sacrament. The fund estab- 
lished by Mr. Whiting for the relief of 
the widows and children of, the slain, was 
the means of consoling many a hopeless 
mind. The money really collected did not 
fall short of 11,283 rupees, or 1,128/. 6a\, 
estimating the rupee at two shillings; this 

i 

sum was actually disbursed. Lord Dalhousio 
offered a donation of five thousand rupees; 
but Mr. Whiting accepted only two thousand 
rupees. ’Lord Gough authorized him .to draw 
on him for four thousand rupees; he took 
only one thousand, as. his Lordship had con- 
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tributed. to other ‘charities. Forty-eight wi- 

* • • 

dows of officers w£re relieved opt of this* 
fund, according to theif several necessities. 

Some ‘of the wounded men, 011 aiyitfalrfit 
Bombay, received three thousand rupees of 
this money. Strange to say, the authorities, 
with their finsJtomary dilatoriness; did not issue 
their pay till tlife last moment 1 . Six hundred 
rupees were expended in supplying ,^fche 
wounded in the field hospital with grateful 

* m 

comforts. One thousand rupees were allotted 
to the fund instituted for the ejection of suit- 
able monuments at Chillianwallah and Gooje- 
rat in honour of the fallen. The balance was 
handed over to the Lawrence Asylum, a most 
commendable establishment for the education 

of the children of poor European soldiers. 

* t 

After the battle of Goojerat, a large number 

of wounded Scikhs were collected in tlx? field 

• • • 

hospital, where medical* aid was extended to 
them. The Government allowed two annas, 
or three pence, daily, for the Support of evTSry 
Sing. Qur reverend friend ‘perceiving that 



A TRIBUTE TO 


280 ' 

they were in a very deplorable condition, 

swaddled in filth, raised a sum of money 

among *his friends, "and supplied, them 
* * * 

with clean sheets, blankets, &c. The sub- 
scriptions to the great Whiting fund were 
chiefly voluntary.; Mr. Whiting made a public 
appeal only on sacramental* sei vices. Lord 
Ellenborough generously contributed five bnn- 
drcclrupeek to this fund. 

• Letters from the Governor-General, Lord 
Gough, the Bishop of Calcutta, and Court of 
Directors, bearing testimony' *Lo the extraor- 
dinary merit of Mr. Whiting, are here sub- 
joined : — i 


Copy of a Letter from the Most Noble the Marquis of 
Dalhousie , Governor- General of India, to the Riv* 
Walter John Whiting . 


Government House, Simla, 
My dear Sin, « October 27th, 1849. 

I cannot let you leave Simla, and lay down 
your appointment rs my Chaplain, without conveying 
to you more directly than t have yet done my sense of 
your great and most praiseworthy services, while serv- 
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ing as Chaplain to tin; arnij during tho late war in the 
Punjaub. 

My position at some distifnce from the army, did not 
enable me* to bo an eye-witness of those service^, but 
• universal testimony bore mo assurance of yOur con* 
spicuous zeal^and benevolence, of your earnest, and 
unwearied, and impressive discharge # of every profes- 
sional difty, and of your activity and usefulness in 
every situation in which you were placed. 

In acknowledgment of these services, and not from 
any personal acquaintance, I appointed* you to* bo 
Chaplain to the Governor-General, Jhe only means I 
had of publicly testifying my acflse t)f your merits. 1 
should be glad if I could bestow on you some more 
substantia^ proof of «ny feeling. As it is, I can but 
offer you again my best thanks for yefur conduct as 
Chaplain to tlie army of tho Punjaub, and my best 
wishes for your health and prosperity. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Very truly yours, • 

(Sigqed) DALHOUSIE. 


Rev. W. J. Whitings 
Chaplain to the Governor-UeneraJ. 
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Copy of a 'Letter from the Right Honourable Lord 
Gough , Commander-in-Chief of the Army in 
' Lidia , to the Rev . Walter John Whiting . 

Head- quarters, Camp Shahdora, 
My dear Whiting, 31st March, 1849. 

I can rot permit the army of the Punjaub to 
separate without conveying to you the 'high sense I 
entertain of your great exertions and invaluable services 
thrbugliout the eventful period of military operations 
in the Punjaub. 

I feel I speak but the sentunents of every individual 
in that army, as well the soldier as the officer, when I 
say that they felt the greatest consolation iiv having a 
minister of the Gospel with them, who so kindly, so 
zealously, and so devotedly performed the sacred duties 
of his calling in the# most trying scenes. 

To the wounded you gave your valuable advice and 
sympathy; — to the dying you pointed out the only 
salve to a brdken and contrite spirit; and through you 
the friends of the deceased have had the consolation of 
knowing that the last rites of religion were afforded 
where seldom a man of your calling presented himself, 
namely, in the field of battle. ^ 

I cannot conclude without assuring you that few cir- 
cumstances of a long life have afforded me more heart- 
felt gratiGcation ft\an in . frequently witnessing the 
crowd of communicants at the Lord’s Table in the 
midst of the din of war. 
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• * 

May yew, my cfear Mr. Wliiting, long live to enjoy 
that greatest of all blessiflgs the consciousness of having* 
• usefully and honourably pe (formed # your sacred duties! 

Believe me always sincerely yours, • 
(Signed) GOUGH. 


To the Bov. W. Whiting. 

1 ~ 

Copy of a Letter from the Very* ] lav. the *f,ord Bishop 
of Calcutta. 

9 

* Bishop’s Palace, 

My dear FmE]yf, June 26th, 1849. 

I have been wishing for some time to assure 
you of the pleasure I derived from the accounts of your 
pious labours with the, troops during the late campaign 
in the Punjaub. I sent you yesterday a copy of my 
Thanksgiving Sermons, in which I have referred to 
you by name. • 

Tho comfort and instruction t you must have afforded 
to tho late Conimander-iu-Chicf, and tho ofliccrs and 
private men, during tho anxieties of that eventful 
conflict, especially to the sick alid woundod, are most 
gratifying, I can assure you, to me as Bishop. Your 
encouraging also the troops, when struck with a 
momentary panic, to return to thetr duty, must have 
been duly appreciated by the Governor-General, who, 
indeed, appointed you his Chaplain as an acknowledge 
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ment of your services. The pious interment, also, of 
'the fallen was highly becoming your feacred profession. 

Let me intreat you to continue the same activity in 
the faithful preaching of the pure Gospel of ,our Lord 
and Savipur, now that your duties are in tranquil scenes. 
We have all need to be stirred up to prayer and 
devotedness — to *3tudy of the Holy Scriptures — to 
separation from the' spirit and follies of the world — and 
to presenting a conspicuous example of holiness in our 
doctrine and our conduct before therChristian flocks by 
which we are surrounded. 

Thfe spring of all this exertion must be vital religion, 
qnltivs\tcd in the in ward soul under tho. influences of 
the Holy Spirit, and by . faith 1 and love in a crucified 
Saviour. 

* 

" I am, yours ffiithful, 

D. CALCUTTA. 

i t 

To the Rev. Mr. Whiting. 


Copy of a Letter from the Honourable the Court of 
Directors to the Rev . Walter John Whiting , A.M. 

t • • 

East India House, 

Sir, . 29th July, 1850. 

• Having ldid beforp the Court of Directors of 
tho East India Company your letter* dated the 31st of 
May, I am instructed to acquaint you that the letters 
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from the % Govcrnfcr-Gonoral, *the late Commander-in- 
Chief, and the Tkord* Bfchftp of Calcutta, all acknow-, 
ledging, in terms of the highest approbation, the value 
and efficiency of your services as Chaplaii! to the 
Army of tiie Punjaub, during the late military opera- 
tions, have been placed among the records of this 
House. • t m 

The (Jourt at tho same time ccfiimand me to state, 
that they cojdiplly ^participate in tlfe sentiments so 
expressed to you, j)y the highest civil, military, and 
eccleSiastical authorities in India, and desire themselves 
to record their admiration of ySur conduct, and espe- 
cially of tho manner in whicli^ you * administered the 
consolations of religion to tliq wounded and dying in * 
the midst of the horrors of war. 

I am, Sir, * 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

JAMES MELVILLE. 


To the ltev. W. J. Whiting, A.M. 


In justice to the Roman Catholic priests 
present in the Sutlege and second Seikh 
campaigns, it must be remarked that they also 
were always to be’ found amidst the din" of 
war, deterred by no earthly dangers, affording 
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spiritual consolation to their beloved,, children 
1 quietly resigned to t'ne embrace of death. 
One of these faithful . pastors fell a sacrifico 

te his noble zeal at the battle of Fefozeshah. 

« 

The only reward these poor men reap is' 
prospective. 



DESPATCHES 


RELATING TO THE 

CAMPAIGN IN THU PUNJAUB. 

a 

1848 - 9 . 


General Lord Cough, G.C.B., Qinimandcr- in- Ch uf to the k 
Governor -General' of India . 

# Jlanmuggcr, November 23, 1848. 

Deeming it necessary to drive the rebel force at this side 
tbc river across, and to capture any guns they might have had 
on the left bank, I directed Brigadier-General Campbell, with 
an infantry brigade of thq troops under his command, accom- 
panied by the cavalry division, and three troops of horse 
artillery under Brigadier-General Curcton, to proceed, during 
the night of the 21st, from Saharun, four niiles in front of 
my camp at Noewulla, to effect this object. I joined tho 
Brigadier at three in the morning to witness the oj>cration. 

I liope # to be able to inclose Brigadier-General Campbell’s 
report, with a return of tho killed and wounded,* which I 
regret to say is much greater than 1 could have anticipated, 
in a great 'measure from the officers leading being unac- 
quainted witli the difficult nature of the ground in the 
vicinity of tho river, and of which no native information ever 
gives you a just knowledge,*’ and in somo measure to tho 
impetuosity of the artillery and cavalry, who, notwithstanding 
these difficulties, charged to the bank of the river, thereby 




288 


ACTION OF 


exposing themselves to the fire of about twenty-eight guns. 
I deeply regret to say a gun was lefto behind^ but spiked, 
having actually, in the impetuosity. of tjie advance plunged 
down a bank ciosc under the fire of the enemy’s guns. It 
was reported to me it would occasion a fearful loss of life 'to 
bring it away, which alone could bo effected by manual 
labour, and* scarping the banks under even the fire of the, 
matchlockmcn on the opposite bank'; I could not, therefore, 
consent to such a sacrifice. Though blamoable as it may 
appear to have taken the guns into such close proximity to 
the enemy’s guns in position, which ,co‘uld not, from the river 
intervening, bo captured, it is impossjble not to admire the 
daring gallantry exhibited by the troops, both of cavalry and 
artillefy. « « 

I witnessed with intense anxiety, but equally intense ad- 
miration* a charge made by Lieutenant-Colonel Havelock, at 
the head of the 14th Light Dhigoons, who, I fear, miscon- 
ceived the orders he received from the officer commanding the 
cavalry division^ or. from the inequalities of the ground, and 
the fearful dust occasioned by such a rapid movement, mistook 
the body lie was instructed to charge, and moved upon and 
-overwhelmed another much closer to the river, which exposed 
him to a cross fire from the enemy’s guns. I never witnessed 
so brilliant a charge, hut I regret to say the loss was consi- 
derable, were it t only in that of Brigadier-General Curotou, 
than whom a better or a braver soldier never fell in his 
country’s service. The brave leader of the 14th, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Havelock, is missing; lie charged into a gole of the 
enemy, »and has not since been seen, regretted ’by every 
soldier who witnessed hie noble during. 

The enemy suffered severely; numbers w r ero precipitated 
into the river and drowned, and a standard was captured. 

The Goorchurras T^ere more daring than I have before seen 
them, * but the brilliant changes .both of the 3rd and 14th 
Light. Dragoons will .have taught them a lesson they will not 
readily forget. This was a cavalry affair alone; the infantry 
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never was, nor eouhMiava been, »bro light into play without 
an unnecessary exposure of life * but the cavalry and artillery 
engaged under Brigatlicr-Gcneral Campbell, whoso judiciods 
amangements were most creditable to p liim, nobly supported 
the well-earned fame of the Indian army, and is but a prelude 
to, I have no doubt, the honourable fulfilment of what +lieir 
coilfctry expects of them.. 

Brigadier White conducted the movements of the force, of 

which the 3rd formed a part, and as usual acted with gallantry 

and judgment; and Lieiitenaut-Coloncl (jrrant commanded the 

artillery arm with* much credit. I regret to say that gallant 

old soldier, Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander, has lost an arm, 

but I am*thuukful that all are doing well. 

.. n 

Lord Govgh to the Governor-General . 

Camp before Ramnugger, November 27, 1848. 

In continuation of my letter to your Lordship of the 23rd 
instant, I now do myself the, honour to forward the report of 
Brigadier-General G. Campbell, C.B., commanding the troops 
on the morning of the 22nd instant, of the operations of that 
day. 

I .also beg to inclose a copy of a general order which I 
have caused to be issued to the army of the Bunjaub on the 
occasion. 

Brigadier -General Campbell, C.B., commanding the Mh Divi- 
sion, to the Adjutant-General of the Army . 

Camp near Ram n agger, November 24, 1848. 

I have the honour to report to you, for the information of 
the Commander-hi-chicf, that, in obedience to his Lordship’s 
instructions, the troops in advance under my orders, moved, 
at three o’clock A.M., on. the morning of the 22nd instant, 
from tlicir encampment near to Saharm'Jg, with a viwv to 
attack a considerable portion of the enemy's regular troops, 
wlio were, with* several guns, stated to bo 'on this bank of the 
Chenab, in the vicinity of Ramnugger. On reaching the 

o 
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high ground to the right of tlio tovrn, it was ascertained that 
these troops, with their guns, had crossccj to the encampment- 
of the enemy on the opposite ‘bank, vHicrc his whole force 
was in position; at the sarno time, however, several small 
parties of the enemy were observed to bo retiring from tho 
town of Rnmnugger in the direction of the forcTin front of the 
enemy’s encampment, when Captain Warner and LicutenfEuL- 
Colonel li!i no’s troops of horse artillery wero ordered by 
Brigadier Curcton, in command of that arm and of the cavalry 
of the army, to pursue these parties, and to open fire on them 
while crossing au‘ the ford. These Troops of horse artillery, 
in I heir eagerness lo overtake the .*nemy, pushed forward 
through the deep and heavy sand which extends for a long 
distance on this side to the very margin of the river, and 
through which the guns could only he moved with great diffi- 
culty. 'Their fire inflicted considerable loss on the enemy 
while crossing. 

In withdrawing from this position, which was effected 
under the whote of the enemy’s artillery, amounting to 28 
guns, posted on the high ground which immediately over- 
hangs the river on tho opposite hank, I regret to say r h:i t. one 
gun and two ammunition-waggons, belonging to Colonel 
Lanc s troop, got so imbedded in the heavy sand behind a 
deep bank, that they could not he recovered. 

The enemy; upon observing the difficulty in which thi.< 
gun was placed, immediately crossed with great confidence 
the whole of his cavalry, in numbers between three and four 
thousand. They clung to tho banks of the river, and kept 
constantly under cover of tho fire of their artillery on the 
opposite bank. v 

This cavalry was charged on separate occasions by Her 
Majesty’s drd and 14th Light Dragoons, and 5tli and 8th 
Regiments of Light^Cavalry^ His Lordship the Commander- 
in-chief was an eye-witness of the brilliant conduct of these 
several corps, and of tho intrepid manner they were led by 
their officers. The enemy were overthrown upon every occa- 
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sion, wlio fled for shelter ,to the river sido to bo Under tho 
cover and prelection t>f their artillery; but I lament to say, 
that these several ifofcatfi of* tfto enemy’s cavalry were not 
effected without loss. • * 

Brigadier-General Cureton, commanding tho cavalry of tho 
army, was fcifltnl while leading a squadron of Her Majesty’s 
' * Light Dragoons to the support of tho :3th LigRfr Cavalry. 
In this officer, who had ttie honour of enjoying his Lordship’s 
entire coniidcnce and warmest regard*tlicfscrvico has lost one 
of its most distinguished ofliccrs, and onfl who was beloved by 
the whole army. .« # • 

I regret also to Jmy to report that* Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ilavelocl#, commanding Her Maje.^y’s 14th Light Dragoons, 
is reported to be missing. He wa# last seen* chargijf£ tho 
enemy at the head of his noble regiment* and has not since 
boon heard of. . • • • , • # 

I am sorry to have further to repott that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alexander, command mg^tlie .3th Regiment Light Cavalry, has 
been severely wounded •and lost his ann. Srj#io other o Hirers 
ami men have also been wounded, whose names are mentioned 
in the inclosed return of casualties. 

(Return of killed, woupded, and missing, of the advance 
force of the army of the Punjaub, under the command of 
Brigadier-General C. Campbell, C.B., in the action with tho 
enemy on tho :22nd of a November, 1848,— *14 killed; 59 
wounded ; 1 2*inissiug. 

Names of officers killed, woundbd, and missing: — Ensign 
G. N. Ilanlinge, extra aide-de-camp, severely wounded; Bri- 
gadier-General C. R. Cureton, C B., commanding Cavalry 
division, killed; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Wl Alexander, 
5tli Light Cavalry, severely wounded; Brevet Captain J. S. 
G. Ryley, same regiment, severely wounded; Captain A. 
Wheatley, same regiment, wounded; Gap tain R. H.^ Gall, 
Her Majesty’s 14th Dragoons, "severely wounded; Captain 
J. F. Fitzgerald, same regiment, very -severely wounded; 
Captain A. Scudamore, same regiment, slightly wounded; 

o 2 
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Licutcnaht W. McMahon, ,same regiment, severely wounded; 
Cornet Honourable II. W. Clictwynd, sapie regiment, slightly 
wounded; Lieutenant-Colonel W. Il&vclock, K.H., same 
regiment, missing; Lieutenant *J. S. Holmes, 12tli Irregular 
Cavalry, severely wounded.) 

notification. 

Foreign Department, 

Camp Uinhallah, 8th December, 1848. 

Tite Right Honourable the Govcmor-Goncitil has much 
pleasure in publishing, for general information, the ft)llo\ving 
despatch from his Excellency the Coihmander-in-chicf : — 

IIcad-Quarters, *' ' 

Flying Camp, Hillah, 5th Dec. 1848. 

My Lord, — It has pleased Almighty God to vouchsafe to 
the British arms the most successful issue to the extensive 
combinations rendered necessary for the purpose of effecting 
the passage of the Chenab, the defeat and dispersion of the 
Sikh force uiukr the insurgent Rajah Shore Sing, and the 
numerous Sikh sirdars, who had the temerity to set at 
defiance the British power. This force, from all my informa- 
tion, amounted to from 80,000 to .40,000 men, with 28 guns, 
and were strongly entrenched on the right bank of the Chenab, 
at the principal ford, about two miles from the towii of Ram- 
nagger. 

My despatch of the 23rd November will have made yuir 
Lordship acquainted with the motives which induced ine to 
penetrate thus far into the Punjaub, and the occurrences of the 
previous day, when the enemy were ejected from tho left 
bank of the Chenab. My daily private communications will 
Lave placed your Lordship in possession of the difficulties I 
bad to encounter in a country so .little known, and in the 
passage of a river, r the fords of which were, most strictly 
watched by a numerous and vigilant enemy, and presenting 
more difficulties than most rivers, whilst I was surrounded by 
a hostile peasantry. 
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Finding tliafc to force the passage at the ford in*my front 
muat have bec*i atteytfed with considerable loss, from the very 
strong on trench meats* ami wfcll-selected batteries which pro- 
tooled the passage, I instructed the fi eld-engineer, Major 
Tro men here, in co-operation with the quartermaster-generals 
department* to*ascertain (under the difficulties before noticed) 
the practicability of the, several fords reported to ovist on 
both my Hanks, # while L bad batteries erected and made 
dcinoiistiations so as to draw the attention of tho enemy to 
the main ford in my front, and with the vigw, if my batteries 
could silence thei^gans, fo act simultaneously with the force 
I proposed to detach mWer an olliccr of Inuch experience in 
India, AhTjflr-Geueral Sir Joseph Thaekwell. 

On the night of the 30th November, this ofocer, ill com- 
mand of the following force, and more particularly detailed 
in the accompanying memorandum*: — • 

European. Native. Totil. 

3 troops horse artillery . . 3 0 3 

2 li-ht field batteries 9. • 0 2 

1 brigade of cavalry ... 1 4 5 

3 brigades of infantry ... 2 0 8 

— two 1 8-pounders with ok-pliant draft and detail artillery, 
j ion toon train, with two companies sappers, moved up tho 
river in light marching order, without tents and with threo 
days’ provisions, upon a ford which I had f»vcry reason to 
consider very practicable (and which I have since ascertained 
w*.s so), hut which tho major-general deemed so difficult and 
dangerous, that he proceeded (as lie was instructed should 
sucli turn out to be tho caso^ to Wuzccrabad, a town §2 miles 
up the river, where Lieutenant jjTich6lson, a most energetic 
assistant to the resident at Lahore, had secured 16 boats, with 
the aid of which this force, effected the passage on the evening 
of tho 1st and. morning of the 2nd instaift. «■ 

Upon learning by an ^aide-de-camp sent for the purpose that 
the major-gcnCral's force had crossed and was in movement, 
I directed a heavy cannonade to commence upon tho enemy’s 
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batteries and encampment at RamnhggQT, which was returned 
by only a few guns, which guarded effectually the ford, but 
so buried, that although the practice of our artillery M T as 
admirable junior Major Mowatt and Captain Sir Richmond 
Slialtcspear, we could not, from the width of tl^o rjvor, silence 
tlici/i. Tlvs cannonade, however, inflicted very severe Joj^s 
to the enemy in their camp and batteries, and forced him to 
fall back with his ,camp about 2 miles, which enabled inc, 
without the loss of a* man, to push my batteries and breast- 
works, on the nijQjVt of the 2nd, to the 1 hank of the river, the 
principal ford of which 1 then commahdcU; by this I was 
enabled to detach another brigade of ill fan try, mn]cr Brigadier 
* God by, at daylight on Jhe 3rd, which effected the passage, 
with the aid of pontoon train, six miles up the river, and 
got intp communication with Major-General Sir Joseph 
Thackwcll. ’ ■ 

The cannonade and demonstration to cross at Rnmnugffcr 
was kept up on the 2nd and 3rd, so' to fix «° large portion 
of the enemy there to defend that point. Having communi- 
cated to Hir Joseph my views and intentbms, and although 
giving discretionary powers to attack any portion of the Sikh 
force sent to oppose him, 1 expressed a wbb that, when lie 
covered the crossing of Brigadier Godby's brigade, he should 
await their junction, except the enemy al tempted to retreat : 
this induced him to halt within about 3 or 4 ni'los of the left 
of their position. About two o’clock on the 3rd, the principal 
part of the enemy’s force, encouraged by the half, moved to 
attack the detached column, when a smart cannonade on the 
part of the cjicmy took. place, and an attempt to turn both 
Major-General Sir Joseph /’back well’s flanks, by numerous 
bodies of cavalry, was made. After about one hour's distant 
cannonade ■ on the yart of the Sikhs, the British Artillery 
never returning a shot, the enemy took courage find advanced, 
when our artillery, commanded by that excellent officer Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel C. Grant, poured in upon them a most destruo- 
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tivc fire, which soon silenced all their guns and frustrated all 
their operations, wtylf very severe loss upon their side; but 
the exhausted state; ttbtli of ft an and horse induced the major- 
gimeral to postpone the attack upon their flank and rear, as 
he was directed, until the following morning, tliuMay living 
nearly closed when the cannonade ceased. * 

? regret to say that, touring the nigh; of - t ] lc g,!^ t ], 0 w l, ( ,l 0 
ol the Sikh lorce precipitate^ tlcd^ concealing or currying 
with them their artillery, and exploding their magazines. J 
jmjnoiliaceiy pushed across the river the flth Lancers and 
14th Light Dragjfloifs in* pursuit, under ttstt most energetic 
oflicer, Major-CicncralVSir Walter Gillfert. The Sikhs, it 
appears* fet rented in the jrreatest disorder, leaving in the 
villages numerous wounded men. r f hey have subdivitled into* 
three divisions, which have become more a flight than a retreat:* 
and l understand a great porjiou'of those not belonging* to 
the revolted Khalsa army have dispersed and returned to* 
their homes, thus, I trust, effectually frustrating the views of 
the rebel Shore Sing and his rebel associated 

I have nut received Alajor-Gencral Sir Joseph Tliack well’s 
icport, nor the returns of bis loss, but i am most thankful to 
say that our whole loss,* subsequent to the 22nd November, 
does not much exceed 40 men; no oilicers have been killed 
and but three wounded. Captain Austin, of the artillery, 
only appears severely so. • 

J have to congratulate your Lordship upon events so fraught 
with importance, and which will, f have no doubt, with God’s 
blessing, •tend to most momentous results. It is, as I anti- 
cipate, most, gratifying to me to assure your Lordship that ther** 
noble army, under my command lias, in these operations, 
upheld the well-established fame of the arms of India, both 
European and Native, each vying who should bcs.t perform his 
duty. Every officer, from tjjo goiieAl of division to the 
youngest subaltern, w;cll supported their commander-in-chief, 
and cheerfully carried out his views, which at a future period, 
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and when'wc shall have effected the. views of’ the Government, 
I shall feel proud in bringing to your Lordship’s- notice. 

* ' 'I have, &c. 

(Signed) Gough. 

Return of (he Strength of the Force sent undo/ the command 
of^Msyor-General Sir J. Thackwcll, K.C.B. 

Camp Ramnuggcr, 5th December, 1848. 

3 troops of horse artillery, 2 light field batteries, 1 Euro- 
pean <liMgoon regiment, 2 light cavalry regiments, 1 irregular 
cavalry regiment?* 2 regiments of K it ropenn*. infantry, 5 regi- 
ments and 2 companies of Native infantry, and 1 company 
of Pioneers, proceeded with Major-General Sir J. ‘Thackwe’l. 

Reiiiibreenioht sent:— 1 regiment of European infantry, 
l regiment and 2 companies of Native infantry. 

,X. Ik Two 18-pounders, two* 9-pounders, pontoon train, 
and detachment of irregular cavalry, returned from Wuzoera- 
bad. European regiments employe^: — 3rd Light Dragoon^. 
24 1 h, Gist, and 2nd European Infantry. 

(Signed) Gonuz. 

By order of the Right Honourable the Governor-G ennui 
of India, ii. M. Elliot, 

Secretary t o the Government of India, 

With the Governor-General. 

Foreign Department, 

Fort William, .2nd February, 1849. 

The President of tlie Council of India in Council u pleased 
* o direct the publication of the following general order by the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, with the Com- 
mander-in-chief’s despatch, dated the lGtli of January, detail- 
ing the operations of the army under bis Excellency’s com- 
mand a£ Chillianwalki.il. 

By order of the President of tlio Council of India in 
Council, Fniii). Jas. Hallway, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 
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General # O nrniui by tiie Ili'niiT Honourable the 
G oviivroBtG^rKiiAL op India. 

Fqpeign Department, 

Camp Mukko, the 2*ltli January, 1K40. 

'£hc Governor-General, having received front the Com- 
mander-in-chief in liuliil a despatch, dated the lfith instant, 
directs that it sMU be published foi* ti«3 information of the 
army and o^the people of India. • 

In this dospatyhj fii% Excellency rcp9{t£ the successful 
operations of the troops under liis iimpediato command, on 
the nftewy*>n of the 1 3th install t, when they attacked and 
defeated the Sikh army under the qpmuiand ^f Rajahs Shcro 
Sin^. _ . # ] 

Notwithstanding great superiority «in numbers, .and .the 
formidable position which lie occupied, the enemy, after a # 
severe and obstinate resistance, was driven back, and re- 
treated from •every part of his position, ij great disorder, 
with much slaughter, and with tho loss of 12 pieces of 
artillery. 

'fhe Governor-General congratulates the Commander-in- 
chief on the victory thus obtained by the army umler his 
command; and, on behalf of the Government of India, he 
desires cordially to acknowledge the gallaii| services which 
have been tendered on this occasion, by his Excellency 
the Commander-in-chief, the gen cm Is, the officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, and soldiers of the army in the field. 

The Governor-General offers his thanks to Mu jo it- General 
Sir Joseph Thackwell, K.GiB. and II. H., for his services; ant! 
to Brigadier’ White, for his conduct of the brigade of cavalry 
on the left. 

Major-General Sir W. R. Gilbert, J^.C.B., and Brigadier 
General Campbell, C.B., are entitled to* the special tlianks of 
the GovcniorJGcnoral,* for tin admirable maimer in which 
they directed the divisions under their orders. 
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To Brigadier Mountain, C.B., and to Brigadier Hoggan, 
tlie Governor-General tenders liis acknowledgments for the 
gallant example they offered in the 'iead"of their men: and to 
them, to Brigadier Godby, C.B., and Brigadier Penny, C.23., 
for their able conduct of their* respective brigades. 

The warm thanks of the Governor-General a'rc due to 
Brigadier-General Tennant, commanding the artillery dtvi : 
fiion, to Brigadier Brooke, C.B., and Brigadier Huthwaitc, 
C.B., for their direction of the operations of that distinguished 
arm, and for the effective service whicli it rendered. 

To the heads*rf the various dcp&rtineuta, and to the offi- 
cers of thc*Gcneral «and Personal St;*ff, whoso services are 
acknowledged by the Commander-in-chief, the* Oovcrnor- 
GcnerJiJ offers kis thank*’. 

The Governor-General deeply regrets the loss of Brigadier 
Peiuiycmck, C.B., and 1 of’ the gallant officers and men who 
, t liavc honourably fallen in the service of t he country. 

It has afforded the Governor-General the highest gratifica- 
tion to observe, ^hat the conduct of tlfc troops generally was 
worthy of all praise. 

The Governor-General, indeed, is concerned to think that 
any order or misapprehension of an order could have pro- 
duced the movements by the right hrigrade of cavalry which 
his Excellency the Commandcr-in-chicf reports. 

To the artilhyy, European and Native, to the cavalry 
oil the left, and to the European and Native infantry, the 
Governor-General offers hik hearty thanks; especially to those 
corps, European and Native, which* 1 his Excellency reports to 
.have actod under trying circumstances with a gallantry 
worthy of the 'greatest admiration/ 

The Governor-General will have sincere satisfaction in 
bringing the services of this army under the favourable notice 
of her Majesty’s Government and the Honourable East India 
Company. 

A saluto of 21 guns has been ordered to be fired from 
every principal station of the army in India. 
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The Governor*Gencr:il # repcats to the Commander-in-chief 
and to the jLrmy tli% assurance *of his cordial thanks; and 
expresses liis confukmt «beliof£ that the victory which, under 
djvine providence, they have won, will exenJisc a most irn- 
’portant influence on the successful progress of* the war in 
which they ftfc engaged. • 

By order of the Right Honourable the Govefnor-Gencral 
of India, * 

H. M. ELLfoi> 

Secretary to the Government of India, 

With the (tv pernor- General. 

Copy*. . _ 

From his Excellency the Commander-in-chief, to tfie Riyhb 
Honourable the C o tiern o r -Gene fa l of India. 

Ditted Head-Quarters, 

Camp Chillian wallah, January 16, 1849. 

• • 

My Lord* — Majoi* Mackeson, your • hydsliip’s political 

agent with my camp, officially communicated to me on the 
10th instant, the fall of Attoek and the advance of Sirdar 
Chutter Sing in order to concentrate his force with the army, 
in my front, under Shore Sing, already amounting to from 
of), 000 to 40,000 men with 62 guns, concluding his letter 
thus: — “I would urge, in the event of you$ Lordship’s find- 
ing yourself strong enough with the army under your com- 
mand to strike an effectual blotf at the enemy in our front, 
that thcjblow should beTstruck with the least possible delay.” 

Concurring entirely with Major Mackeson, and fading thaj^ 
I was perfectly competent effectually to overthrow Shere 
Sing’s army, I moved from LoSh Tibba, at daylight on the 
12th, to Dingee, about 12 miles. Having learnt from my 
spies, and from other sources of information, that Shere Sing 
still held with his right* the* village of Lukhnee walla and 
Futtehshaw-ke-ChucR, having the great body of his force at 
the village of Wool ian walla, with his left at Russool, on the 
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Jlielum, strongly occupying flic southern extremity of a low 
range of different hills, intersected f>y ry vines, which extend 
nearly to that village. I mado nry arrangements accordingly 
that evening, and communicated them to the commanders of 
the several divisions; but to ensure correct information as to 
the nature of the country, which I believed to b,e orccssivcly 
difficult and. ill-adapted to the advance of a regular argjy, 
I determined upon moving on this Village with a view to 
reconnoitre. v . * 

On the morning of the 1 3th the force advanced. I made 
a considerable detour to my rigid, pqyt'iy in order to distract 
the enemy’s attontioij, hut principally to gel as clear as 1 
could of the jungle, on yliicli it would appean f tfcat the 
enemy mainly relied. * , 

We approached this village about 12 o’clock, and I found, 
’on ajnoufld close to it, .a strong piquet of the enemy’s cavalry 
ana infantry, which we at once dispersed, obtaining from the 
‘mound a very extended view of the country before us, and 
thcTnemy drawn out in battle array* he having, either dur- 
ing the night or that morning, moved out of his several 
positions, and occupied the ground in our front, which, though 
not a dense, was still a difficult jungle, his right in advance 
of Futtehshaw-ke-Chuck, and his left on the furrowed hills 
before described. 

The day being so far advanced, I decided upon taking up 
a position in rear of the village, in order to reconnoitre my 
front, finding that I could not turn the enemy’s flanks, vrhicn 
rested upon a dense jungle, extending nearly to Ilailah, 
■which I Jbad previously occupied for some time, and the 
Vu !ghboiirhood n of which I knew, ard upon the raviney hills 
near llussool, without detaching a force to a distance; this I 
considered both inexpedient and dangerous. 

The engineer department had been ordered to examine the 
country before us, and the quai term aster-general was in the 
act of taking up ground for the encampment, when the enemy 
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•advanced some horse artillery, and openetf tf fi^o on the 
skirmishers in front of the village*. 

I immediately ordered. them* to be silenced by a few rounds 
from our heavy guns, which advanced to an* open space in 
.front of the village. Their ire was* instantly ^turned by 
that of nearly* the wliolo of the enemy’s held artillery; .thus 
exT>osing the position of his guns, which tho •jungle? had 
hitherto concealed. • 

It was now evident that the enemy intended to fight, and 
would probably advance; his guns so as to reach the encamp- 
ment during the night! # 

I therefore drew tip jn order of battle^ Sir Walter Gilbert's 
division # on.the right, lfanked by Brigadier Pope’s brigade of 
cavalry, which I strengthened by Jhe 14th flight Pisgoons, 
well aware that the enemy was strong in cavalry upon his* 
left. To this were attached threp troops of horse; artillery 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Grtftit. , * 

The heavy guns were in the centre. 

Brigadier-General ^flnipbell’s division formed the left, 
tlankcd by Brigadier White’s brigade of cavalry, and three 
troops of horse artillery under Lieutenant-Colonel Brind. 

The field batteries were with the infantry divisions. 

Thus formed, the troops were ordered to lie down, whilst 
the heavy guns under Major Horsford, ably seconded by 
Brevet-Majors Ludlow and Sir Richmond Shakespear, opened 
a well-directed and powerful fire upon the enemy’s centre, 
where his guns appeared principally to ho placed; and this 
tire was ably supported cv; the flunks by the field batteries of 
the in la i Ary divisions. # 

After about an hour’s fire, that §f tho enemy appeared 
be, if not silenced, sufficiently disabled to justify an advance 
upon his position and guns. 

I then ordered my left division to ylvance, which had to 
move over a great extent *of ground, and in front of which 
tho enemy skeined nat to have many, guns. Soon after, I 
directed Sir Waiter Gilbert to advance, and sent orders to 
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Brigadier .Pope to protect the flank and SHpport the move- 
ment. Brigadier Penny’s bfigade'was held in Reserve, while 
thp irregular cavalry under Brigadier ©Hearsay, with the 
20th Native Infantry, was ordered to protect the enormous 
amount of provision and baggfcgc that so hampers the movo- 
mentpof an Indian array. «■' « 

Some time after the advance, I found that Brigadier 
Pounycuiek’s hrigado had failed in n'laintaining the position 
it had carried, and immediately ordered Biigadier Penny’s 
reserve to its support;* but Brigadier-General Caippbell, with 
that steady cooing and military decision £or which he is so 
remarkable, having pushed on his left brigade and formed 
line to his right, carried everything before him, 4 a/id soon 
overtliWiW that* portion c f the enemy which had obtained a 
temporary advantage over his right brigade. 

This last brigade, I <im» informed, mistook for tlie signal 
f to move in double time, the action of their brave lenders, 
Brigadier Pennycuiek and Lieutenant-Colonel Brooks (two 
officers not surpassed for sound jndgmert and military daring 
in this or any other army\ who waived their swords over 
their heads as they cheered on their gallant comrades. This 
unhappy mistake led to the Europeans outstripping the 
native corps, which could not keep pace, and arriving 
completely blown at a belt of thick jungle, where they got 
into some confusion, and Lieutenant-Colonel Brooks, lead- 
ing the 24th, was killed between the enemy’s guns. At 
this moment a large body of infantry, which supported their 
guns, opened upon them so destructive a lire, that the bri- 
. gade was forced to retire, having lost tlieir gallant and 
lamented leader, Brigadier Pcnnyjuick, and the three other 
field-officers of the 24th, jftld nearly half tlife regiment, 
beforo it gave way. The native regiment, when it came 
up, also suffering severely. In justice to this brigade, I 
must bo allowed to state, that 'they behaved heroically, and, 
but for tlieir too hasty, and consequently disorderly advance, 
would have emulated the conduct of tlieir left brigade, which, 
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Jcft unsupported 'for a time, had to charge to the if front and 
right, wherever an £ncmv appeared. The brigade of horse 
artillery on their left, mfdcpLiententant-Colonel Brind, judi- 
ciously and gallantly aiding, maintained an cfrectivc fire. 

Major-General Sir J. Th;ft*kwell, * on the extreme left 
and rear, fchafged the enemy’s cavalry wherever they slewed 
themselves. # 

Tlie right attack of infantry, under that able officer Major- 
General Sir Wafter Gilbert, was most praiseworthy and suc- 
cessful. The left brigade, under Brigadfcr Mountain, advanced 
under a heavy fijue vpon*tho enemy's guns* in a manner that 
did credit to the brigadier and his gallant brigade, which came 
first in Action and suffered severely: the right brigade, 
under Brigadier God by, ably supported the atPvauce. .* • 

This division nobly maintained the oluiracter of the Indian* 
army, taking and spiking the whole oY the enemy’s* gunff,. in 
their front, and dispersing the Sikhs wherever they were* 
seen. # 

The major-general rtports most favourable of the fire of his 
field -battery. 

The right brigade of cavalry, under Brigadier Pope, was 
not, I regret to say, so successful. Either by some order, or 
misapprehension of an order, they got into much confusion, 
hampered the fine brigade of horse artillery, which, while 
getting into action, against a body of llio^cuemy’s cavalry 
that was coming down upon them, had their horses separated 
from their guns by the false movements of our cavalry, and, 
notwithstanding the hero A; conduct of the gunners, four of 
those guns were disabled to an extent which rendered their, 
withdrawal, at the momeht, impossible. ThA moment the 
artillery was extricated and fhe cavalry reformed, a few 
rounds put to flight the enemy that had occasioned this 
confusion. • » 

With this exception,* tit o conduct of the troops generally 
was most exemplary. Some corps, • both European and 
native, acting under most tiying circumstances (from the 
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temporary'failurc in onr left centre and right, and the cover 
which the jungle afforded to the enemas movements), and 
wi<th a gallantry worthy of the highest admiration. 

Although the enemy, who defended not only his guns, brfc 
his position} with desperation, Vas driven in much confusion, 
• and \Vith heavy loss, from every part of it ; adcl the greater 
part of his field-artillery was actually captured: the maroteof 
brigades to their flanks to repel parties that had rallied, and 
the want of numbers* and consequent support to our right 
flank, aided by the efaver of the jungle and the close of the 
da v, enabled him/ upon our further "advance in pursuit, to 
return and carry off tu n observed the greater portion of the 
guns we had thus gallantly carried at the point* of the 
bayonet: 1 * 

I remained with Brigadier-General Campbell’s division, 
whi oh had been reinforced 1 by Brigadier Mountain’s brigade, 
until near eight o’clock, i'il order to effect the bringing in of 
the captured ordnance, and of the wounded, and I hoped to 
bring in the rcsV-of the guns next mdrning. But I did net 
feel justified in remaining longer ont. The night was very 
dark. I knew not how far 1 had advanced. There were 
no wells nearer than the line of this village. The troops 
had been arduously employed all day, and there was every 
appearance of a wet night : rain did fall before morning. 

I should have &lt greater satisfaction if 1 were enabled to 
state, that my expectations in regard to the guns had been 
realized; but although a brigade of cavalry, under Brigadier 
White, with a troop of horse artilh'ry, were on the ground 
voon after daylight, we found that the enemy, assisted by the 
neighbouring Villagers, hall carried*’ off their guns, excepting 
twelve, which wc had brought in the night before. Most of 
the captured waggons I had caused to be blown up before 
leaving the ground. «» 

The victory was complete, as to tlfc total overthrow of the 
enemy; and his senso of utter discomfiture and defeat, will, I 
trust, soon be made apparent, unless indeed the rumours 
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prevalent this day of his living been joined by thirttor Sing, 
prove correct* • 

I am informed that thfc l#ss* of tlie Sikhs has been very 
great, and chiefly amongst their old and tried soldiers. In 
ho action do I remember seeing^so man}' of an enfmy’s slain 
upon the sftmVspacc : Sohraon perhaps only excepted. • 

1 'have now, my Lord, stated the general lnovenffcnts of this 
army previous to and during the action of Chillian wallah, ami 
as that action was characterized by peculiar features, which 
rendered it impossible for the Comm unite r-iu-chief to witness 
all the operations yf tl*i force, 1 shall IV'g leave to bring 
prominently to your l^ordsliips notice* the names of the 
several *>ttifcers and corps jartioulurly mentioned by tho 
divisional commanders. 

1 have already stated the obligations I.am under to Major- . 
General Sir Joseph Thackwell^ aiyl* Sif Walter Giltart, uml 
to Brigadier-General Campbell, for their most valuable, 
services. I warmly concur with them in the thanks which 
they have expressed fo the several brigand’s and officers 
commanding corps, and to the troops generally. 

Sir Joseph Thackwcll names, with much satisfaction, 
Brigadier White’s conduct of his brigade; Major Yorbury, 
cmiimanding 3rd Light Dragoons; the gallant charge of 
Captain Unett, in command of a squadron of that corps ; 
Major Mackenzie, commanding the 8th # * and Captain 
Wheatley, commanding the 5th Light Cavalry; and tho 
conduct of Captain Moore, of the 8th, with a squadron 
detached a in support of % tho artillery. He further notices 
the assistance he derived from the zeal and activity o# Captain % 
Pratt, assistant adjutant-general, Imd Lieutenant Tucker, 
deputy-assistaut quartermaster-general of his division, of 
Captain Cant ley, major of brigade, of his aide-de-camp, 
Lieutenant Thackwcll, and of Lieutenant Simpsyn, sub- 
assistant commissary-gcnfcrdl. 

Brigadier-Gfcheral (Campbell speaks ^in terms of admira- 
tiou of the 5th Brigade, led on by that distinguished oiflccr. 
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Brigadier Pcnnycuick; and particularly of tlio gallant exer- 
tions of Her Majesty's 24th Foot, u'ftder the command of 
Xiieutenant-Colonel Brookes;’ f.nd“ tlift good and steady 
advance of the 2.5th and 45th Native Infantry, under t>he 
command 6f Licutenant-ColoAol Corbett and Major Williams. 
He ‘particularizes the undaunted example set* to his brigade 
»>y lirigadihr Hoggan; the continued steadiness and gallantry 
of Her Majesty’s Gist Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Macleod, under the most trying circumstances; tlic 
distinguished conduct* of Major Fleming and th*3 officers of 
the oGtli Native Jufantry; and of the 46tl* Native Infantry, 
under Major Tador; las also the ablg* and zealous exertions 
of the Brigade Major, Captain Keillor. The BrigacTrui'-frcnoral 
..also biings to' notice liisf obligations to Major Tucker, assist- 
ant adjutant-general of tlic army; and to Captain Goldie 
and Lieutenant Irwin' of the engineers, who were sent to his 
.assistance, and the cordial and able support which lie received 
from Major Ponsonby, his assistant a djutan t-gcuoral ; and he 
particularly mentions the conduct di* Knsigu Garden, his 
deputy assistant quart erinusier-general , and Captain Hay- 
thornc, his aide-de-camp ; further naming Lieutenant Grant 
of Her Majesty’s 24th Regiment ; Lieutenant Powys, of Her 
Majesty’s Gist, wlio Attended him as orderly officers; and Af 
Lieutenant and Adjutant Shadwell, of Iler Majesty’s 08th, 
who was with him as a volunteer. 

Sir Walter Gilbert speaks warmly of the charge led by 
Brigadier Mountain, against a large battery of the enemy, 
and followed up on his right by Brigadier Godby: end of the 
- subsequent conduct of these officers; as also of the conduct of 
Major Chester, assistant' adjutant-general ; and Lieutenant 
Galloway, deputy assistant quartermaster-general of the 
division; of 'Lieutenant Colt, his aide-de-camp ; of Captain 
SherwilJ- and Lieutenant Macdonucll, majors of brigade ; and 
of Captain Glasfurd; and Lieutenant W. E. Morton, of the 
engineers. 

The major-general further mentions the undaunted bravely 
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on this occasion of IIe> Jtfajcsfy’s 29th Regiment, under 
Licutcnant-Cblonel (?on<*revc; # the distinguished conduct of 
the 2nd European Rogimeftt, under Major jStcel; and the 
jiihnncr in which Majors Smi^i and siy? of the 29th, and 
Major Talbqt^ of the 2nd Europeans, seconded their Jablc 
commanders. lie also expresses his thanks to Lieufconant- 
Colbnel Jack, commanding the 30th Native Infantry; Major 
Bamficld, commanding the oh'tli Native Infantry, who was 
mortally wounded; Major Corfield, commanding the 31st 
Native Infantry; and* Major TVlcCanslaiqJ, commanding the 
70th Native Infrtfitty; lor the manner in which they led their 
regiments yito action :*• naming likewisi Captain Nombhard, 
of the .50 fli, who succeeded to thf command of that corps; 
Captain Dawes, commanding the fieTd-battory # of the fTivisionj 
and Captain Robbins, of the 1.5th, who dieted as his aide-de* 
camp. 9 *• 

TliO reserve, consisting of the 15th Native Infantry, and* 
eight companies of tlftj 0*9 tli Native Infantry, was ably 
handled by Brigadier Penny, well secondifl by Lieutenant- 
Colonels Sibbahl and Mercer, commanding the corps. The 
brigadier particularly mentions the steady conduct of the 
ltifle Company of the f>9tli, under Captain Sissmore ; and 
acknowledges iho services of Captain Macplierson, his major 
of brigade; and Brevet Captain Morris, of the 20th Native 
Infantry, who attended him as orderly officer. 

Brigadier-General Tennant, commanding the artillery divi- 
sion, rendered me evci^v # aid, and presided over the noble 
arm, of which he is the head, most creditably to himself and 
most beneficially to tlie # service.. The brigudier-gcn<$p o .l 
particularly# mentions Brigadier J. Brooke, wfio commanded 
the whole of the horse artillery; Brigadier Huthwaitc, com- 
manding the foot artillery ; Lieutenant-Colon els, C. Grant and 
F Brind; Major 11. Hojsfo^d and Jttsijor Mo watt ; all of 
whom were in important commands. lie further brings to 
notice Captain J. Abercrombie, deputy assistant adjutant- 
general; Lieutenant Tombs, deputy assistant quartermaster- 
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general, liis aide-ile-camp; Lieutenant Olpbcrts; Captain 
Hogge, commissary of ordnance ; and Lieutenant de Tessicr, 
who attended him as orderly officer/ 4 

I have, in the beginning of this despatch, noticed the ser- 
vices of Brevet-Major 'Sir Richmond Shakcspear and Breve t- 
Majflr Ludlow, in command of the heavy batteries* under the 
general superintendence of Major Horsford; and it •only 
remains for me to add, that the conduct of ( Major Fordyco ; 
Captains Warner arid Duncan; Lieutenants Robinson and 
Walker, commanding' troops end fielij-batteries ,* as well as 
the officers and liven of the artillefy generally, have been 
named in terms of pnise by the divisional commander. 

Lieutenants C. V. Cox aad E. Kaye, brigade- maj In's of this 
arm, lidyc becir'also liamdd by their^respectivc brigadiers. 

From the engincer..departnicnt, under Major Trcmonhcre, I 
received ‘active assistance, -ably aided by Captain Durand, 
.Lieutenauts It. Baird, Sinitli, and Goodwyn. 

To the general staff 1 am greatly, indebted. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gough, f .C.B., quartermaster-general; and Major 
Lugard, acting adjutant-general ; and Captain C. Ottor, 
acting assistant adjutant-general of Her Majesty’s forces; 
Lieutenant-Colonel 1\ Grant, C.13., adjutant-general of the 
army; Major C. Kkins (killed), a valued and much regretted 
officer, deputy adjutant-general ; and Major Tucker, assistant 
adjutaut-gcncral «£ the army; Lieutenant-Colonel W. Garden, 
C.B., quartermaster-general of the army; Lieutenant W. F. 
Tytlcr, assistant quartermaster-general; and Lieutenant 
Patou, deputy assistant quartermaster-general of the army ; 
Lieutenaitt-Colonel Birch, judgc-advocate-general ; and Lieu- 
tenant G. B. Jbhuson, deputy judge-advocate -general; Major 
G. Thomson, assistant commissary-general ; Lieutenanl- 
Colonol J. G. W. Curtis, assistant commissary-genera! ; 
Captain ,C. Campbell? paymaster to the army ; Captain J. 
Lang, postmaster; ami 11. Franklin, esquire, inspector- 
general of Her Majesty's hospitals. 

To my personal staff 1 am also much indebted, Captain F. 
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P. Haines, military secretary ; Major H. Bates, aidfl-de-camp; 

Lieutenant A* Bagot,* aide-de-camp ; Lieutenant S. J. Hire, 
sii«le de-camp; Captain Ghhfalt, aide-de-camp; Lieutenant G. 
N* Kardinge, aide-de-camp; and Lieutenant \V. G. Prcnder- 
gast, Persian interpreter. * * 

Tlio untv’ca^’ied exertions of Dr. Renny, superintcmling- 
fcurgeon, and of Dr. Mac Rac, the field-surgeon, id the care of 
the wounded, have been beyond all praise. 

The Earl of Tli fiord kindly accompanied me throughout 
the operations, and was most useful ir? conveying my orders 
to the several divisions iffud brigades. I find also the advan- 
tage throughout the day of the active services of Lieutenant- 
Colonel fStr'Henry M. Lawrence, Major Mack eson, Mr. Cocks, 
C. 8., Captain Nicholson, and Lieiftenant liifbirhson/as well 
as of Major Anstruther, of the Madras Artillery, anA 
Lieutenant II. 0. Maync, of the Gtli Madras Light Cava fry. 

Captain Ramsay, joint deputy* connnissary-gencral, witfu 
the several oflicers of tjuit depai’tmcut, lias been most inde- 
fatigable, and has liitllbrto kept the arm/ moll supplied. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Gougii, General, 

Coin mander-in-cliiof. 

Returned of killed, wounded, and missing of the army of 
the PuTijaub, under the personal command of the Right 
Honourable Lord Gough, G.C.B., in the action with the 
Sikh forces, under Rajah SherefSing, at Chillian wallah, on 
the 1,3th January, l?'f9. 

General Staff- — 1 European oflicer, 1 horse, killed* 2 Euro- 
pean officers wounded.* * • 

Artillery Division. — Horse Artillery Brigade. 

1st Troop, 2nd Brigade— 5 rank and file, 1 lascar, killed; 1 
rank and file, 4 lascars, 2 lior.;cs, uvounded ; ljrank and 
file, 22 horses, missiftg! 

2ml Troop, ditto — 4* rank and file, 1 lascar, wounded; 2 
horses missing. 
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3rd Troop* 2nd Brigade — 1 serjeanj^, 6 rank and file, killed;' 

1 European officer, 2 rank and fife, 3 la^cars, 1 Syce, 
• wounded; 1 rank and file, b $yci i s, 3d horses, missing. 

4th Troop, ditto*— 1 European officer, 1 Syce, 6 horses, killed \ 

2 rank hud file, 2 Horses, funded; 4 horses missing. 

1st Troop, 3rd Brigade — 1 rank and file, 1 hd/scj killed ; 1 
rank an A fill', 1 horse, wounded. 

2nd Troop, ditto — 1 rank and file wounded. 

Foot JVrtillery Brigade. * 

1st Company, 1st Battalion, No, 10 Battery — l hoi»c wounded. 

3rd Company, ditto* No. 17 Battery-*^ h^rqps killed; 2 Euro- 
pean officers, 1 trumpeter, 2 rank and file, wounded ; 1 
horse missing. « • • • 

dst Company, 4th ditto— *1 rank ajul file killed ; 7 rank and 

. file wounded. . 

2iyl* CoTflpany, ditto— 1 rfiyk and file killed; 1 serjeant, 2 

« rank ami file, wounded*. 

4th Company, ditto — 1 rank and file t woumlcd. 

6th Company, 7tk iTitto, No. .0 Battery-*- 1 horse killed; 5 ran 
and file, 1 horse, wounded; 1 horse missing. 

Park Establishment — 1 serjeant killed. 

Total — l European officer, 2 serjeants, 14 rank and file, 1 
lascar, 1 Syce, 11 horses, killed; 3 Euro perm officers, 1 
serjeant, 1 trumpeter, 28 rank and file, 8 hi scars, i Syce, 

7 horses, woujided; 2 rank and file, 6 Syces, Cl horses, 

' missing. 

Engineer Department, 6 tli ^Company of Pioneers — 3 rank and 
file wounded. • 

* Cavalry Division. — 1st Brigade. 

H. M/s 3rd Bight Drag&ons — 1 Serjeant, 23 rank and file, 
killed; 2 European officers, 14 rank and file, 14 hordes, 
wounded. 

II. M.’s 1.4th Light Dsngoons — 1 European officer, 1 rank and 
file, 2 horses, killed; 1 Europbafi officer, 2 serjeants, 12 
Tank and file, 2 Worses, wounded*; 2 rank and file, 4 
horses, missing. 
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r »th Light Cavalry— 2 serjeants, 1 ^trumpeter, 3 rank and file, 
7 horses, filled; i European officers, 1 native ditto, 2 
serjeants, 11 ranktand* fiU, f horses, wounded. • 

8th Light Cavalry — 1 rank and file killed; 2 rank and file, 1 
horse, wounded ; 2 horses missing. * * 

• *" 2nd Brigade. 

Brigade Staff — 1 European officer wounded. 

H. M.’s Oth Lancers — 4 rank and file killed; 8 rank and file, 
5 horses, wounded ; 4 horses missing.* 

1st Regimen* Light Cavalry — 3* rank ami file, 1 Syce, 1 horse, 
killed; 1 natke. officer, 1 serjeant, 2* rank and file, 1 
Syce, 7 horses, wounded ; 3 horses missing. 

fitli Regitmmt Light Cavalry — l European officer, 2 native 
ditto, 4 rank and file, 2 .horses, kifted; 2 Eufopean Officers,' 
1 warrant officer, 1 serjeant, 6 rank ami file, wounded; 6« 

horses missing. 

n • 

Total— 2 European officers, 2 native ditto, 3 serjeants, 1* 
trumpeter, 30 rank ^ud file', L Syce, 38 horses, killed; 8 
European officers, f native ditto, 1 warmnt officer, 6 ser- 
jeants, 55 rank and file, 1 Syce, 3G horses, wounded; 2 
rank ami file, 10 horses, missing. 

2nd Infantry Division. — 3rd Brigade. 

2nd European Regiment— 6 rank and file killed; 2 European 
officers, 5 serjeants, .54 rank and file, wounded. 

3 1st Regiment of Native Infantry— 1 haviidar, 2 rank and 
file, killed; 1 European officer, 2 liavildars, 12 rank and 
file, wounded. * 

4.5th Regiment of Native Infantry — 4 havildars, 13 rank and 
file, killed : 4 European officers, 1 native ditto* 1 liaVil- 
dar, 53 Rink and file, wounded;* 3 rank and file missing. 

70th Regiment of Native Infantry — 2 native officers, 3 rank 
ami file, killed ; 20 rank and file wounded. 

4th Brigade. • • 

H. M.’s 20th Foot — 2^seVjcants, 20 rank ami file, killed; 4 
European ‘officers, 5 serjeants, 4 drifminers, 104 rank and 
file, wounded ; 3 rank and file missing. 
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30th Regiment of Native Infantry — 2 European officers, 1 
native ditto, 10 liavildars, 1 drummer, 53 ^ank and file, 
• killed; 9 European officers, <9 iriitiv® ditto, 12 liavildars, 
1 drummer^ 187 rank and file, wounded. 

56th Rcgiihcnt of Native irffantry — 2 European officers, 4 
hativc ditto, 7 havildars, 32 rank and life,* killed ; 6 
European officers, G native ditto, 1 8 liavildars, 4 drum- 
mers, 205 rank and file, wounded ; 2 liavildars, 3G rank 
and file, missing. 1 

Total — 4 European officers, 7 native ditto, 24 « serjeants or 
liavildars, 1 diummer, 138 rank 9ind filev killed ; 26 Euro- 
pean officers, 1G. native ditto, 43 serjeants or havildars, 9 
drummers, 725 rank and file, wounded; 2 liavildars, 42 
rank and file, missing. 

•i 3rd Infantry Division. 

Divisional and Brigade Staff — 2 European officers killed, 2 

». ditto wounded. 

5th Brigade 

If. M.’s 2fth Fo«it— 1 1 European officers, 4 serjeants, 1 drum- 
mer, 188 rank and file, 2 horses, killed; 10 European 
officers, 8 serjeants, 2 drummers, 25 G rank and file, 
wounded; 38 rank and file missing. 

25th Regiment of Native Infantry — 1 European officer, G 
native ditto, 13 havildars, 2 drummers, 78 rank and file, 
killed ; 2 European officers, 3 native ditto, 3 havildars, 2 
drummers, 82 rank and file, 1 horse, wounded ; 2 liavil- 
dars, 10 rank and file, missing. 

6th Brigade. 

15th Regiment of Native Infantry — 4 havildars, 4 rank and 
file, killcu; 3 European officers, 1 native ditto, 7 liavil- 
dars, 37 rank and file, wounded. 

G9th Regiment of Native Infantry — 1 liavildar, 3 rank and 
file, killed; 2 European officers, 8 havildars, 2 drummers, 
51 rank and file, wounded. 

' 7th Brigade. * 

H. M.’s Gist Foot — 11 rank and file killed; 3 European 
officers, 7 serjeants, 93 rank and file, wounded. 
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3Gth Regiment of ^Native inQintry— 1 native officer,* 2 havil- 
dars, 25 rank an if file, killed; G European officers, 2 
native ditto, 3 havildars, 6G rank and file, y ouiuled. • 

4Gch Regiment of Native Infantry — 3 rank and file killed ; 
3 mitivc officers, 4 havildars, 1 drummer, 43 rank and 
file, wounded. • 

TofcaI*-14 European officers, 7 native ditto, 24 serjeants or 
havildars, 3 drummers, 312 rank and file, 2 horsfcs, killed; 
28 European officers, 9 native ditto, 41) serjeants or havil- 
dars, 7 dfummers, Q28 rank and file, J horse, wounded; 
2 havildars, 4§*rsitik rfiid file, missing. * 

Grand Total — 22 EurojfUan officers, 16 rtative ditto, 53 Ser- 
jeants^ Tiavihlars, 5 trumpetert or drummers, 503 rank 
and file, 1 lascar, 2 Sycfes, 52 horses, killed; 67 European 
officers, 27 native ditto, 1 warrant officer, 90 serjeants or 
havildars, 17 trumpeters gr drummers, 1439 rank ami 
file, 8 lascars, 2 Syces, 44 horses, wounded ; 4 serjeants 
or havildars, 94 runktmd file, G Syces, 80 horses, missing. 

Nominal Roll op European Officers, Killed, Wounded, 
or Missing. 

General Staff — Killed: Brevet- Major C. Ekins, deputy adju- 
tant-general of the army. Wounded: Brevet-Major II. T. 
Tucker, assistant adjutant-general of the army, contusion; 
Lieutenant J. S. Taton, deputy assistant* quartermaster- 
general, severely. m 

Artillery Division. 

-1th Troops 2nd Brigade Horse Artillery — Killed : Lieutenant 

J. A. Manson. . • 

• • • 

3rd Troop, 2nd Brigade Horse A cillery — Wounded: Brevet- 
Major E. Christie, very dangerously, since dead. 

3rd Company, 1st Battaliou Artillery — Wounded : Captain M. 
Dawes, slightly; 1st Lieutei^nt C. S? Dundas, severely. 
Cavalry Division. 

Brigade Staff— Wounded : Brigadier A* Pope, C.B., com- 
manding 2nd Cavalry Brigade, severely. 

r 
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H. M.’s 3rd Light Dragoons — Wio^nded : Captain W. Unctt, 
severely; Lieutenant T. H. Stisted. r 

.5th Regiment . Liglit Cavalry— Wounded : Lieutenant R. 

Christie dangerously ; Lieutenant A. P. C. Elliot, severely. 
H. Jf.'s 14th Liglit Dragoons — Killed : Lieutenant A. J. 

Curetoip Wounded : Major C. Steuart. 

6th Regiment Light Cavalry — Killed : Lieutenant A. M. 
Shepherd. Wound/xl : Captain W. J, E. Boys, Lieu- 
tenant H. R. Griijdlay. 

" 2nd Infantry Dilisiov. * 

2nd European Regimbnt — Wounded : lieutenant M. R. Night- 
ingale, very severely^; 'Lieutenant J. Bleaymire, slightly. 
‘31st Rfcgimcnt of Native Infantry — Wounded: Captain W. 
R. Dunmore, slightly. 

H; M.’s 29th Foot — Wounded-: Major M. Smith, slight con- 
' tusion ; Lieutenant the Honourable H. M. Moncton, 
severely; Lieutenant H. T. MetgV^ very severely ; Ensign 

G. H. Nevilf, slightly. 

30th Regiment of Native Infantry — Killed : Captain W. H. 
Ross, Ensign A. C. do Morel. Wounded: Brevet-Major 
M. E. Loftie, seve/ely ; Captain W. C. Campbell, slightly; 
Captain R. S. Ewart, ditto ; Captain C. F. Fenwick, very 
severely; Captain J. Morrieson, slightly; Lieutenant H. 
Swinhoe, seVerely; Ensign T. Pierce, slightly; Ensign 
J. C. Wood, very severely; Ensign W. T. Leicester, ditto. 
56th Regiment of Native Infantry— Killed : Lieutenant W. 
W. Warde, Ensign F. W. Robinson. Wounded : Major 
D. Bamfjeld, very severely,, since dead; Lieutenant W. 
C. Gott, slightly; Lieutcrant L. B. Jones, severely; Lieu- 
tenant F. V. R. Jervis, ditto ; Lieutenant J. H. Bacon, 
slighily; Lieutenant J. W. Delamain, severely, arm sinco 
amputated. , 

45th Regiment of Native Infantry— , Wounded : Captain R. 
Haldane, severely; Lieutenant J. Palmer, do.; Ensign M. 

H. Combe, slightly; Ensign W. L. Trotter, badly. 
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3ijl Infcwitry Division. 

Divisional Staff — Wdundfcd t Srigadier-General C. Campbell, 
C.B., slightly. # 

'Brigade Staff — Killed : Brigadier J. tennycuick* C.B. and 
K.H.; ICaptain C. R. Harris, major of brigade. Wounded: 
Brevet Captain A. B. Morris, officiating brigade-major, 
slightly. • 

H.M.’s 24th Foot — Killed : LicutenanfcColoncl R. Brookes, 
Major P>. W. Ilarrjs, Captain C. Le*e, Captain J. S. Shore, 
Captain R. W» Tiravdts, Lieutenant G. Phillips, Lieutenant 
0. B. Payne, Lieutenant J. A. Woodgate, Lieutenant W. 
Phillips* Ensign H. E. B. Collis, Ensign A. Pemwcuick. 
Wounded: Major H.* Fay n ter, flaugerousfy; Captain Wr 
G. Brown, slightly ; Captain L. H. Bazalgetto, severely f 
Lieutenant G. E L. Williams** dangerously ; Lfeutcftgnt 
R. A. Crokcr, severely; Lieutenant G. F. Berry, slightly> 
Lieutenant J. B. '[hclwall, severely ; Lieutenant and 
Adjutant \V. Hnrtfihorn, slightly; Lieutenant A. J. Mac- 
pherson, severely; Lieutenant J. H. Archer (H.M.’s 96th), 
slightly. 

25th Regiment of Native Infantry — Killed: Lieutenant A. 

. Money. Wounded : Lieutenant A. G. C. Sutherland, 
slightly; Lieutenant F. A. Jcune, ditto. 

15th Regiment of Native Infantry — Wouiided: Lieutenant 
and Adjutant G. G. Anderson, severely ; Lieutenant H. 
R. Sliawo, slightly; Lieutenant* W. G. Ellice, ditto. 

69th Regjment of Native* Infantry — Wounded : Captain J. 

A. James, severely; Lieutenant J. Nesbitt, dittff. 

H.M.’s 61 st Foot — Wounded : Captain J. MaSsey, severely; 

Ensign J. Nagel, ditto; Ensign J. H. H. Parks, slightly. 
36th Regiment of Native Infantry — Wounded: Captain F. A. 
Carleton, severely; Lieutenant, Interpreter, and.Quartcr- 
Master A. N. TkofhpsonI since dead; Lieutenant and 
Adjutant €. S. Weston, severely; Lieutenant J. D. May- 
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nay, slightly; Ensign F. J. S. Bggshaw, severely; Ensign 
C. J. Godby, dangerously. * , 

1 (Signed) Pac. (Straw, Lieut.-Col. 

Adjjiitant-Gencral of the Army. , 

♦Adjutant General’s Office, 

Headquarters, Camp Chilliamvallah. 

1? th January, 1840. . 


List 

of Ordnance ami Ordnaycc Stores captured, from the 
Enemy in Alic Action of thed&th January. 

Qamp Chillianwallah, loth Jan. 1840. 

No. 

Calibre. 

i Nature. 

1 

« 4 « 3-^4 

7 -pounders 

2 

3-80 .!.... 

7 -pounders 

n 

O. 

. '3-70 

7 -pounders 

4 

3-40 ' 

5 J -pounders 

fi 

3*67 

6 -pounders 

(>* 

3-SO ...* 

7- -pounders 

7 

3*76 

7 -pounders 

R 

... . 3-75 

7 -pounders 

<) 

2-00 

3 -pounders 

10 

io‘94 

7j-pounders 

n 

3- 74 

-pounders 

12 

3-G0 

i 

6 -pounders 


Six of these guns have carriages and limbers,* and six are 
without limber* ; all of tile pattern nearly in use with our 
licld-pieces. 

Two ammunition-carriages (one partly destroyed by explo- 
sion), 1 platform-cart, 144 cartridges, liners fixed to shot; 
1 6 cartridges unfixed, and 18 jffirt-fircs have also Been brought 
into park. 

^ (feigned) , J. Abercrombie, Captain, 

Dcp. Assist. Adj.-Gen. Arty., Army of the Punjaub. 

(Signcvl) J. Tennant, Brig.-Gen., 
Commanding Artillery Division. 
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. ^Tcuo C«py.) 

(Signed) • P. Grant, Licut.-Col., 

Adjutant-General, of the Army! 

(Truc # Copics.]f • 

H. M. Elliot, • , 

Secretary to the Govt, of Hdia, 
with the Governor-General. * 


From tlic Ilighk llononmhle the Comm fouler- in-chi ef to the 
Right HonouraHf the Governor-General of India , 
JscMif. <t-c. i 

• Hcod-qtortdrs, Camp Raiinnggg*, 
Dcoqjnber 10, 1848. # 

My Lord, — In continuation o^my letter of tho 5lh iiftiant, 
I have now the honour to inclose to your Lordship a copy tf 
Major-Gencjal Sir Joseph T hack well’s despatch, dated tho 
titli idem, but only received last night, detailing the operations 
of the force under his command, after it had been detached 
from my head-quarters. 

I can only repeat the warm approval I have already 
expressed of the conduct of the major-general and of every 
oiiicer and man uuder his command, and I beg your lordships 
favourable .consideration of the services «f those named by 
Sir Josfeph Thackwcll. 

1 beg to in c’osc a rgugh sketch of the operations of the 
8rd instant. 

I have,T!cc. 

(Signed) * Gougti. 
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From Major-General Sir Joseph xHackvtell, K.O.B. and K. II . , 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Grctnt t CiB. f ^Adjutant-General of 
the Army. ' 

1 Head-quarters, Ckmp Ramnugger, Camp Heylcli, 
r December 6, 1&4&. 

1 i 

Sir, — 1 have the honour to rcporf, for the information of 
the Right 'Honourable the Commamlcr-in-chi^f, that agreeably 
to his Excellency's orders, I left the camp at Ramnugger with 
the troops named in the margin,* at about lialf-p'ast 3 o’clock 
on the morning o‘i the 1st December, ♦IS'*#, instead of at 
I o’clock as I had ordered, some of the droops hawing lost tlicir 
way among the intricacies' of the rear of the encampment, 
and proceeded ‘to the vicinity of the ford on the Chenab at 
Runnec-Khan-kc-Puttun, distant thirteen miles from Ram- 
nug&cr, which, owing to ttc broken ground and narrow roads^ 
where any existed for the first four miles, I did not reach 
before 11 o’clock. Tho enemy had infantry at this ford, 
which report afterwards magnified to 4,000 men, but the 
villagers said it was much deeper than the one at Alice 
Sherc-ke-Chuck, a mile higher up the river. I am much 
indebted to Lieutenant Patou, deputy assistant quartermaster- 

* Major Christie’s Troop Horse Artillery. 

Captain Huish’s TJ^oop Horse Artillery. 

Captain Warner’s Troop Horse Artillery. 

' Captain Kinleside, No. 5 Light Field Battery. 

Captain Austin, No. 10 Light Field Bafte.y. 

Captain Robinson and 2 18-pounders, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Grant, Horse Artilfery. 

2 companies of pioneers. 

The pontoon train. 

1st Brigade of Cavalry, commanded by Brigadier White. 

3rd Light Dragoons, commanded by Major Yerbury. 

5th Light Cavalry, commanded by- Captain* Wheatley. 

8th Light Cavalry, commanded by Captain Moore. f 

3rd Irregular Cavalry, commanded by Major Tait. 

1 2th Irregular Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Cunningham. 
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general, for his anxious exertions in examining tliis.ford ; and 
from liis report I caffne to* the Conclusion that this ford of 
Alice Shere-ke-Chuok cfculj hot have artillery on the lpft 
bank of the river to cover the passage of tlio troops, from 
‘the insecure bottom of the firs* ford, fieither coilid the pon- 
toon train # bc t>f much use for the same reason, and the*deep 
sands which lay between the fords. Thepontooif train might 
have been laid over the main stream under cover o£ a battery, 
near the enemy*s infantry ; but beyoad the river the sands 
seemed wetland insecure, and si branch of the river beyond 
them was said tQ.be; deep with a muddy bottom. Under all 
these disadvantages, l*pame to the decision that it was more 
sidvisabfc? tT> try the passage of tjie river near Wuzecrabad, 
where Captain Nieholsoi^ assistants the Resident a# Lahore, 
informed me that at the ferry were seventeen boats, and .a 
ford iio£ more than 3 feet 10 inches deep, with a good bottom, 
than to run the risk of a sever© loss by passing the river 
near the enemy. This survey of the ford occupied three 
hours, aud al two o’clock I put the column in movement to 
the ford and ferry at Wuzecrabad, which was in the posses- 

3rd Brigade of Infantry, Brigadier Eckford. 

.31st Native Infantry, Major Corfield. 

50th Native Infantry, Major Bamfieid. 

3rd Division of Infantry, Brigadier-General Campbell, commanding. 

,6th Brigade of Infantry, Brigadier Pfrmycuick. 

H.M.”s 24th Foot, Major Harris. 

2 flank companies, 2nd^ Battalion company, 22nd Native Infantry, 
Major S^npson. • 

8th Brigade of Infantry, Brigadier lioggan. • 

H.M.’s 61st Foot, Lieutenaflt-Colonel*McLeod. • • 

36th Native Infantry, Major FleAyng. 

46th Native Infantry, Major Tudor. 

Of the above detail, the following returned in charge of the two 
18 -poUnders and pontoon l^tin : 

2 guns of No. 40 Light ]?ield Batteiy. , 

12th Irrcgufar Cavalry. 

2 companies 22nd Native Infantry. 
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sion of Lieutenant Nicholson’s ppttans, where the leading 
infantry arrived about five" o’clock in Uio afternoon, having 
njadc a march of about twenty-five ’Iniles. The ( 5 th brigade 
of infantry and some of the guns were passed over the 
Chcnab immediately, and I a fa indebted to Brigadier-General 
Canf^boll, Lieutenant-Colonel Grant, horse artillery, and 
Captain Sm'ith of the engineers, for their great exertions in 
forwarding this object. Brigadier Eckford I hoped would 
have crossed the riv€?r hy the three fords that evening ; but 
as it became too dark and hazy for ^sucli an operation, he 
halted for the nigh j on the dry sands* near Urn last branch of 
the river. Major T^it, 3 rd Irregular/ Cavalry, was enabled 
to pass over three of liist risallahs ; in doing whibh I am 
tforry td say thtee sowars and one horse were drowned. On 
t,he morrow the infantry, cavalry, and all the troops were 
8001* over the river b‘y fdvy and ford, and all the baggage 
^nd commissariat animals passed the same by twelve o’clock, 
without any further loss. t 

At two i\M., y.fter the troops had 1 dined, I marched in 
older of battle, three brigade columns of companies, at half 
distance left in front, at deploying interval. The 1 st brigade 
of cavalry, in tlie same order on the right, with strong flank- 
ing parties and rear guard, and the 3 rd Irregular Cavalry on 
the left, with orders to patrolo to the river and clear tho right 
bank, aided by in/iintry, if necessary : in this order I arrived 
at Do ora will at <Iu>k, about twelve miles from tlie ferry, and 
baited for the night. On Sunday, December 3 , at daylight, 
the troops proceeded in the same' order to war the Sikh 
position, av.d I intended to have reconnoitred and commenced 
an attack upon' it by eleven o'clock* : hearing, however, when 
within about four miles of ft or less, that reinforcements 
were expected to pass over the Clicuab at the ford near 
Ghurrce-kc'Puttun, iti became necessary to secure that post, 
and which had been found without an' enemy an hour before, 
but to which it now seemed that a body of aboilt G*UO of the 
enemy were seen approaching, and I detached a wing of the 
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.jfltb Native Infantry, art*l # two risalluhs of the 3rd Irregular 
Cavalry uud^r MajoT 'lait, who secured the post and frus- 
trated the attempt "of ^htf enemy. This caused so much 
delay, that enough of daylight would not he left for the 
'advance and attack on the left* and rear of the enemy’s posi- 
tion. AlTout # two p.m. some of the enemy’s guns opeyed on 
a pairol of the /5th Light Cavalry, and he was seen advancing 
in large bodies of cavalry and infantry, and the picijuets 
which occupied three villages with lar^fc plantations of sugar- 
cane being too much jn advance to be supported, fell back 
without any loss^and tlPe enemy occupied these villages with 
cavalry on the right, •guns and bodies of infantry, and the 
main bdtijr of their cavalry with horse artillery were oil their 
left. When the enemy’* guns opened, I ordered B/Sgadiei** 
General Campbell to deploy the infantry into line in front of 
the vilfage of Sudoolapoor, ^Brigadier Eckford patfc of 
Brigadier Hoggan’s brigade being* extended in oruqj* not t© 
he outflanked. It w.is.not until the enemy came well within 
range of our guns tlfiit I caused them*t<* open their lire, 
which they then did with great effect. The enemy tried to 
turn both our flanks, which having foreseen, I* had caused 
Captain Warner to move his troop of artillery to the left of 
the infantry, and had sent the 5th Light Cavalry to the left 
to support these guns, and to act in conjunction with the two 
rwillahs of the 3rd Irregular Cavalry under Captain Bid- 
dulph, who Vcro posted on open ground, and these soon 
drove the enemy back. The attempt to turn our right was 
met by extending the 8th" Light Cavalry and Her Majesty’s 
3rd Light Dragoons, supported by Major Christie 1 ^ troop of 
artillery. As the cavalry bf tlie right advanc&l, the enemy’s 
suwars gave way, and they fell Wk on their iufautry, having 
lost some men by the skirmishers of the 3rd Light Dragoons. 
Afler a cannonade of about two hoursfthc fire of tlie enemy 
slackened, and I scut Lihufenant Paton to desire the cavalry , 
on the right tb charge *and take the enemy’s guns if possible ; 
intending to support them by moving the brigades in echelon 

p 3 
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from the right at intervals according to circumstances ; hut 
as no opportunity offered for the cavafty to clpirge, and so 
little of the daylight remained, I dcohiedrit safer to remain in 
my position than attempt to dijive back an enemy so strongly 
posted on tfieir right and ccntl’c, with the prospect of having 
to attack their entrenched position afterwards. •From this 
position the' Sikhs bogan to retire at about 12 o’clock at 
night, as was afterwards ascertained, and as was conjectured 
by the barking of dogs 4 in their rear. I have every reason 
to believe that Shere Singh attacked with 20 guns, amlnearly 
the whole of the 4 Sikh army were?’ employed against my 
position, which was by no means wh$»t I could have wished 
it ; but the fire of our artillery was so effective,* that ho did 
not dafy to bring his rhasses to the front, and my bravo, 
Steady, and ardent infantry, whom I had caused to lay down 
to [i\ oid Jlie heavy firc‘ hath no chance of firing a shot, except 
fi few cepnpanics on the left of the line. The enemy’s loss 
has been severe; ours comparatively very small. I regret 
not being able tq capture the cncmy\s guns ; but with the 
small force of cavalry, two regiments un the right only, it 
would have* been a matter of difficulty for tired cavalry to 
overtake horse artillery, fresh and well mounted. In these 
operations the conduct of all lias merited my warmest praise, 
and the patient endurance of the artillery, cavalry, European 
infantry and sepoys, under privations of no ordinary nature, 
has beeu most praiseworthy. 

To Brigadier-General Climpbell I am much indebted for 
liis able assistance during these movements, and to Liputenant- 
Colonel Grant, commanding the artillery, Major Christie, 
CAptains Huiah, Warner/ Austin hnd Kinleside, and the offi- 
cers and men under their confmand, I cannot bestow too much 
praise for their skill and gallantry in overcoming the fire of a 
numerous artillery, seme of which were of heavy calibre. I 
am^also greatly indebted to CAptain* Smith of the engineers, 
for his exertions in ^passing over guhs at the Wuzeerabad 
ferry, and for his assistance in conveying my orders on 
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various occasions. Ant} my thanks are clue 'to ^Lieutenants 
Yule and Croimneiin of f tke Same corps, and Lieutenant 
Bacon of the sappers ; 4.0 lieutenant Paton, deputy assistant 
yuartcrmastcr-gener.il, my best thanks are duo for his excr- 
• tions and assistance in the advance oP the troops and daring 
the action / *md to Captain Nicholson, assistant to tho resi-. 
doitf, at Lahore, I beg to offer my best thanks for his # endea- 
vours to procure intelligence of the enemy's movements, for* 
his endeavours *to procure supplies forjthc troops, and hisjable 
assistance pn all occasions, £aptain Pratt, my deputy assist- 
ant adjutant-general* ^Lieutenant TuclSpr, deputy assistant 
(jmirterniaster-genoraJ, and Lieutenant Thackwcll, aide-de- 
camj), ka-vf! been most zealous ^performing their respective * 
duties, and have rendered me QXfpry assiskyice ; and I fqpl 
assured that if the cavalry and infantry had been brought 
into close action, 1 should havo had 4lie great satkjfacljon of 
thanking brigadiers com madding* officers of corps, an(f the 
officers and men, for their gallantry and noble bearing in 
action, as I ‘now do Jor their steadiness and good conduct. 
To Major Mainwaring, Captains Gcrrard, Simpson, Paddy, 
and James, I am much indebted for their exertions in their 
respective dopartmen ts. 

I beg further to state that on the morning of the 4th I put 
tiie troops in motion to pursue the enemy, who had retreated 
during the preceding night, and encamped ^about eleven miles 
from the Chonab, on the road to Jullalporc, the 9th Lancers 
having been pushed to the front, <but without seeing anything 
of tho enemy, who hall retreated by the Jlielum, Jullalpore, 
and Pind Dadun Khan roads. On the following (fcy I arrived 
at this place, and sent twt regiments of cavaky on tho toad 
to D ingee ' one of them, the* 14th Light Dragoons and two 
regiments of cavalry, and a troop of horse artillery on the 
road to Jullalpore ; tlfe latter party # observed*two bodies of 
the enemy of about 80U and <100 men 'each, imagined to be a 
strong rear-guard, about eight miles ffom this, and behind a 
thick jungle which reaches to the river j and the former went 
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to Dingce,«which place tlie enemy had left, d-ud the villagers 
said had gone over the Jhclu^L. ' Both parties returned to 
tlijs camp without, I am sorry 'to*say, having overtaken any 
of the enemy’s troops or guns. # 

I beg lent o to inclose a retuVn of the killed and wounded. 

* I have, &c. # ' * 

(Sigrfed) Jos. Ti t A civ well, Major-General, « 

c Commanding the advanced post of Iho Army. 

«% * 
r ■ 

List of Officers killed, 'wounded, and missing, of attachment 
of the army of tire Puujaub, on the? 3rd, .December, 1848. 

1st Troop, 2nd Brigade Horse Artillery. — Lieutenant E. J. 

Watson, wounded. u * 

kOth Light Fifeld Battci'y, 1st Ccmpany, 1st Battalion — 
•* Captain E. Gr. Austin, severely wounded. 

22nd Regiment Native Infantry — Jemadar Sudar Khan, 
r severely wounded; amputation of leg. 

2. i th Regiment Native Infantry — T^uunoo Ram Jemadar, 
killed. « c * 

Ilfitli Regiment Native Infantry — Lieutenant Garstin, severely 
wounded. 

3rd Irregular Cavalry— Lieutenant. A. Gibbons, wounded. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of a detachment of 
the army of the Puniaub, in the action on the 3rd Docom* 
her, 1848. 

Cahip Ileyleh, December 6*, 1848. 

1st Troop, 2nd Brigade Horso Artillery — 1 serjeant, 1 rank 
and fil<v3 horses, killed; 1 European officer, 1 serjeant, 1 
rank and fife, 2 horses,' wounded. 

3rd Troop, 2ml Brigade Ilorso* Artillery — 2 horses wounded. 
1st Troop, 3rd Brigade Horse Artillery — 4 rank and file, 8 
horses, t killed ; 7 rank and file, 4 horses, wounded. 

Total — 1 serjeant, 5 rank and file, 11' horses, killed; 1 Euro- 
pean officer, 1 serjeant, 8 rank * and file, 8 horses, 
Wounded. 



THE CHENAB. 


Xo. 5 Light- Field Battery and 3rd Company ft! 1 Battalion — 
1 horse filled; 2P Syce cl rivers, 1 Syce, 2 horses, wounded. 
Xo. 10 Light Field •Batffery and 1st Company Lst Battalion — 
• 2 horses, killed; 1 Kurcjpcan officer, 2 rank and file, 

wounded. • ® 

Total — 3* houses kille l; 1 European officer, 2 rank aiy! file, 
it Syce drivers, 1 Syce, 2 horses, wounded. 

Cavalry — 1st Brigade. 

H.AI.'k 3rd Ligfit Dragoons — 3 horses, ‘killed; 1 rank and file, 
1 horse? wounded. # • * 

nth Light Cavakji — 2 •horses, killed; 1* havildar, 1 horse, 
wounded. \ • 

«sth Liglit Cavalry — 1 rank and fdc, 3 horses, killed; 1 horse, 
wounded. • • • * • 

Total — 1 rank and file, 8 horses killed; 1 havildar, 1 rank. 

amf file, 3 horses, wounded. •* * •, 

3rd Irregular Cavalry — 1 havildaf*, 2 rank and file, J 1 horror, 
killed; 1 European officer, 2 rank and file, 1 horse, 
wounded* 1 rank^md file, 1 horse, nfistfng. 

12th Irregular Cavalry — 1 rank and file, killed. 

Infantry — 3rd Brigade. 

31st Regiment Native Infantry — 1 havildar, 6 rank and file, 

■ wounded. 

Total — 1 havildar, 3 rank and file, 11 horses, killed; 1 Euro- 
pean officer, 1 havildar, 3 rank and lile*l horse, wounded. 

. * 6th Brigade. 

Remarks — 1 Bhecstio wounded and drowned crossing the 
river oi^thc night of tie* 1st December, 1S48; 3 sowars and 
1 horse, not included in this. 

H.M.’s 24th Regiment — f seijeanf, 1 rank sfhd file, kified; 

1 serjeaut, 3 rank and file, wounded. 

22nd Regiment Native Infantry-»-l havildar, killed; 1 native 
officer, 2 rank and file, wounded. • . 

2,>th Regiment ,Nati vo Infantry — 1 native officer, 4 rank and 
*file, killed; 1 hav*ldar, 7 rank and* file, wounded. 

T< tal — 1 native officer, 1 serjeaut, and 1 havildar, 5 rank and 
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file, killed; 1 native officer, 1 serjeant, and \ havildar, 12 
rank and file, wounded. 

„ 8 tli Bngg.de. „ 

H.M.’s 61st Regiment — 2 rank and file, killed; 1 scrjcant, 
8 rank ;*nd file, wounded.* 

36tll Regiment Nativo Infantry — 1 native officer, 1 rank and 
file, killed; 1 European officer, 2 rank and file, wounded. 
4Gtli Regiment Native Infantry — 1 rank and file, wounded. 
Total — 1 native officer, 3 rank and file, killed; 1 European 
officer, 1 serjeant, ±1 rank and file, wounded. „ 

Total — 21 iniiu, 33 horses, killed^ 5JL men, 14 horses 
wounded; 1 a man, 1 horse, missing. 

Grand Total— 73 men, 48 horses. • ... 

,The Secretary with the Governor-General to the Adjutant - 
Gt,ierd\ of the Army. 

Forozcpore, January 31? 184i). 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of his Excellency 
the Commander-ip-chieFs despatches, dated the Jth, I Oth and 
16 tli ultimo, reporting the particulars of an action with the 
enemy at Sadoolapore, and the passage of the Chenab by 
Major-General Sir Joseph Thackwell, K.C.B. 

The Governor-General regrets to find that lie inadvertently 
omitted to issue instructions founded on a minute which he 
had recorded on $ic subject of the despatches under acknow- 
ledgment. His Lordship hegs to congratulate the Com- 
mander-in-chief on the success of the measures which lie 
adopted for effecting the passage of the Chenab, and to con- 
vey to hint the assurance of his satisfaction with, and his best 
thunks for, the judicious arrangements by which ho was 
enabled, with comparatively little loss, to carry into execution 
his plans for the passage of that difficult rivor, and for com- 
pelling the *re treat o£ tho Sikh army from the formidable 
position which they Occupied on its further hank, after they 
had been engaged, and beaten back by the. forces under 
Major-General Sir Joseph Thackwell. The result of his 
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Excellency’s, movements, hi driving tliq Sikh army from their 
entrenchments, and A>rcinj^ them' to retire on tlio other extre- 
mity ot the f)ooab, was t>f yiuch importance. , 

„ The Governor-General offers his host thanks to Major- 
’ General Sir Joseph ThackwclV for hiff successf indirection of 
tlie forced uiftler his command, and for the dispositions hy 
wlii ah he compelled the enemy to retire, and Ultimately to 
quit the ground he had occupied. The Goveryor-Gcneral 
tenders his besl thanks to Brigadier-General Campbell for 
the aide assistance which he .rendered to Major-General Sir 
Joseph Tha.ckw$Jl, # and» to Lioutcnant-Cc&oncl Grant for the 
powerful and effective use which he ^nade of the artillery 
under 1ft t dtmimand. # 

The Governor-GenenJ has had much gratification yi 
observing the terms in which the C<ynmander- in-chief ln^s 
spoken 'of the army under his cgrtimflnd in the field; a ad lie 
concurs with his Excellency in •bestowing upon them tho 
praise which is their due. 

General Orders by the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General op India, 

Camp Ferozepore, February 24, 1849. 

•The following notifications from the Foreign Department, 
are republished for the information of the army: 

Notification. 

Foreign Department, Camp Ferozepore, 
# • February 23, 1849. 

The Governor-General has the gratification of intimating 
to the President in Council, and notifying fUr public infor- 
mation, that he has this day received a despatch from Major 
Mackeson, C.B., agent to tho Governor-General with the 
Commaiiderrin-chief, conveying the •intelligence, that the 
forces under his Excel fen'ey flie Commander-in-chief, on the 
21 *t instant, ‘attacked? and routed the Sikh army in the neigh- 
bourhood of Goojerat. 
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Tlic enemy was beaten at every point and retreated in dis- 
order, leaving in tlie hands of tlie'British troops^ by whom he 
was pursued, a great portion of bis Artillery, his ammunition, 
and the whole of his standing pimp. 

The official despatches of ltis Excellency the Commander-' 
in-cllief will be published as soon as they are rcCeiv^d. 

The Govdhior-Gcneral directs that a salute of 21 guns#shall 
be fired, at every principal station of "the army, on the receipt 
of this notification. * 

By order of the Bight Honourable the Governor-General of 
India. ^ 

/(Signed) f H. M. Elliot, 
Secretary to the Government* tf India, 
e with the,, Governor-General. 

Notification. 

* Foreign Department, Cam]) Fcrozcport*. 

February 24, LS49. 

The Right Hokourable tlie Governor General directs tin', 
publication of the following letter from his Excellency the 
Commander-in-chief, reporting the complete defeat of the 
Sikh army on the 21st instant. The detailed despatches will 
be published hereafter/ 

* 

From his Excellency the Comma n dcr- in - chi ef in' India, to ike 
Eight Honourable the Governor -General, 

Camp, in front of Goojdhit, February 21,, 1849. 

My Lorcl, — I have the jionour to report to your Lordship 
that I have this day obtained t si victory of no common order, 
either in its character, or, I trust, in its effects. 

I was joined yesterday by Brigadier Markham’s brigade, 
Brigadicr j Gcneral Dub das liavjng joined late the preceding 
night. I moved on in the afternoon of yesterday, as soon as 
these troops were refreshed, from Trikur to tlio village, of 
^hecdiwal. and at seven this morning I moved to the attach, 
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which commenced at ha]f-past eight o'clock, aifd by one 
o’clock I was in possfession*of tho whole Sikh position, with 
all his camp equipage, bitggtgc, magazines, and I hope a largo 
proportion of his guns; the exjet number I cannot at present 
’state, from the great extent bf his position anTl length of 
pursuit, a B 1* followed up the enemy from four to five mjjes on 
the Eimhur road, and pushed on Sir Joseph Thifckwell with 
the cavalry. The rout* has been most complete;* the whole 
road for twelve miles is strewed "with guns, ammunition 
waggons, amis and baggage. • 1 

My loss was cjynparativcly small (I hope within 300 killed 
and wounded) when itjs considered 1 had to attack 60,000 
Sikhs, in* it very strong positioMmrmed with upwards of 
60 guns. The loss of thev enemy iMBt have l)<!bn verjf severe*. 

The conduct of the whole army, in overy arm, was con* 
spicuou^ for steadiness in movement, nhd gallantry Hi actym. 
The details I shall furnish hereafter. . 

# I have, &c. 

(Signed) GToucni, General, 

Commandcr-in-cliief in India. 
By order of the Right Honourahlc the Governor-General of 
India. 

(Signed) IT. M. Elliot, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor-General. 

. J. Stuart, Colonel, 

Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, 
with the (Sovernor-General. 


Notification. 

.Fort William, Foreign Department, 
Match 9, 1849.. 

The President in Council is pleased to direct the publi- 
cation of the* following notification issued by the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General at his Lordships head- 
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quarters, witli a despatch from his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-chief, reporting the defails of the complete victory 
w«liich was gained over the Sikji forces at Goojerat, on the 
21st ultimo by'tlio army undey, his Excellency’s command. , 

B y ordc'r of the President of the Council of India in 
council. • '* •. 

* Fred. Jas. Halliday, r 

*• Officiating Secretary to fhe Government of India. 

General Order by tub Right Honourable .the 
Governor-General ‘of India. 

• Foreign Department, Camp Ferozcpore, 
J* March 1, 1849*. 

1 The G o v er n or- G on e raT^i a v i i i g received from his Excellency 
♦the Commander-in-chief a despatch, reporting the details of 
tho’hrilfiant victory whicluwas r gained by the British’ army at 
• Goojerat, on the 21st ultimo, directs that it be published for 
the information of the army and of t^ 4 e people of India. 

The Sikh amy, under the comnf.md of Sirdar Chutter 
Sing and of Rajah Shore Sing, combined with the AfFghan 
troops in the service of the Ameer of Cabool, were posted in 
great strength near to the town of Goojerat. 

Their numbers werb estimated at 00,000 men, and .>9 guns 
were brought by them into action. 

On the morning of the 21st they were attacked by the 
forces under the personal command of his Excellency the 
Commander-in-chief. A powerful and sustained cannonade 
by the British artillery compelled 4 tliern, after some time, to 
retire frohi the positions they had well and resolutely main- 
tained. 

The subsequent advance of the British army drove them 
back at once from every point, and retreat having been 
speedi ly * con verted ii^to rout, they fled in the ut.most disorder, 
and abandoning their guns, and" throwing away their arms, 
wero pursued by the artillery and cavalry till the evening, 
for many miles beyond the town. 
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Fifty-three pieces o£ th<^ cnciyy’s artillery, his* camp, his 
baggage, his magazines, and vast store of ammunition left in 
the hands of the British trdotys, bear testimitfiy to the cofti- 
pFctcncss and to the important of thy victory tlyit has been 
won. # 

The Governor-General, in the name and on behalf #f the 
Government of India, nwst cordially congratulates his Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-chief aud Jho whole arfny on the 
glorious success which, under the ble/sing of Divine Provi- 
dence, their 'skill and gallantry have achieved: and he offers 
to his Excellency* til the generals, tho officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers ayd soldiers of the force, liis grateful acknow- 
ledgments of the service they Ift^e thus rendered^ to the 
Government and to their Country. • 

The (Jovernor-Gcneral begs csyeci^lly to thank Major? 
General Sir Joseph Thackwsll, I^.C.B. and K.H. ; Mayor- 
General Sir W. Gilbert, K.C.B. ; Major-General Whish, C.B. • 
Brigadior-Geijerul Campbell, C.B., and Brigadier-General the 
Honourable H. Dundas, C.B., for the ability and judgment 
with which they directed tho operations of the divisions 
respectively under their command. 

To tho chief engineer, Brigadier Clicape, C.B. ; to the 
officers commanding brigades, Brigadier Brooke, C.B. ; Bri- 
gadier Huthwaite, C.B.; Brigadier Leeson; to Brigadier 
White, C.B., brigadier Hearsey and BrigadicPLock wood, C.B. ; 
to Brigadier Ilcrvey and Brigadier Markham; to Brigadier 
Mountain, C.B. ; Brigadk?r # Penny, C.B. ; Brigadier Capon aud 
Brigadier Iloggan • Brigadier Carnegy and Brigadier McLeod, 
the best thanks of the Govyrnor-Geperal are due. m 

The services of Brigadicr-G|pncral Tennant and of the 
artillery of the force have been recorded in the despatch of 
the Commander-in-chief in terms of which the^t may justly 
be proud. 

The Governor-General cordially joins with his Excellency 
in acknowledging their merit, and in bestowing upon them 
the praise they have earned so well. 
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To Major Lugard, to Lieutcnqpt-Colonel Gough, C.B., and 
to the officers of the general. staff fc of Her Majesty’s army ; 
to LieutenanGColonel Grant, V. B. ; to Lieutenant-Oolonel 
Garden, C«B.; and to the oncers of the general staff of Uip 
army ; to Captain Ramsay and the officers of ttyq commissariat 
department; to Mr. Franklin, inspector-general of Her Ma- 
jesty’s hospitals; to Dr. Ilenny, and Alio officers of tho nfedical 
department, and to tlnj officers of his Excellency’s personal 
staff, tho Governor-General offers his best thanks, and assures 
them of his full appreciation bf their services. * * 

And to all the troops of every arm, European and native, 
tho Govern or- Gen erdl desires to convey his qntire approbation 
of they; steady and gallant conduct throughout the day ; par- 
ticularly to a portion of the Oth Lancers aiul the Seinde 
'Horse for their chitrgo against the Affghan cavalry; to the 
3M brigade of infantry, 'under Brigadier Penny, C.B., for 
■'their attack on tho village of Kahra; and to a portion of 
Brigadier Hcrvcy's brigade for theii charge led by Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Franks, C.B., all of which have been specially 
reported by his Excellency the Commander-in-chief. 

Tho Governor-General estimates highly the important 
results which the battle gained on the 2 1st ultimo is calculated 
to produce. He entertains a hope that the conviction, which 
the events of that day must force upon all, of the vast supe- 
riority which tlift British army derived from tlye possession of 
science and military resource, will induce the enemy shortly 
to abandon a contest which is a hopeless one. 

The war in which we are engaged must he prosecuted 
\vith vigour t and determination, to the entire defeat and 
dispersion of all who arc in, arms against us, whether Sikhs 
or Affghans. 

The Governor-General has ever felt, and feels, unbounded 
confidence in the aVmy which serves in India. lie relies 
fully ou the conviction that their services will he given cheer- 
fully and gallantly, as heretofore, whatever may be the obsta- 
cles opposed to them ; and he docs not doubt that, with the 
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blessing of Hcavcli, such fqll success will continue 4o follow 
their efforts, as shall* spec tftly give to the Government of 
India the victory ove* its \m<*u*ics, ami restore the country to 
the enjoyment of peace. I 

The Governor-General will nftt fail earnestly 1 3 common <1 
the past scJvicfls of this army to the favourable consideration 
of Her Majesty’s Government and of the Honourable East 
India Compan}'. • 

A salute of 21*guns has been ordSred at every principal 
station of S'* army in India. • ® 

By order of thp* l^igfit* Honourable the •Governor-General 
of India. . 

(Signed) * II. M. Elliot, 
Secretary to ih? Government of Indfa, witlf the • 
Govcruor-Gcueral. • 


Fr<o)i the Right Honourable the Commander-in-chief in India , 
to the Rigid Honourable the Cover nor -Gliupal of India. 

Head-quarters, Camp Goojerat, 
February 2G, 1849. 

My Lord, — By my letter of the 21st instant, written on 
the field of battle immcdiatdy'aftcr the action, your Lordship 
will havo been made acquainted with the glorious result of 
my operations^on that day against the Sikh finny, calculated 
from all credible reports at 60,000 men of all arms and 59 
pieces of artillery, undqp the command of Sirdar Chatter 
Sing antUiajah Shore Sing, with a body of 1500 A Afghan horse 
led by Akrain Khan, son of tlie # Ameer Dost T\Iahoni£d 
Khan ; a result, my Lord, glorious indeed for t£e ever victo- 
rious army of India! The ranks of the enemy broken, their 
position carried, their gun^, ammunition, camp equipage, and 
baggage captured, their flying masses driven before the victo- 
rious pursuers from mid-day to dusk, receiving most sovero 
punishment in their flight; and, my lord, with gratitude to .a 
merciful Providence, I have the satisfaction of adding, that 
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notwithstanding the obstinate resistance of the enemy, this 
triumphant success, this brilliant^ victoVy has been achieved 
with comparatively little loss oa oui* side. 

The number of guns taken j : n action and captured in the 
line of pursuit, I now find to t>e fifty-three (53). 

Thfl official report made by the adjutant-^enefral of the 
army on tlio*'20th instant, will have informed your Londship 
that I had directed Brigadier-General the Honourable H. 
Dundas to join mo b'jj- forced marches, and that I had closed 
up to so short a dis^nce of the Sikh arjny, that they could not 
possibly attempt the passage of the UhcnaU,* in order to put 
into execution their avowed determination of moving upon 
Lahore, make a retrograde movement by the Kdol’ce Pass 
(the only practicable one*for guns), or indeed quit their posi- 
tion, without my beiii" able to attack them and defeat their 
movement. "• 

* On the 18th instant Brigadier Markham had proceeded 
from Ramnugger up the left bank of the river to Kanokee, 
to which I had dk-ected forty-seven btfats to be sent up. Oil 
the morning of the 20th this officer crossed the Chenab, by 
my instructions, and joined me at eleven o’clock a.m. At 
the same time Lieujenant-Coloncl Byrne was directed to 
move down the left bauk, from the position he held in front 
of Wuzeerabad with two corps of infantry and four guns, 
leaving two regiments of irregular cavalry to watch the 
fords, and to prevent any marauding parties or bodies of the 
routed enemy from effecting a passage. 

On the same day a reconnoissance was made of the enemy’s 
position, and it was ascertained that their camp nearly encir- 
cled the town of Goojerat, their regular troops being placed 
immediately frouting us between the town and a deep water- 
course, the (fry bed of the River Dwjira. This nullah, which 
is very tortuous, passing round nearly two sides, of the town 
of Goojerat — diverging to a considerable distance on the 
north and west faces, ' and then taking a southerly direction, 
running through the centre of the ground, J occupied at 
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Shadiwal. Thus th§ enfcjjiy's position on the right was 
greatly strengthened^ tlie.niillah giving cover to his infantry 
in front of his guns, whilst another deep, though narrow wet 
nullah running from the east outlie town and falling into the 
Clienab, in^tlw^ direction of Wuzcerabad, covered his left. • 
The ground between these nullahs, for a spaeo of riharly 
throe* miles, being well calculated for the operations of all 
arms, and presenting no obstacle to the movement of my 
heavy guns, I determined to make my principal attack in 
that direction and dispus^ my force accordingly. 

On the cxtrenlS left 1 placed tlic Bombay column, com- 
manded Jjy tjie JIoiiouAblo II. Dundas, supported by Bri- 
gadier White’s brigade of cavalry ancj the Scimjp horse* under # 
Sir Joseph Thackwell, to protect the left and to prevent 
large^bodies of Sikh i and A fTghan <yivjdry from turiyng that 
flank: with this cavalry I •placad Captains Duncan ahd 
Huish’s troops of horse artillery, whilst the infantry was* 
covered by the Bomba^*troop of horse artillery under Major 
Blood. ‘ * 

On the right of the Bombay column, and with its right 
resting on the nullah, I placed Brigadier-General Campbell’s 
division of infantry, covered by No. 5 and No. 10 light 
field batteries, under Major Ludlow and Lieutenant Robertson, 
having Brigadier Hoggan’s brigade of infantry in reserve. 

Upon the right of the nullah, I placed the infantry division 
of Major-General Sir Walter Gilbert, the heavy guns, eighteen 
in u umber, under Majoft? J)ay and Horsford, with Captain 
ShakesTJlbar and Brevet-Major Sir Richmond Sfyakespear, 
commanding batteries, being disposal in two divisions upen 
the flanks of his left brigade. • 

This line was prolonged by Major-General Whisli’s division' 
of infantry, with one brigade of infaqjry undea* Brigadier 
Markham in support of sacimd line, and Ihe whole covered by 
three* troops of horse artillery ; • Major. Fordyce’s, Captain 
Mackenzie’s, and Anderson’s, No. 17 light field battery, 
under Captain Dawes, with Lieutenant-Colonel Lane’s and 
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Captain Kmleside’s troops of liors^e ‘artillery, in a second line 
in reserve under Lieutenant-CoJonel Brind. ( 

My right flank was protected' By Brigadiers Hearsay’s and 
Lockwood’s brigades of cavalry; with Captain Warner’s trodp 
of herso artillery. t , 

Tht 5th qnd 6th Light Cavalry, with the Bombay light 
field battery, and the 45th and 69th Regiments, unde# [the 
command of Lieutenaijt-Coloncl Mercer, # most effectually 
protected my rear an!j baggage. 

With my right t wing 1 proposed penetrating® the 1 centre 
of the enemy’s line, so as to turn the position of tlieir force 
in rear of the nullah, 1 and thus enable** my left wing to cross 
it witli f little loss and in co-operation with the riglit^io double 
upon tftc centre the wing of the bnemy’s force opposed to 
flicm. ( ' , 

JVt half-past seven o’clq6k the army advanced in the order 
described with the precision of a parade movement. The 
enemy opened their fire at a very long distance, which 
exposed to my aftillcry both the position and range of their 
guns. I halted the infantry just out of fire, and advanced the 
whole of my artillery, covered by skirmishers. 

The cannonade now opened upon the enemy was the most 
magnificent I ever witnessed, and as terrible in its effect. 

The Sikh guns were served witli their accustomed rapidity, 
and the enemy Veil and resolutely maintainci) his position; 
but the terrific force of ouj* fire obliged them, after “an obsti- 
nate resistance, to fall back. I then deployed the infantry, 
and directed a general advance, covering the niow>r.ont by 
mp artillery as before. . # 

The village of Burra-kabi^,, the left one of .those of that 
name, in which the enemy had concealed a large body of 
infantry, awl which was apparently the key of their position, 
lay immediately in fche lino, of Major-General Sir Walter 
Gilbert’s advance, and was carried in , the most brilliant stylo 
l>y ‘ a Spirited attack of the 3rd Brigade under Brigadier 
Penny, consisting of the 2nd Europeans, 31st and 70 th ltegi- 
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ments of Native Infantry, which drove the enenfy fjom their 
cover with great slaughter. * * 

A very spirited aiyl si*cc^Ail movement was also made 
abpufc the same time against r heavy body of the enemy’s 
troops, in and about second or Vhota-knbra, by pArt of Bri- 
gadier HciweJ^s Brigade, most gallantly led by Lieutemjnt- 
Color^l Franks of Her Majesty’s 10th Foot. « # 

Tho heavy artillery Continued to advance wijih extra- 
ordinary celerity*, taking up successive forward positions, 
driving # the qjiemy from those they had retired to, whilst the 
rapid advance ami beah^ifui fire of the Jorse artillery and 
light field batteries, wbjoh I strengthened by bringing to the 
front tlietiwe reserved troops of horse artillery under Lieu- 
ton ant-Colonel Brind, Brigadier J?rsoke having the general, 
superintendence of the whole of the horse artillery, broke the # 
ranks of the enemy at all points.^* The whole infantry line 
now rapidly advanced and dfr>vo »tho enemy before it; tlie 
nullah was cleared, several villages stormed, the guns that 
were in position carried,* the camp captured^ and the enemy 
routed in every direction ! The right wing and Brigadier- 
General Campbell’s division passing in pursuit to the east- 
ward — the Bombay column to the westward of the town. 

The retreat of the Sikh army thus hotly pressed, soon 
became a perfect flight, all arms dispersing over the country, 
rapidly pursued by our troops for a distance of twelve miles, 
their traqk stfewed with their wounded, their arms, and mili- 
tary equipments, which they threw* away to conceal that they 
were soldiers. * • 

Throughout the operations thus detailed, t\n cavalry 
brigades on the flanks wifre threatened, and» occasionally 
attacked, by* vast masses of the Enemy’s cavalry, which were, 
in every instance, put to flight by the steady movements and 
spirited manoeuvres of o'ur cavalry, mc^t zealously and judi- 
ciously supported by tho*tr?>op^ of horse artillery attached to 
thenf, from whom the c enemy received, the severest punish- 
ment. 
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On the,leffr, a most successful and gallant charge was made 
upon the A Afghan cavalry 'and a Targ$ body of Goorchurras, 
by the Scinde Horse and a {forty <?f ttye 9th Lancers, when 
some standards were captured. 

The determined front shcfcwn by the 14th Light Dragoons 
and the other cavalry regiments on the right, • b^th regular 
and % r regular, completely overawed the enemy, and con- 
tributed ipuch to the success of the day; the conduct all in 
following up tfye fug^tiws enemy was beyond all praise. 

A competent force/ under the command of AJajor-General 
Sir Walter Gilbert^ resumed the piys'uit towards the Jhelum 
on the following morning, with a \;iew o'f cutting off the 
enemy from the only practicable gun road to*tljQ Jhelum. 
.Another division of infantry, under Brigadier-General Camp- 
bell, advanced on the road to Bimber, scouring the country 
in Ahat« direction to prevent their carrying off tho guns by 
that route, and a body of* cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
^Bradford, successfully pushed on several miles into the hills 
and twenty-four from Goojerat, accompanied* by that most 
energetic political officer, Captain Nicholson, for the same 
purpose, whilst I remained in possession of the field for the 
purpose of supporting these operations, covering tho fords of 
the Chenab, and destroying the vast magazine of ammunition 
left scattered in all .directions. 1 am happy to add^that these 
combinations have been entirely successful, the detached 
parties coming at every step on the wreck of tho dispersed 
and flying foe. * 

Having thus endeavoured to convey to your Lordship the 
particulars of the operations of the battle of “Gffojcirat,” I 
beg now to effer my heartfelt congratulations to your Lord- 
ship, and to the Governmentof India, upon this signal victory 
achieved under tho blessing of Divine Providence by the 
united efforts and indomitable gallantry of the noble army 
under my command; a victony, my Lord, as glorious to the 
army that gained it,, as it k must he satisfactory to yourself 
and the Government of India, from the very important and 
decisive results to be expected from it. 
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It is quite impossible «for me sufficiently to express my 

admiration o^ the glllant *anjl steady conduct of the officers 
and men, as well Nartive*as European, upon this occasion. • 
•The brilliant service they^avc performed in so signally 
defeating so vastly a superior fftree, amongst whom were the 
61ite of tfie old Khalsa army, making a last, unite^ and 
desperate struggle, will speak for itself, and willj I am confi- 
dent, be justly estimated by your Lordship. • 

I cannot too strongly express to year Lordship my deep 
sonse ©f obligation to the general officers and brigadier- 
generals in command eff divisions, who*so ably carried out 
my views and directed, the operations of their troops on this 
day. ‘ * 

I beg to annex for your Lordship^ information the? reports 
I have received from them, and to bring most prominently to 
your Lordship’s notice the brigadiers "commanding foigfljes; 
the commanding officers of regiments and of troops of horsp 
artillery and light ficbj batteries, and the several officers of 
the divisional and brigade staff enumerate in these reports, 
in terms of such just commendation. 

I feel much indebted to Major-General Sir Joseph Thack- 
well, for the able and judicious manner lie manoeuvred the 
cavalry with horse artillery attached, on the left, keeping in 
cheek the immensely superior force of the enemy, whose main 
object was to turn my flanks. I am also greatly indebted to 
this tried amt gallant officer for his vaiuablo assistance and 
untiring exertions throughout the present and previous 
operates as second in cofkinand with his force. 

To Major-General Sir Walter Gilbert, whose sdlviccs upon 
this, as on ,all former occasions, were invaluftble, and ever 
marked by energy, zeal, and devotion ; as well as to Major- 
General Whish, Brigadjer-Generals Campbell and Dundas, 
for their able assistance, I am deeply ildebted. . 

To Brigadier-Gcncral*Tennsint, commanding that splendid i 
arm the artillery, to whose* irresistible power I am mainly 
indebted for the glorious victory of Goojerat, I am indeed 

q2 
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most grateful.' Conspicuous as tlip artillery has ever proved 
itself, never was its superiority' over that of the enemy, its 
irresistible and annihilating jyjwei*, more truthfully shown 
than in this battle. The hcjyvy batteries manoeuvred with 
the celerity of light guns ; aifu the rapid advance, the scien- 
tific* jjnd judicious selection of points of attach,* the effective 
and wcll-dfrected fire of the troops of horse artillery and 
light field batteries, merit my warmest praise ; and I beg 
most earnestly to recorfimcnd their brave and gallant com- 
manders, with the several officers named in Brigadier-General 
Tennant's report, to your LordsliipVmoat favourable notice. 

From Brigadier Cheapo, the chief engineer, and the talented 
officers in that department r as named in the Brigades report, 
I have^eceivetl the mosff valuable assistance in reconnoitring 
the enemy’s position, and on the field of battle. The Sappers 
a.n^«Pioiieers, under that* most able officer, Captain Siddons, 
jlid excellent service, and Were ever in front to overcome any 
obstacle to the advance of the artillery. 

To the officers t of* the general staff of Her Majesty’s service, 
Major Lugard, acting adjutant-general, and Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Gough, quartermaster-general of Her Majesty’s troops in 
India, my best thanks are due; their exertions upon the 
present occasion and throughout the recent operations were 
most valuable, and 1 1)cg to bring them under your Lordship’s 
favourable notice I am equally indebted to Captain Otter, 
acting assistant adjutant-general of Her Majesty’s forces, for 
his valuable services. * 

To the officers of the general staff of the army, Ligjjfenant- 
Colonel Grant, adjufant-general, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gordon, quartermaster-gdneral, wYiose most onerous and very 
important duties have invariably been conducted to my entire 
satisfaction, I am under the greatest obligation. Their valu- 
able assistance iu the* field, and t,hcir indefatigable exertions 
throughout operations of no faditfafy character, deserve my 
warmest thanks and your Lordship’s approbation. 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel flirch, judge-ad vocate-geaeral, I am 
much indebted for hi# assistance upon every occasion. 

To Major Tucker,«deptit^aajutant-general, a most gallant, 
energetic, and valuable officer! to Lieutenant -Colonel Drum- 
mond, deputy quartermaster-general, * whose services have 
been very ^>rafse worthy ; to Major Chester, assistant adjytant- 
gcnesal, and Lieutenant Tytler, assistant quarterfhaster-gene- 
ral ; Lieutenant Johnston, deputy judge-advocate-general ; 
Major G. Thompson, and Lieutenant ? Coloiiel Curtis, assistant 
coni in i ssary general ; Captain C. CainpWl, paymaster to tho 
army, I offer my.Jbe^t tlftmks for their sendees whilst attend- 
ing mo in tho field,, ^nd tho efficient manner they have 
performed tfieir* several duties. # 

Mr. Franklin, inspector-general of Her Majesty's hospital#, 
has been unceasing in his exertions in rendering every aid to 
the sick and w r ounded of the Royal service, and gflvingjtho 
benefit of his long professional experience in such duties ; a# 
has Doctor Renny, superintending surgeon of this army, who 
has been indefatigable* in his professionaf exertions and well- 
organized medical arrangements. 

I feel I cannot too prominently bring to notice the valuable 
exertions of Doctor Mac Rae, field-surgeon, and of the medi- 
cal officers of the army generally; they have been most 
unwearied and praiseworthy. 

To Captain Ramsay, deputy commissary-general, and to 
the officers oi* his department, I am much indebted, and feel 
grateful for their unceasing and 'successful exertions amidst 
all d iniquities to supply tho troops, and thus preserve tho 
efficiency of the army. * • 

The officers of my personal stalff have well merited 'my 
best thanks ami your lordship’s favourable notice. Captain 
Ilaincs, military secretary, who has rendered me most valu- 
able aid; Brevet-Major’ Bates, A.D.C.* Lieutenant A. Bagot, 
A.D.C.; Lieutenant S.'J! Hfre, A.D.C.; Captain Gabbett, 
A.lJ.C. ; Lieutenant (i. Hardingc, AjD.C.; and Lieutenant 
\y. G. Prendergast, my Persian interpreter. 
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I beg ako to acknowledge the valuable ‘assistance I have 
received from the political officers, Major Mackeson, Mr. 
Cocks, Captain Nicholson, and ^ Lieiftenant Robison, both in 
the field and throughout the ^operations. I regret to add 
that Mr. Cocks was seriously bounded during the action in a* 
rencontre with a Sikh horseman. 4 * * 

I would dlso bring to your Lordship’s notice the name of 
Lieutenant Stannus, of the 5tli Light Cavalry; this officer has 
commanded the cavalry Jparty attached to my escort through- 
out the operations to my entire*. satisfaction. He was severely 
wounded on the 21st, when gallantly' changing a party of the 
enemy’s horsemen. / 

Major Anstruther, of tfce Madras Artillery," Rihutcnant 
Mayne, *of the •Madras C&valry, and Captain Showers, of the 
lAth Native Infantry,, attended me in the field. 

I t have* most unwillingly been delayed from sooner for- 
warding this despatch, froift the 'circumstance of having only 
this day received Brigadier- GeneraJ the Honourable H. 
Dundas’ report, auxi^somo of the disunity returns have not 
even yet reached me. As soon as the whole come in, a full 
amended general return shall be transmitted without loss of 
time for your Lordship’s information. 

I have the pleasure to inclose a plan of the battle of 
Goojerat. Also a return of the captured ordnance. 
t I have, &c. 

(Signed) Gough, General, 

* Commander-in-chief in India. 
P.S. — The casualty lists having Arrived, I have the honour 
to inclose 6he return bf killed and wounded, which I am 
sorfy to see ifr so much heavier "than I at first anticipated. 
Several of these were occasioned by accidental explosions of 
the enemy’s tumbrils and magazines after the action. 


G. 
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To Lieutenant-Colwel P*Grartt } C.B., Adjutant-General 

• Sir, — I have the honour to* report, /or the information of 
his ExceJlciyjy the Commander-in-chief, that the Bengal 
Artillery of the army of the Punjaub were allottejJ, as fellows, 
during the action of yesterday: — 

Lieutenant-Colonel CJ. Grant, 

1st troop* 3rd brigade, Captain W. X. Warner. Attached 
to Brigadier LodiwoocTii cavalry brigade, ion the rigjit, 

•JVlajor Garbett. # * • 

4th trt>ep* 1st brigade, Captain # M. Mackenzie. 4th troop, 
3rd brigade, Captain J. .\nderson. »With the»lst di\4sion of 
Infantry, commanded by Major-Gcnerah W. S. Whish, C.B. # 

2nd troop, 2nd brigade, Major.!). Fordyce. Not 17 Ji^ht 
field battery, Captain M. Dawes.* With the 2nd Infantry 
division, commanded by Major-General Sir W. R. Gil- 
bert, K.C.B.* 

Major Mowatt. 

No. 5 light field battery, Major E. Ludlow. No. 10 light 
field battery, Lieutenant Robertson. With the 3rd division 
of Infantry, under Brigadier-General Campbell, C.B. 

4th troop, 2nd brigade, Captain F. Duncan. 1st troop, 
2nd brigade, Captain A. Huish. With Brigadier M. White’s 
cavalry brigade on the left. 

Lieutenant -Colonel Brind. 

2nst troop, 3rd brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel Lano, C.B. 
3rd troop, 2nd brigade, Captain R. K*inleside, composing the 
reserve un<for Brigadier G. Brooke, C.B. * 

Brigadier E. Huthwaite, C.B. 

Major itorsford. , 

Four 18-poundors, t^vq 8-inch howitzers, drawn by ele- 
phants, Majcyr Sir R. Sbakespear. 

Two 18-pounders, two 8-inch howitzers, drawn by ele- 
phants, Captain J. Shakespear. 
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Two 18-pounders, two 8-inch howitzers, Captain E. Masters. 
r Two 18-pougdcrs, two 8-inch* Row itzers, Captain K. Austin, 
who, being, unable frpm his wound to accompany his own, 
bat^pry, No. 10, did duty witfl the heavy guns v , 

These batteries engaged in action by those attached to the 
1st and 2nd divisions, advancing witjiin about 600 yardS, and 
the heavy guns within^SOO or 1000 yard$ of the enemy’s 
artillery, on which th$y opened their fire about 0 o’clock a. m.; 
• shortly after the action coiilnicncedj an opportunity was 
observed of fnfilading one of the eneiny’£ batteries, when the 
reserve artillery under Lieutenant-Colonel ,F. # Br^nd was 
advanced, and ^placed by Brigadier G. Brooke, C.B., so as to 
do so. The batteries of tlie 3rd division engaged as they came 
tip, and those with th'e , cavalry brigades supported their move- 
ments as opportunity offe^ll. Nearly the whole engagement 
being a cannonade, no movement of importance took place 
among the batteries, which maintained their fire until half 
past eleven a.m?, when many of tho enemy’s guns wero 
observed to he dismounted and their line broke, and an 
advance was ordered in pursuit. 

I have the honour to state for tho Conimandcr-iu-chlef’s 
information, my perfect satisfaction with the professional 
exertions of the officers and my high approbation of the steady 
conduct of both officers and men during the day.. 

To Brigadiers Brooke, , C.B., and Huthwaitc, C.T?., in 
general direction of the horse and | fuot artillery respectively 
under my orders, Lieutenant-Colonel C. Grant and E. "Brind, 
Majors R. l?orsford, E. F. .Day, an<J J. L. Mowatt, all of whom 
held commands, as well as all the officers commanding 
troops and batteries above enumerated, I have to acknow- 
ledge by bept thanks for their exertions by which these 
results were obtained?. To* tfie divisional staff,’ Captain J. 
Abercrombie, deputy assistant adjutant-general, and Lieu- 
tenant H. Tombs, deputy assistant quartermaster-general, 
and to Lieutenant II. A. Olplicrts, my aide-de-camp, I am 
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much indebted for their %exert ions, and also to Captain C. 
Hogge, the commissary, afld ^Lieutenant P. Christie, deputy 
commissary of ordnance,* for * their excellent arrangement .of 
their department as well as for their assistance in the field. 

Brigadiers Brooke and Huthtoaite mention their majors of 
brigade, Liciftcnant C. V. Cox and Lieutenant E. itaye 
respectively, as having afforded them ilble assistrflice. I have 
great pleasure finally particularly to bring to his Excellency’s 
notice, the zeal* and attention of Mr^ Deputy Commissary 
Spencer during the day, and beg to recommend that old and 
deserving warrant officet to his kind consideration. • 

(Signed) \ J. Tennant, Brigadier-General, 

• • * * Commyidiug Artillery Division, 

• • Army ef the Junjaub. 

Camp Goojerat, the 22nd February, 1849. • 


To Lieutenant-Colonel P. Grant , C.B., Adjutant-General 
• of the Army. * * 

Head Quarters, Camp Goojerat, 
February 26, 1849. 

Sir, — In reference to general orders of the 21st instant, I 
beg to submit for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Comrnandcr-iii-chief, a report on the conduct of the 
engineer department, during the late operations and the 
engagement of the 21st. 

Major Napier, attended by Lieutenant Greatheat, and 
Majoc '(remenhccre, attdhded by Lieutenant Glover, were 
employed on the 21st, the former with the right, the latter 
with the left column of attack, and were vffry useful from 
their previous examination of the ground, and in particular 
of the position of the nullah on our right flank. 

Captain Western, Lieutenants Gpodwyn,* Cjommeline, 
and Taylor accompanied * me, and to ail those oflzeers, my , 
acknowledgments are due for conveying communications, 
and obtaining information on every point required during 
the day. Q 3 
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I have also the gratification to «report to his Excellency, 
the zealous and able manner in Which ^Oaptain^Cunningham 
and Lieutenant C. Paton performed the duty assigned to 
them, of bringing up the fleet 01 boats ordered by his Excel- 
lency from kamnugger, and placing them so as^ to enable the 
' portiqg of the army on the other side of the \jlidbab to co- 
operate and to come up: the former officer arrived befone the 
* close of the action, and joined Brigadier-General Campbell's 
division. • 

. The other officers of engineers were detached with the 
different divisions 6f tho army, and no mention of these 
, officers is needed from me, as whatever service they may 
have had an opportunity ctf rendering will to rnoVd appro- 
priately ‘reported to his Excellency, < or acknowledged by the 
general officers commanding each division. 

Qfptaifi Siddons, commanding the Sappers and Pioneers, 
attached to the heavy guns, with a portion of his corps, 
tho remainder being detached by companies to the different 
divisions. Such i^uty as was required from them, I need 
hardly say was effectively performed ; and 1 trust it may not 
be considered by his Lordship out of place, my mentioning 
bere the gallant behaviour and unwearied exertion displayed 
by these men throughout the present service. 1 allude, in 
particular, to the siege operations at Mooltan, and the conduct 
of that portion of *fhe corps who were employed there. 

Prior to the engagement on the 21st instant, the officers 
of engineers were employed* in collecting information and in 
surveying and reconnoitering y abd it is due to # Captain 
Longdcn, of H.M.'s 10th regiment, who is attached to the 
engineer department, as surveyor Und field engineer, to state 
the very able assistance be has rendered in all these duties 
during the whole operations, since I have joined the army. 

I beg t<v&d<i, that lam much indebted to Lieutenant J. H. 
Maxwell, for the very zealous* performance of his duties on 
all occasions, as major of brigade of engineers \ "and to Lieu- 
tenant J. E. Cracroft, brigade quartermaster, my acknow- 
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ledgments are also due* And I hope I may be permitted 
to recommend to hi£ Exce/leqcy f s favour Lieutenant Hutchin- 
son, of engineers, a vdry promising young officer, who Jias 
been lately acting as my Ajde- de-camp, and who was very 
severely wounded on the 2 1st instant/ . * 

* ** I have, &c. ^ 

(Signed) J. Cheapb, Bfigadier, 

Chief Engineer, Army ef Punjaub. * 

From Major-Gmuxrai *Sir J. Thachweir, K.C.B., \ and KM,, 
commanding Cavalry Division , • to Lieutenant-Colonel # 
Grant, C.B., Adjutant-Geneml of the Army . 

• • • • . • 

Head-Quarters, dated Camp Gbojerat, 

. Fob: 25, 1849. , # * 

Sir, — I have the honour *to report, for tho information of 
his Excellency the Right Honourable the Cominander-^n- 
chief, the toperationf of the division of cavalry under my 
command, in the battle fought on the 2?st instant, near the 
town of Goojerat. 

The left column of cavalry, under the command of Brigadier 
White, C.B., consisting of the troops named in the margin,* 
was assembled in column of troops at half distance, right in 
front at deploying interval, on the left of the Bombay column 
of infantry,* at seven o’clock in the morning. 

Tho right column, composed of troops named in the margin, f 

■ * Left Column. 1st Brigsyle of Cavalry. 

Brigadier White, C.B., eopimandin^. H.M.’s 3rd firagoons, Major 
Yerbury; H.M.’s 9th Luncers, Lie u tenant- Colonel t*ullerton; 8th Light 
Cavalry, Major Mackenzie; Scincle Horse, Captain Malcolm; Captain 
Duncan’s 'groop Horse Artillery ; Captain Huish’s Troop Horse Artillery. 

f Right Cq}ugui. .2nd Brigade of Cavalry.* 
brigadier Lockwood,, C.B., commanding. H.M.’s 14th Light Dra«* 
goons, Lieutenant-Colonel King; 1st Light Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bradford; 2 Risallahs 11th Irregular Cavalry, Captain Masters; 2 Rifl- 
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under the oommand of Brigadiers IJearsey, and ‘Lockwood, 
C.B., were formed in column left irf front ^it the same hour. 

The 3rd division of infantry and tBe Bombay brigade, all 
on the left of tfie nullah, leading towards Goojerat, being 
under my immediate superintendence, I remained on the left 
'flank q|“ the army; and I make no doubt Brigadi'er-Gcncrals 
Dundas and Campbell have made you fully acquainted with 
Ihe operations of the troop under their command. 

On approaching the. village of Nurra walla, just without 
Hie range of the enemy’s batteries, the infantry deployed into 
line, and Brigadier ^liite formed his 6ava]ry,in front of that 

# village with itb left back, and parallel tq*a gentle rising of the 
ground, on which was posted^the enemy’s right*, cdnd&iing of 
a large b^dy of Affghans and Goorchurra liorse. From this 
position a fire of round shot was opened, and the enemy’s 
cavalry extended to the i*igh% so as to threaten to torn our 
left flank. To oppose the enemy’s guns, I ordered Captain 
Duncan to move his troop of horse artillery to the front, which 
lie did in good style, *and opened his fi«j within oOO or 600 
yards. This movement was followed by tho advance of 
Captain finish’s troop; anl both did considerable execution 
upon the enemy, but did not prevent the attempt of tho 
Affghans to outflank qur left. The Sciudo Ilorse were on the 
left of my line; and I ordered them to advance with a squadron 
of the 9th Lancers, '.under Captain Campbell, a part of tho 
former to be in reserve, and supported by a squadron .of the 
9th Lancers under Major Grant, C.B., in echelon on the right. 
These troops made a most brilliant charge upon the enpmy, at 
the same tinftj I advanced the guns and cavalry towards the 
enemy’s line. The fire of the guns koon put the Goorchurras 

allahs 14th Irregular Cavalry, Lieutenant Rob arts; Captain Warner's 
Troop Horse Artilrlery. „ * 

, * 4th Brigade 'Cavalry- 

* Brigadier Hearsey, commanding. 3rd Irregular Cavalry, Mqjor 
Tait, C.B.; 9th Irregular tiavalry, Major Christie. The 5th and 6th 
Light Cavalry were left in Jhe rear to protect the baggage. 
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in retreat, and ‘the glorious charge of the troop* on the left 
caused their whole fdree to*seqk safety in retreat by the Burra- 
durree. A gun was captured during these proceedings; dbut 
as w« were then considerably in advance of the left of the 
iufantry — although Captain Bun can was enatyecl to enfilade 
a batter^ opposed to them — and ignorant of the fojpce the* 
enemy might have between the Burradurree aifd the town, a 
space covered with trees, it became necessary to proceed with* 
caution ; yet f soon was enabled *to» open a fire upon the 
enemy, both on the right # and» left of thq former place, whiclk 
caused them considerable loss, and hastened their retreat. 

I may here observ% that all the enemy f s fents were left , 
standing near the Burradurree, .and on tho Sikh right of the 
town, with probably mu*h baggage? in them, ifll of wjiich w<5re 
probably plundered by the camp-followers. • 

The enemy being now in fuif ro'tieat, I moved Bri&pdier 
White's brigade well to the left front, and soon forced the 
enemy from the Jhelnm road, and eventually from that of 
Beembur, also cutting off large bodies "ofc the enemy, much 
baggage and many guns, which were secured by this brigade, 
as well as the troops of the 2nd and 4th brigades, which had 
been ordered to join in tho pursuit. At twenty minutes past 
four p.m., none of the enemy being in sight, and being, as was 
said by tho villagers, nine or ten miles from Goojorat, I dis- 
continued the pursuit, and returned to camp at this place. In 
this pursuit Captains Duncan and Huish’s troops of artillery, 
latterly joined by Major Leeson and Major Blood’s troop of 
the sanic arm, brought tlieir guns to bear upon tho enemy 
with good effect on several occasions, and their* advance was 
as rapid as tho intersected nature of the ground (by nullahs) 
would admit, and the 9th lancers and 8th Light Cavalry 
made gallant attempt to close with the enemy’s cavalry, 
which, however, were frustrated by the rapid retreat of the 
latter, yet a great numfier of, the enemy were slain by this • 
brigado in Ihe pursuit. I witnessed* the activity of Captain 
Unctt, and part of his squadron of the 3rd Light Dragoons, 
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and Brigadier White mentions that the whole of that regiment 
was actively engaged in this work of retribution. 

Being an eye-witness to all .the movements of the 1st 
Brigade, I ljave great satisfaction in stating that Brigadier 
Whi^e conducted them very mflch to my satisfaction. I am 
‘also w?ll satisfied with the manner in which Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fullerton, Majors Yerbury.and Mackenzie, com- 
manded th£ir respective regiments, and in which Major 
Grant supported the charge of cavalry on the left. The 
•charge of the Scind.fi Horse reflects tjie highest* credit on 
Captain Malcolm, arid I have great pleasure- in having wit- 

* ncssed the gallant bearing of all the officers and men of this 
brigade during the operations of the day ; and 1 feel suro 
that their only regret was '’that the enemy’s cavalry so often 
declined the attack. 

Tff. w Captains Duncan and* Huish and Majors Leeson and 
Blood, I am much indebted for the manner in which they 
brought their guns into action whenever an opportunity 
occurred, and the steadiness and good cdhduct of both officers 
and men were very conspicuous. 

I have now the pleasing duty to state, that I have received 
every assistance and support from my deputy assistant adju- 
tant-general, Captairu Pratt, on the present occasion, as well 
as during the campaign. To my deputy assistant quarter- 
master-general, Lieutenant Tucker, 1 am greatly indebted 
for his zeal, activity, intelligence, and successful endeavours 
to procure intelligence of the movements of tho enemy during 
the operations ; he as well as iny aiile-de-camp, Lieutenant 
Thackwell, Lieutenant doling, of the Engineers, Lieutenant 
Carter, of the Pumecrs, and Cornet Beatson, of the 6th Light 
Cavalry, accompanied me during the battle, and afforded me 
essential service in carrying my orders on various occasions 
during the operations oV the day. 

1 Brigadier White states how greatly jie was satisfied with 
the conduct of his brigade-major, Captain Cautley, and the 
whole of the officers and men of his brigade. 
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As the operations of the 2nd and 4th brigade of cavalry 
did not come und«r my •observations, except towards the 
latter end olf the pursuit, J # have the honour to forward Briga- 
dier Lockwood’s report, and^ it would appear therefrom that ' 
he conducted his brigade judiciously ; and I am gratified to 
learn tluft fetfth officers and men behaved greatly to hjp satis.' 
faction, and that the 14th Light Dragoons find 1st Light 
Cavalry conducted themselves gallantly, and evinced ever/ 
anxiety to clo£b with the enemy.* i am happy to observe 
that the brigadier has mentioned witfi ^reat approbation tb^ 
conduct of LiejtfepanfrColoncls Bradfoil and King, in com- 
mand of their regiments; and I canjiot avoid? here stating, 
for thcdflfdhnation of his Lordship, that I observed with much 
satisfaction the zeal and judgment evinced Hby botji officers, 
when in command of considerable bodies of cavalry detached 
from tfie camp at Chill ianwallaK bn Important duties. 

I regret that I have not yet received any report frpm 
Brigadier Hearsey, or return of casualties from his brigade, 
or the Scinde Horse: these will be Awarded when they 
arrive. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Thackwell, 
Major-General Commanding Cavalry Division. 

To the Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General. 

. Cavalry Division, Arihy of the Punjaub. 

. C&mp Goojerat, February 22, 1849. 

Sir, — I liav.o the honour to report, for the information of 
Major-General Sir Joseph*Thackwell, commanding the cavalry 
division, that, on the mornrng of the 21st, 1 formed my 
brigade, as directed by his Excellency the Commander-in- 
chief, on the right rear of the 1st Division of Ififantry, and 
parallel to Brigadier ifla^kham’s reserve; advancing in this* 
order until the enemy opened their fire. 

I then deployed the brigade in the following manner ;r-In 
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the first line^ five troops Her Majesty^ 14th Light Dragoons, 
two squadrons 1st Light Cavalry with ithe 1st Troop, 3rd 
Brigade Horse Artillery on the l^ft, ' escorted by a troop of 
the 14th and a Kisallah 1 1th Irregular Cavalry. In support, 
the remainder of the 1 lxli Irregular Cavalry, and in reserve, 
one squadron 14th and one squadron 1st Light Cavalry. 

In the commencement of the action I directed Captain 
Warner to open his fire upon a large body of the enemy near 
a village in our front,; but as they returned a heavy fire 
^within accurate range f changed position left bao\, an,d the 
horse artillery ceased -firing. » , 

The enemy’s horsemen now appeared in great force upon 
our right, threatening to tqpi our flank, so I' changed front 
to r the r?ght, directing tlte reserve ,to retain its front, and 
communicate with the m fan try. 

Can tain* Warner’s guns opened with great effect upon the 
hoysemen, and turned theni, but they only retired a short 
distance, and then a regiment of their regular cavalry moved 
round by a circuitous 1 route, and got completely into our rear. 
I immediately detached towards them three guns with a 
squadron of the 14th, who, in conjunction with Major 
Christie’s corps of irregular cavalry, drove them off. 

About this time a Jar gc gol of horse came on towards me, 
and I prepared to charge, hut as they turned at once from 
tho fire of the guno, and as there was a nullah in our front, 
I refrained from advancing after them. The reserve also 
now advauced in support of Colonel Hervey’s brigade of 
infantry. 

I then received orders from the Commander-in-chief to 
bring on tho brigade, wliicll I did, and followed in pursuit ©f 
the enemy, until I found myseli* parallel to the cavalry under 
the Major-General, when I placed myself in communication 
with him. « f * 

In the" pursuit, the 14th Dragoons' and 1st Light Cavalry 
cut down or shot a considerable number of the Sikh infantry, 
both regular and irregular, and Corporal William Pain, of 
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the 14th Di&goons, captured a red silk standard* killing, in 
single combat, the horseman vho bore it. 

I beg to state to the raajtor-general, that I Jiad the greatest 
, &tisfaction in witnessing the steadiness of the tnjops compos- 
the brigade^ jn performing se^ral manoeuvres under a h^avy 
fire of artillery. 

best thanks are due to Captain Warner, horse artillery, 
for the able and efficient manner in which he employed his* 
guns; also to Lieuteriant-Coloiiel Bradford, commanding the 
1st Light *Cavalry; JLiejiteimnt-Colonc^ King, 14th Light. 
Dragoons; Capfciin JVfasters, 11th Irregular Cavalry; and 
Lieutenant RoJjarts, l*4th Irregular Cavalry ; an!l Lieutenant- # 
Colonel t)ohcrty, who commanded the reserve. 

I am also under the "greatest <fbligations*to myjbrigadb- 
major, .Captain Yule, 9tli Lancers, for the essential assist- 
ance he rendered me, not onjy during the action, but dicing 
the period I have commanded the 2nd brigade. # 

(Signed) C. H. Lockwood, 

• Commanding 2nd Cavalry Brigade. 

To Captain Pratt, Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry 
Division . 

Camp near Koree, February 23, 1849. 

Sir,-— I have the honour to report to Sir Joseph Thackwell, 
K.C.B., and K.H., commanding* the cavalry division of the 
army o£ the Punjaub, foi* the information of his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Commander-in-chief, tfiat agrccaMe 
to instructions received irom Cap*tain Pratt,* assistant adju- 
tant-general, cavalry division, I joined at about half-past 
eight on the morning of the 21st instant, the brigade ' of 
cavalry on • the right, under Brigadif r Lockwood, with the 
3rd and 9th Irregular CaValry^ and as senior cavafry officer • 
in the field dn that Hank, I assumed command of the whole of 
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that arm ah detailed in the mar^irfj* and a troop of horse 
artillery under Captain Warner* Soon after, the, action com- 
menced by a cannonade, and hejvjr bodied of horse, amongst 
them apparently a regular regiment, showed in our front*. 
The .cavalry under my command advanced towards them, 
* and thq troop^of horse artillery was sent to the front with its 
supports (a squadron of Her Majesty’? J 4th Dragoons afid a 
squadron of irregular horse), and opened a vjell-directed fire 
of round shot and shtjapnell, which made the enemy fall 
•back to a respectable distance. On .this, very 1 numerous 
bodies of "horse ,wenl off to our right, apparently with the 
« intention of turning that flank. I manoeuvred tp tljp right 
with the irregular brigade und kept them in check. About 
this time I received orders from Ms Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-chief not to' separate the left of the cavalry, too far 
from. "the column of infant^ advancing in that direction. I 
was therefore necessitated to close to the left, which I did 
with Brigadier Lockwood’s brigado. At the sq.me time as 
they again pressed on my right, I ordered three guns to 
support it, the fire from which made the enemy again draw 
off. I now observed it was their determination to turn the 
right, and as I had been joined by Colonel Doherty with two 
squadrons, I placed * him to fill the gap on my left, and 
ordered Brigadier Lockwood’s brigade and three guns to 
join the irregular! on that flank. This checked the enemy, 
but a very large body now advanced on the space' on our 

.Brigadier Lockwood's Briga'dc: — 

H.M's 14tb Dragoons. 

Vt Light Cavalry. t 

Captain Warner's Tj*oop Horse Artillery. . 

Captain Fordyce’s, at the end of the action. 

Irregular Brigade. 

*3rd Irregular Cavalry. 

9th Irregular Cavalry. 1 ‘ 

11th Irregular CaValry. 1 « 

13th Irregular Cavalry, 1st squadron. 
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left, $ immediately opposed it with the irregular brigade and 
Brigadier Lockwoods wifla a half-battery, and the enemy 
was again foiled, bat thby perceiving I had only the artillery 
supports and a rissalah of horse under tLe command of 
* Lieutenant Robarts on my extreme ri At, made alast effort to 
turn it. • * 

Tfais was promptly met by the 3rd and 9lh Irregulars 
being sent in that direction, the 9th advancing to* meet them* 
with the half-Bhttery ; thus foiled, *tlisy returned to our left, 
Major* Christie following theyr movement. This was their, 
last attempt, a tv><p of* horse artillery with supports of one 
squadron of 9th Irregulars, commanded by ‘Lieutenant and 
Adjutalifr Tytfer, pushed to the, front and got under the fire 
of their artillery, when several nidi and lionfes sufficed from 
round shot. It was now apparent frqm the distance of the 
sound of our guns, that the cnciujr wfcrc in retreat And Major 
Mackeson informed me it wa*s his Excellency the Commander- 
in-chief ’s wish, that all the cavalry should pursue |and prevent 
the enemy carrying »ff their guns ; I hnjnediately directed 
Brigadier Lockwood’s brigade to take a sweep to the right 
and pushed on myself with the 3rd Irregulars and Lieutenant 
Robarts’ rissalah with Captain Warner’s troop of horse artil- 
lery, the 9th Irregulars and 1 1 tli under Captain Masters, fol- 
lowing as soon as they could get clear of a deep and quaggy 
nullah, and we perceived the enemy in fyll retreat, after a 
canter of four miles. The artillery opened upon the masses 
of men, whilst the cavalry advanced on the flank and overtook 
them near the village of* Runnewall, where a great many of 
the Bunnoo troops were sabred and shot. In •this manner 
the pursuit continued uDtif a deep hullab prevented the Horse 
artillery getting on without delay. Here I left them with 
two squadrons and pushed on again, overtaking another body 
and punishing them, f detached Captain Biddklph with half 
a rissalah to ascertain flier cauke of a heavy cloud of dust to 4 
our* left. He reported it was Sir Ji Tback well’s division, 
and I soon after beard his battery of horse artillery open. 
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Both divisions *of cavalry wore now* closing ‘on *the eijerny, 
and Captain Biddulph was so ( foi?tunatd as to capture five 
guns, and Major Christie another, fhat*liad been left in a 
nullah by the retreating foe. * (Major Christie informs me 
that^this gui\ would have be€n left behind if he had not 
' made groat exertions in having it brought into* csfinp. He 
disclaims the* capture of it. — J. B. H.) The pursuit «con- 
'tinued to the village of Sainthul, wlen I met and reported 
to Sir J. Thackwell, aid Yroni whence we returned to camp. 
•The distance the cavalry under my command went over in 
pursuit was fifteen miles. We did hot get. to tho camp of 
r the irregular!, hear the Baradurrec tff Goojerat, until ten 
o’clock at night, and had tjjus been fifteen hours bn hoTse- 
bfick, *, * • « 

rl havfc every reason to be pleased with the conduct of all 
the pfficefs under my command. Some difference arose as to 
carrying my orders into effect by Brigadier Lockwood, in 
consequence of his receiving directions from supreme autho- 
rity, of which I w*\s'not at the time aware, but'l found him 
most zealous and desirous of having an opportunity to charge 
the enemy at the head of Her Majesty’s 14th Dragoons. 
The conduct of that regiment throughout the day was most 
exemplary and steady, and 1 have not the least doubt, had 
an opportunity occurred, it would have been most eagerly 
seized, to the utt«r destruction of any body opposed to it. 
Brigadier Lockwood’s report will bear testimony to the energy 
of tho officers commanding regiments t in his brigade, as I do 
most assuredly of those officers Commanding and in the 
regiments of irregular cavalry. My thanks are due to Major 
Tail, C.B., commanding 3rd Irregulars, Major Christie, com- 
manding 9th Irregulars, Captain Masters, commanding 11th 
Irregulars, and Lieutenant Kobarts, commanding a rissalah of 
the 14th Irregulars. ^Fhe conduct of the horse artillery was 
beyond *kll praise, and I feel muefi indebted to Captain 
Warner, his officers and men, for the able mariner in wtich 
that noble arm was employed. 
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Lfeel myself much indebted also to Lieutenant Neville 
Chamberlain, Brigade-Mafor 4rti Brigade Irregular Cavalry, 
for his assistance in the Jiefd during the forenoon, wliicji I 
cannot too much appreciate, and for the example he set. in 
several hand-to-hand affairs Vvith a furious and* exasperated 
enemy darlf^ the pursuit. Lieutenant Crawford Chamber- • 
lain second in command 9th Irregular Horse, Although still 
suffering from his wound, was present with tho legiment the* 
whole day, tliu? showing his usual cfticjgy. 

Lieji tenant and Adjutant Tytlcr* 9th Irregulars, also, 
brought to my.^iqj:ice»tl!e steadiness of a squadron of that 
regiment when under severe artillery fire’ Ify which one , 
sowar tote fcill&d and several mcij and horses wounded. 

I shall forward a list flf casual tii« as soon « r A I can*get thtfm 
from the different officers in command of regiments and 
parties* but from the constant planning we have* had*£inco 
the battle of Goojerat, and the Element weather we are nqw 
enduring, I have not as yet been able to get them. 

* > I liave/fyo. 

(Signed) J. B. IIearsey, 

Brigadier 4th Brigade, 

Commanding Cavalry on the l^gglit Flank of the Army. 

P.S. — 1 have just got the return of casualties of the 3rd 
and 9th Irregular Cavalry, which I have the honour to 
inclose. m 


To the Atljutant-Genbal of the Army . 

1 Head-quarters, Canrp Goojerat, 
February 22, *1849. 

Sir, — I have the honour to report, for the* information of 
tho Right honourable tho Commander-in-chief, that the 1st 
infantry division, with horse artillery attached (as detailed 

per margin.* from right to left), mashed at about half-past 
• • • • 

* # 4th Troop 1st Brigade Horse Autillrry. — -Captain McKenzie. 

1st Infantry ’Brigade.— 52nd Native Infantry; H.M.'s 10th Foot; 8th 
Native Infantry. 
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seven a.m. yesterday, the 1st brigade commanded £y Brigadier 
Harvey, in quarter distance cplumn of regiments, right in 
front, at deploying distance, witii £ tre-op of native horse 
artillery on pithcr flank, drawn # up in corresponding order. - 
Tfoe 2nd brigade in reserve, commanded by Brigadier 
' Markham, and three to four hundred yards in reAr, proceeded 
in contiguous quarter distance columns. r 

After advancing about two miles or more, the enemy opened 
their fire, and after the army had made some further progress, 
•both brigades, agrcqably to his Lordship’s orders«(and* taken 
up from the left), deployed, the hor*se airtWery conforming 
thereto. Immediately* afterwards thQ* troops of horse artil- 
lery and skirmishers (of tlicv 1st brigade) were* orcieTeft to the 
front, tlio latter at 300 # yards distance. I then requested 
Brigadier Markham to take ground on the left, that tho 
internal made by the advance # of Captain Anderson's four 
gvns might be covered by tlie 72nd Native Infantry. Both 
troops began a spirited cannonade and continued it for about 
three hours, at the* rate of forty rouitfis per gun per hour, 
until tho enemy’s guns in our front (like those, I believe, in 
front of every part of the line through a similar treatment) 
were silenced. ft 

During the cannonade, on first receiving an order for the 
further advance of both troops, I learnt from Major Garbett 
who was in commnnd of them, that the guns in our left front 
had had so many horses killed and disabled, that they must 
await the arrival of others* from tlm rear, which 1 observed 
were making # quick progress to theft* troop; and whicji shortly 
afterwards, i regret to say, lost its gallant cqptain, who w r as 
mortally wouncied by a cannon-hall. The duties continued, 
however, to be efficiently prosecuted under the superintend- 

4th Troop, 3rtl Brigade Jlorse Artillery. — Captain J. Anderson (except 
two gunsat Wuzeerabad). ’ • « * 

3rd Company of Pioneers. — Lieutenant McMullin. In reserve. « 

2nd Infantry Brigade. — 51st Native Infantry; H.M/s 32nd Foot; 
72nd Native Infantry. 
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ence of Lieutenants Francis and Mecham, ttf the former of 
whom the commandjimmediately devolved. 

After thb, both troops belli g well advanced to the front, 
and the enemy mating one or two threatebing demonstra- < 
tions, I thought it right to rn^ke a requisition in* the cavalry 
for a small* detachment for their protection, which ’was • 
promptly complied with by Brigadier Lockwood. * 

Oh the advance of ths line being directed, the rjght brigade* 
found the enemy’s infantry in great* force in its front, lyith a 
strong body of cavalry on their left, tfhich rendered it ueces-^ 
sary for Brigadier H&sveJy to make a stfort flank jnovement 
to the right, ami tfiroyv back the 52nd Native Infantry, in # 
order 4^ counteract any attack the euemy might have in 
contemplation. * t • • • 

As this unavoidably caused a great gap in the line,* I 
thought it advisable to direct Brigadier Markham fit once to 
occupy it by his brigade, which *was accordingly done, and 
the arrangement immediately reported to his Excellency. 
The enemy* were otherwise preparing t«o take advantage of 
this opening, but on seeing the 2nd Brigade advancing to it, 
halted and gave a few rounds of grapo and matchlock fire, 
which was returned with full effect by file firing from the 
right divisions and Lieutenant Francis’s guns, which latter 
were being replenished with ammunition, and for the moment 
in rear of tlio infantry. Lieutenant Need, aide-de-camp, on 
noticing the enemy’s cavalry and infantry immediately in 
front of the 2nd Brigade, had* made known the same to 
Lieutenants Francis abd, Mecham, who, on lgs suggestion, 
instantly galloped to the front through an internal made for 
the purpose by Her Majesty’s 32nd Regimout, and w?fck a 
few rounds of grape, co-opcvated with the infantry (who 
were advancing to charge) in sending back the enemy in great 
confusion. * # * 

In the flank movement Jby the 1st Brigade, already adverted , 
to, and whicji, under* a heavy lire frojn the enemy, of round, 
grape, and matchlock, witli the reformation to line (on disco* 
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vering that # tlie* enemy did not make,, the anticipated attack) 
was effected in the most steady and orderly manner. Captain 
Mackenzie, by his able and judicious cooperation, made his 
troop particularly useful, and on the enemy’s declining 
receive the 'charge of Her Majesty’s 10th and the 8th and 
■ 52nJ Native Infantry, poured in such a confttfa^d fire of 
shrapnoll and* round upon their retiring masses, as, with what 
'had occurred from the 2nd brigade,* effectually to prevent 
any further threat or , molestation to the division under my 
^command, and as far hs I coqltl observe, every jpart of the 
line lmd been equally successful in 'donating the purposes of 
the enemy, w*ho| long j>efore noon, must have discovered that 
the entire loss of their guns, ammunition, camp equif^gc, and 
clttle, wjis inevitable. «. m 

„On reaching GoojeraJ, the 2nd brigade, agreeably to his Lord- 
ship^ orders, commenced collecting the enemy’s abandoned 
guns, nineteen of which wCre soYit in by them forthwith, and 
occupied the town with the following details, under Major 
Case, Her Majesty’s* 32nd Regiment (jvbich was* afterwards 
reinforced by the 3(>tli Regiment Native Infantry). 

Two Companies II. M.’s 32rid Regiment under Captain 
Pigott. • 

Two Companies 51st Regiment Native Infantry, under 
Lieutenant Wallace. 

Possession of t^o eight gates was first taken, and then of 
the fort, where about eighty of the enemy laid down their 
arms, and were made over as prisoners to the 36th Regiment 
Native Infantry, with other small* parties found in different 
parts of the town, that with few exceptions, made ho resist- 
ance. The abfove four edmpanie^ 1 captured a gun, standard, 
and some horses, with the lostfof one man killed 'of Her Ma- 
jesty’s 32nd, and an officer of the same corps wounded, Lieu- 
tenant Jeffry. 1 The lf.t brigade, on halting here, detached a 
subdivision of Her Majesty’s 10 th ‘Regiment and the Grena- 
dier Company of 52nd Native Infan tiy, to expel a party of 
200 of the enemy in occupation of the temple and garden, in 
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rear of which the 8th Regiment Native Infantry*is now en- 
camped, which was effected wjth* trifling loss on our side, but 
the enemy had 30 oi 40*kiUed and wounded, and a great num- 
ber taken prisoners. m 

It is particularly satisfactory to me to bring to the favour- 
able notic* the Right Honourable the Commander-ip-chief 
the qpnduct of the division under my command during the 
services of yesterday, performed under his Lordship’s immedi- 
ate orders and direction, and consisting of in fact, the Horse 
Artillery and Infantry of^the (Bengal) Mooltan Field Force, 
with the exception ai tfle 49th Regiment* Native Infantry on 
detached duty. Brigadiers Hcrvey and Markham conducted 
their bnjftdes, "under the various circumstances of the day 
(some of which I have briefly specified), in *a manner that 
merits the strongest commendation, and -they were, as hereto* 
fore, admirably supported by the officer^ in command of Regi- 
ments, viz.: • 

Lieutenant-Colonel Franks, C. B., H. M.’s 10th Regiment; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brftoke, H. M.’s 32nd* Begiment. 

Major FarquhaTSon, 8th Regiment Native Infantry, and, on 
his being severely wounded, Brevet Major Williams. 

Brevet Major Griffin, 51st Regiment Native Infantry; Cap- 
tain Jamieson, 52nd ditto ; Captain Lloyd, 72nd ditto. 

I -cordially unite with both Brigadiers, in the expression of 
thanks to the above officers, for the intellig*nce and zeal with 
which they carried out their orders, and to all the officers and 
men under their command, for the # steadiness and prompt obe- 
dience so .uniformly evinced throughout the division. 

Brigadier Hei;vcy acknowledges the services'of Bis Brigade- 
Major Captain Wiggins, in Ligh terms of commendation ; and 
the active assistance he received throughout the day from 
Lieutenant B. Reid (34th Regiment Native Infantry), inter- 
preter to Her Majesty’s 10th Regime® t; as does .Brigadier 
Markham those of his firfgade- Major Captain Balfoifr, Her 
Majesty’s 32nd Regiment (who has happily recovered from the 
wound he received in the action of the 12th September last), 
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and of Ensign Fraser, 23rd Regimen!;, appointed acting inters 
preter of 49th Regiment Native Infantfry, who is awaiting 
the arrival of his regiment from Moolfan, ancfwho gladly 
made his services useful to the Brigadier. 

To Major , Garbett, commanding the Horse Artillery at- 
tached, to my division, my best acknowledgment are due, for 
his unremitting attention to both troops under his command, 
and particularly in matters the officers commanding them 
were? not so able of themselves to give directions about. He 
^mentions in the highest term3 (as does Brigadier Hervoy) 
Captain Mackenzie and his troop, ail'd nctioes that, after the 
lamented death of Captain J. Anderso'n, the four guns of his 
troop were well commanded by Lieutenant Frantils; and I 
heartily concur in the testimony ho bears to, the admirable 
Conduct of the officers and men of both troops, who worked 
their guns with a rapidity and precision that would have been 
impracticable except from their uniform coolness and steadi- 
ness under a heavy fire from the enemy at both positions, first 
at 1000 yards, a*.d secondly at 500 yards. Major Garbett 
also notices in most favourable terms, the able assistance ren- 
dered him by Lieutenant l)e Tessier, Acting Adjutant, 1st 
Brigade Horso Artillery. 

Lieutenant McMijllin and his company of pioneers deserve 
much credit, having continued with the 4th Troop, 1st Bri- 
gade Horse Artillery, and rendered useful service whenever 
called upon. 

Having but recently hacl my attention drawn to the cir- 
cumstances I am about to mentioh, 1 think, injustice to the 
gallant officer affected by them, I may be permitted so to do 
though they refer to anterior conflicts with the enemy. On 
the 12th September last, after Lieutenant Colonel )?attoun was 
mortally wounded, the command of the six companies, Her 
Majesty s, 32nd Regiment, devolved on Major. Inglis, and 
througn the exertions of the gallant troops employed, the 
enemy’s strong position was carried : and a sinfilar result oc- 
curred on the 7th of November last, when, from Lieutenant 
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Colonel Brooke haying ftie # command of e of the two co- 
lumns of attack, that*of Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment again 
devolved on Major Ihglis, whose conduct in that important 
Jrflst was highly satisfactory to the brigadier commanding, 
and I have accordingly great satisfaction in soliciting the fa- 
vourable notice of his Excellency to the same. g • 
Major Napier (attended by Lieutenant Greathead), of En- 
gineers, who was f attached for the daj to the two divisions on 
the right, aided me much by occasionally reconnoitring posi- 
tions wb wefo approaching; ai!d in giving me the advantage 
of his rcconnoissaftflccf of tlie preceding day. Captain *G 1 asf urd 
and Iiic]jtciiant, J. B. Smith, of Engineers, having been di- 
rected to join me, were extremely tiseful during the dgy ; and 
I feel much indebted to berth; as also to Captain Clieape (5 1st 
Native Ipfantry), lato treasurer to the Mooltan Field Force* 
who attended me throughout* and # for wliom it was not diffi- 
cult to find frequent and active employment. • 

Major Becker, assistant quartermaster-general, and Cap- 
tain Wliish, deputy assistant adjutant-general of the divi- 
sion, as also my aides-de-camp, Captain J. C. Kennedy, Her 
Majesty’s 18th Foot, and Lieutenant A. Need, Her Majesty’s 
14th Light Dragoons, afforded me every assistance, and are 
entitled to my best thanks for their attention and zeal. The 
horse of the deputy assistant adjutant-general, from which 
lie had just dismounted, having on the commencement of our 
cannonade been severely wounded by a cannon-shot, it was 
some time before another could join from the rear, and inter- 
mediately «a camel served him as a tolerable substitute. 

1 beg respectfully, in conclusion, to offer to the bight Hon- 
ourable the .Commandor-in-chief, my hearty congratulations 
on the complcto success of his Lordship’s arrangements for the 
day, and on an issue, which, under Divine Providence, has 
been permitted to be mosf triumphant. ? • 

I have, Ac. t % 

‘(Signed) W. S. Wnisif, Major-General, 
Commanding 1st Infantry Division, Army of the Punjaub. 

it 2 
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To Lieuteftant-Colonel P. Grant h G.B., Adjutant-General of 
the Army . * 

, Camp Nowrungahfcd, Feb. 24, 1849. 

• Sir,— I have to apologize for the delay which has taken 
place in complying with general orders of the 21st instant, 
directing reports of the proceedings of the troopf employed 
, against the enemy to be forwarded lpr the information «of his 
Excellency tlio Right Honourable the Commander-in-chief; 
but 'having been, as J r ou are aware, constantly on tho move 
* since thc^morning jtfter the action pear Goojerat, *n pursuit of 
the fugitive t Sikli army, I have not had kn opportunity of 
doing so. c r ‘ * . v 

* I haye now^to report, for the information of hisHiordship, 
the 2nd infantry division, consisting of the troops mentioned 
in the margin,* advahqed from Shadawalla on the morning of 
the'' 21st instant, in line pf quarter distance columns, at de- 
ploying distance, leaving a battery of heavy guns under Ma- 
jor Horsford, of artillery, between the two brigades, No. IT 
light field battery under command of Captain Dawes, and, 
Brevet Major Fordyce’s troop of horse artillery, between the 
right regiments of the left and right brigades respectively. 

Having received orders to push forward my light troops, to 
force tho enemy to ''show their position, I immediately ad- 
vanced the troop of horse artillery and Dawes’ light field bat- 
tery, which instantly drew a very hgivy and ’.well-directed 
fire from two largo batteries which the enemy had established 
on cither side of the village of Kalerah, by which they were 
nearly screened from, the fire of our guns, which/ with the 
light companies, were thpn still further pusked forward, fol- 
lowed by the division whiclj had deployed info line; the 
heavy guns in our centre, at this time, opening a very de- 
structive carnonade. Up to this .time the tillage above 

* 3rd*Brignde:— 31st Native Iufahtry f 2nd European Regiment; 70th 

Native Infantry. , 4 ► f , *■ 

4th Brigade: — 30th Native Infantry; H.M.’s 29th Foot; 5Gth Native 
Infantry. 
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namc4 seem&d to* be unoccupied, aud I directed a party of in- 
fantry to take possesion of [t. * Upon the approach of this 
party a tremendous fil’d of musketry was opened from the 
walls, which were loopholed in every direction ; the 2nd Eu- 
ropean regiment was then ordered u£ in support, under t the 
command <»of*]tfajor Steel, and soon carried it after a most ob- 
stinate resistance, in which that gallant regiment suffered ra- 
ther severely, as well as upon its emerging from the village ; 
soon after which the enemy left mafiy«of their guns, and fled 
in the greatest confusion. • % . 

It affords me tieJiiglTest satisfaction t<5 record the valuable 
services of Brigadier* t A. S. H. Mountain,* C.B., and of 
BrigadiS^N! Penny, C.B., who l^d the 2nd European Regi- 
ment to the attack of the village, »in the m®st galjmt and 
exemplary manner. I should wish particularly to mention 
the very great assistance I recited 'f/om Major florsford, 
commanding the heavy battery, and Major Fordyce, com- 
manding* 2nd troop, 2nd brigade horse artillery, and Captain 
Dawes, commanding No. 17 light field battery. It is impos- 
sible to praise too highly their conduct, and that of all those 
under their command. 

I beg likewise to bring to his Excellency’s notice the 
valuable assistance I rccived from my divisional and personal 
staffs Brevet Captain J. A. D. Fcrgusson, deputy assistant 
adjutant-general, Lieutenant A. S. Galloway, deputy assistant 
quartcrnuistef’-general, Lieutenant Colt, aide-de-camp, Captain 
Sherwill and Lieutenant MacDorihell, majors of brigade, and 
Captain Goldie and Lieutenant Irwin, of tho engineers. 

Captain W. Robbins, 15th Natife Infantry? who acted 
as my aide-de-camp during* tho acti'on, afforded me great &nd 
active assistance, as did alsh Lieutenant H. B. Hopper, 
31st Native Infantry (orderly officer). 

My warmest thanks are due to LieutenanfrColonel Con- 
greve, C.B., Her. Majesty’s 5 9th Foot, Lieutenant»Colonel 
Jack’, 30th Native Infantry, and Lieutenant-Colonel Holmes, 
56th Native Infantry, and to Majors J. Steel, 2nd European 
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Regiment,* W! R. Corfield, 31st Native Infant/jr, and J. R. 
McGausland, 70th Native' Infantry (Severely wounded in 
the attack on the village of KfleVah)* for tlie exemplary 
ipanner in which they led tlioix regiments. I trust I may bo 
permitted to, bring t6 his Excellency’s notice the name of 
Brevet Captain G. Gordon, 50th Native Infan officiating 
sub-assistant commissary-general, who, at my request, de- 
stroyed the enemy's camp equipage and loose ammunition. 

The conduct of all f.hfi troops under my codimand, European 
and Native, under terrific and well-directed cannonade, was 
such as to call forth my highest compensation. 

In conclusion, I regret, that in consequence of our being so 
constantly on the move siijco the action, I am fliffiflffie to for- 
ward hfrein the return fcf casualties ; but I shall do myself 
the honour to transmit them with the least possible delay. 

_• * I havfc, Stq. 

(Signed) W. R. 'Gilbert, Major-General, 

Commanding 2nd Infantry Division, 

«. • • Army of the Punjaub. 

P. S. In the absence of the regular returns I may heve 
add that the amount of loss is very trifling, considering the 
heavy fire kept up by the enemy's artillery on the centre of 
the division, where the heavy guns were, the 2nd European 
Regiment having only lost eight men killed, and 135 wounded; 
the 31 st Native Infantry, 11 men killed, and 131 wounded; 
and 70th Native Infantry, 20 killed and 40 wounded. 

In the 4th Brigade H. ‘M’s. 29t)i Regiment lost only 2 
men and 6 wounded, the 30tH Native Infantry 3 men 
wounded, aflad the 56th‘ Native Infantry only 1 man wounded. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel P. Grant. C.B . , Adjutant-General of 
the Army . 4 

, * C^mp Dowlutnupgur, February 23, 1849. 

Sir,-^-I have the honour to report to you, for the informa- 
tion of the Right Honourable the Commander-ih-chief, that in 
obedience to the orders I received from his Lordship, at day- 
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light, of thV) 2Xst instant I formed the brig&de^ of the 3rd 
Division, commanded by Brigadiers Carnegie and McLeod, with 
the light field battorieshttyched to them, dose to the leftbpnk 
of the nullah, which passed in front of the village of Shadawol 
a little after 7 A. m. The brigade uiider Brigadier Hoggan 
was fornjeJ*at the same time in rear to act as a reserve to the • 
whole force intended to be employed on that sid6 of th£ nullah. 

In the advance to the attack of the enemy’s position, hi» 
Xiordship desired me to keep close \o the left side gf the 
nullah, and to preserve my .communication with the heavj 
guns, which were plac&d'on the opposite bank. • 

His Lordship further directed me tp appr&atfh, but not to 
pass tfiS^part" of the nullah, behind which the right of the * 
enemy’s army was formed, without further instructions from 
him. 

With a view to the effectual * fulfilment of his»Lordship’s 
wishes to maintain close communication with the heavy guns 
on my right, and to prevent their molestation by the enemy 
from the nullah, I ^directed the light *cfpnpany of II. M’s. 
24tli to occupy and move along the nullah in advance of the 
heavy guns, and to render the communication more secure, 

T supported this company with two guns from No. 10 light 
field battery, which moved close along the bank of the nullah. 

The two brigades were formed, in the first instance, in 
contiguous columns of regiments (the lyigades at full dis- 
tance),. covered by a strong line of skirmishers, and these 
immediately supported by No£. 5 and 10 light field bat- 
teries, .attached to tiieto respectively. These skirmishers 
communicate^ on the left with those? covering the front of the 
Bombay division, whiclf were likewise supported by the 
troop of horse artillery belonging to that force. The whole 
line moved forward at £ before 8 a. h., in this order, with 
the regularity of troops at a review. , The coifntiy we passed 
over in our advance was*perfectly level, highly cultivated and i 
without an obstruction, being* merely dotted here and there 
with an occasional tree. 
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At J past 9,* the skirmishers having arrived Avithin long 
range of the enemy’s guns, 'the columns were deployed into 
Imp, when we again moved forward ; l at *this time the right 
wing of the enemy’s army was plainly to be seen, formed 
directly in our front beyond a tan in the nullah which seemed 
■ to run parallel to the front of their position, in’ die* centre of 
which and ifoarly opposite to Nos. 5 and 10 light « field 
•batteries, they had two very heavy guns, and several 6 and 
9-po\inders field-guns, f which then opened fire 1 ; that from the 
'former, in the first instance, caused some loss in the batteries; 
and here ‘it was, I regret to say, th'at’iieutonant Day, of the 
Artillery, a lery braye and most premising young officer, 
was killed by a cannon-ball. * *' ^ 

«• The lihc moved onward* to the front, keeping in communi- 
cation with, and as much as possible, in the allignment of the 
heavy gui.s, while the* field 'qatterics kept up so destructive a 
fire upon the enemy in tlioir front, in position behind the 
nullah, that they finally obliged the whole force to abandon 
it, and take slicltey under cover of the* bank of* the nullah, 
and from which they were afterwards driven in confusion 
and flight, by an enfilading fire from these same field bat- 
teries. 

About three-quarters of an hour before the enemy had been 
finally driven in flight from the nullah and from the field, a 
great effort was m^de by many, apparently of the principal 
chiefs, to bring forward a large body of their cavalry, which 
was followed in a tumultuous manner by the infantry, which 
had taken shelter in the nullah to attack the centre of the Bom- 
bay division. 1 This atta6k was taken in flank hy ^o. 5 field 
battery, and caused great’ loss to the enemy, both in his 
short advance and subsequent retreat. 

The infantry of the 3rd Division had not occasion to fire a 
shot. The cn6my were, driven from their different positions, 
t and from the field, by the fire of 'ttfiosc two field batteries, 
aided by that of the Bombay troop of horse artillery. 

I cannot find language to express my sense of the calm. 
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* steady and ^admirable planner, in which these two batteries 
were 'commanded apd worked by Major Mowatt, the com- 
manding officer, and .by Major Ludlow and Lieutenant 
Robertson, the former commanding No. 5, the latter No* 10 , 

• battery ; nor am I able adequately to ^express my admiration 

of the byir^ry and gallantry of the other officers of these, 
batteries, and of their non-commissioned officers and fnen, all 
of wfiom I beg to rccoihmcnd, in an especial manner, to the 
favourable notiec of the Bight Honourable the Commander-in- 
chief. f 

After the troops had •crossed the njlllah, I received his 
Lordship’s orders to follow the troops of thought wing, in 
their i/fcfi^aicwt towards the east side of Goojerat, while the * 
Bombay division passed the towto^m the ot^cr side. Aftpr 
clearing the town, the division again resumed its communica- 
tion with the Bombay troops, and pr^cfcded with them jn ad- 
vance, together with the troops of the 2nd Division oft our 
right, until ordered to halt and encamp. * 

I beg leave to brin^to the favourable notice of the Comman- 
der-in-chief the conduct of Brigadiers Carnegie and McLeod, 
to whom I feel much indebted for the brave example they set 
their men, and for the officer-like manner in which they 
managed their respective brigades during the day. Brigadier t 
Iloggan, commanding the reserve, was under the immediate 
orders of Brigadier-General Dundas on the left. 

The two • former brigadiers speak in strong terms of the 
merits and services during tl*c day of their respective 
brigade-majors, Captaih Clarke, of the 25th Native Infantry, 
and Cap'tain Keiiier, of the Gth Native Infantry; and I can 
confirm their opinion of the zeal, .activity, aivl value of these 
officers’ services, from my ovai personal observation. 

I beg also to recommend to the favourable notice of the 
Commander-in-chief, the conduct of the several officers com- 
manding regiments, who all set on example of thg greatest 
gallantry to, their respective •corps, viz., Lieutenant- Colonel * 

u 3 
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Smith, Her Majesty’s 24th Regiment, Lieutenant- Colonel 
Corbett, 25th Native Infantry, 'Lieutpnant-Colonel Jones, 
Her Majesty’s 61st, Major Tudor, 46th Native Infantry, and 
Captain Lang, 36th Native Infantry, they arc all truly deserving 
of his Lordship’s favourable ^btice and approbation. Lieu- 
. tenant-Colonel Jones, of Her Majesty’s 61st, spogkp in terms 
of praise of the assistance he received from the two majors of 
•that regiment, Major Campbell and Major Stephens; and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, of Her Majesty’sc24th Regiment, 
in a similar manner, notices the conduct of Major plachford of 
that corps; ^ 

I received, c during the day, the mo^t cordial and valuable 
assistance from Major Ponsonby, assistant adj uC^rnKgoneral 
of tlie division^ with whqm r I havc^found a real pleasure in 
bping associated on service, and to whom I owe great obli- 
gation for the able and careful manner in which he conducts 
the cluties of his department. 

1 beg to recommend to the particular notice of his Lordship 
the Commander-in-chief the conduct; of Knsign . Garden, 
deputy assistant quartermaster-general, to whom I am also 
dnder many obligations for the zeal and ability with which he 
performs his various duties. 

Captain Durand aqd Lieutenant Morton, of the Engineers, 
were attached to the 3rd Division, during the action, and 
accompanied me dpring the day; they rendered me valuable 
assistance, and I owe to them, accordingly, my wannest 
acknowledgments. ‘ 

I cannot conclude this report without also bringing co the 
notice of tho Commander-in-chief the willing and valuable 
assistance afforded me by my aide-de-camp Captain Hay- 
thome, and also by my brothel' officer Lieutenant Shadwell, 
of Her Majesty’s 98th Regiment, who was present in the 
action as volufttecr. , 

I beg* herewith to inclose* a rctfum of the killed and 
wounded, together with a present state* of the troops actually 
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engaged, $nd • return^ of the quantity of ‘ammunition ex- 
pended. * » * 

• J % *1 have, &c. 

(Signed) 6. Campbell, Brigadier-General, , 
Commanding 3f(} Division, Array of the Punjaub. 


From Brigadier- (jentral H. Dundas , C.B., ^ commanding 
Bombay column. Army of the* Punjaub, to the Adjuiant- 
Qenerfil of the Bengal Army . * 

Ilead-Qijar^ters? Camp Saikerwalla, February 22, 1 849. 

Sir, — I have the fyonour to inform # you that, agreeably to 
the clteflpriS f received, the Bombay Infantry division was* 
formed on the left of tlye line. J*advanced for sonic distance 
in contiguous columns at quarter distance, the 60th Hides, 
under* Lieutenant-Colonel Bra{fohaW> and 3rd t»oop ,IIorse 
Artillery, under Major Blood,* being thrown in advance. 
The division deployed into line, and gradually advanced as 
the attack* on the flight developed itself. A party of the 
enemy’s horse made a demonstration of attacking the line, 
but speedily moved off to their own right, on receiving one - or 
two rounds from Major Blood’s troop. A battery of the 
enemy, which was in front of the Bengal division, was also * 
quickly silenced by this troop, which made excellent practice. 
The division kept gradually advancing without firing a shot, 
the cqcm^ moving off so fast we could not reach him, the 
artillery taking every advantage of opening its fire that was 
afforded. The infantry kept constantly advancing, passing 
through the # enemy’s camp, which was left ^standing, and 
round the town of. Goojetat on die left, bringing up the left 
shoulder^. The ground at Ac first was studded with bushes 
and hedges of prickly pear, which caused some delay in 
getting through, and on reaching the, open country again, not 
a sign of the enemy tvas tef be seen. Two giins were aban- 
doned by him on •this side* of thq town. Not a casualty 
occurred in the infantry division or in the troop, with the 
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exception of, twb horses. The troop afterwards accompanied 
Major-General Sir Joseph TbackwSirs division of cavalry in 
pursuit of the enemy, and it has been reported* to me, by 
Brigadier Lccsoh, commanding Bombay Artillery, that it 
rendered goo'd service. "The Scjhde Horse, under Lieutenant 
•Malcolm, having been attached for the day to Majbij General 
Sir Joseph ThackwelVs division, I had not an opportunity of 
witnessing 9 most successful and gallant charge which was 
made .by that distinguished regiment against Vi party of the 
enemy’s horse, which Vas completely overthrown* with the 
loss of their standards, and the aftetxipt, t$ turn our loft, 
which the enerfiy showed a disposition to try, altogether 
frustrated. This success was not gained withdut^aulfo loss, 
which anfountedr to 3 killed* .and 16 f or 17 wounded. The 
field battery under Captain Turnbull was attached to the 
force proto cting the baggage* where the troops never clime in 
contact with the enemy, Who ifioved off with the utmost 
rapidity; there is little room for remark 011 their conduct, 
beyond making a steady and regular advance, and fo$ a long 
distance, and preserving a good order of formation. I had 
every reason to be satisfied with the conduct of all — and my 
thanks are due to Brigadier Capon, commanding the 1st 
Infantry Brigade, to, Lieutenant- Colonel Bradshaw, com- 
manding 60th Rifles, Major Hallett, commanding 3rd Regi- 
ment Native Infantjy, Major Mignon, commanding 1st Bom- 
bay Fusiliers, Major Maut, commanding 19th Regiment 
Native Infantry, Brigadier Lee son, commanding the artillery, 
rendering cvejy assistance, and Major ‘Blood, in. command of 
the troop, is<- entitled to every credit for the efficient service 
the fwoop was enabled to perform, * 

The steady and good order ift which the brigade of the 
Bengal army moved under Brigadier Iloggan, which was in 
support of the Bombay /li vis ion, was very praiseworthy. 

I am indebted to the officers <Sf the ‘divisional staff for the 
active assistance they gfforded me, Major Greene, assist&nt 
adjutant-general, Captain Hart, deputy assistant adjutant- 



GOOJERAT. 


373 


general, Captain Ramsay, the assistant quart Jrmjster-gcncral , 
Captain Skinner, tlic deputy judge -advocate-general, Major 
St. John, ^aymasjcr-gcncral, Lieutenant Mules, of tin* 1st 
.Fusiliers, postmaster, Lieutenant Ward, 60tli llitles, my aide-* 
de-cainp, and Lieutenant Cnfyley, 15 th Hussars, aide-de-camp 
to Majq^Gfhneral Aitchison, commanding Mysore division; 
who officiated as my aide-de-camp, # Lieutenant Stevenson, 
brigade-major of artillery, rendered every assistance in his 
department. «Thc sappers and miners, under Lieutenant 
Kendall, were kept prepare^ for any jluty that might lia^e 
been required $lopitig down nullahs for the guns, &c., but 
the ground was so favourable for the jnovcdcflt of the troops # 
that exertions were not required in this duty. My 
thanks are also due to Qiptain 'fhicshic, assijtant cflmmisstfrj- 
general, oh this occasion, as also for the efficient manner, in 
which* the duties of his dcpartmy&it have been conductod. 

Lieutemyit Henry, 19th Regirilent Native Infantry, aide-de- 
camp to the Right Honourable the Governor of Bombay, and 
who was placed in political charge of thc t prisoncr of war, the 
Dcwan Moolraj, joined mo in the afternoon, having ridden 
post from Lahore on purpose to be present, after delivering 
over charge of his prisoner on the 20th instant. 

Herewith I inclose a list of casualties, which is principally * 
in horses, together with a return of ammunition expended. 

I have, &c. # 

. (Signed) II. Dundas, Brigadier-General, 
CommandingJBombay Column, Army of the Punjaub. 


* Brigadier Capon also reports favourably of the assistance he derived 
from Captain Stiles, major of brigade, and Lieutenant Gordon, OOtli 
Rifles, who officiated as aide-de-camp. 
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From MajoS • *7i S. Leeson. Brigadier commanding Artillery 
Brigade , Bombay Division , • to the Assistant Adjutant- 
General, Bombay Division . * ' 


* • Camp^Goojerat, February 22, 1849. 

Sit, — In compliance with your order, I have tWfymour to 
report that the. 3rd, or Major Blood’s troop of horse artillery, 
was ordered to accompany the cavalry* division under General 
Sir Joseph Thackwell, K.C.B., at about half-past one yester- 
day, to follow the enem$, who were then retreating. With 
this troop J proceeded, accompanied "by 'Lieutenant Hamilton 
and my staff. * « 

After proceeding at a trot and gallop for about o^o^miles, 
wq joined’ the cavalry divi^o'n, and soon joined the enemy’s 
rear, and* at a distance of about 40(5 yards opened fire with 
manifest good effect ; c tbey were then attempting to carry off 
three guns, and a considerable body of cavalry were hovering 
round to afford them protection; this they were unable to 
effect, as* our well-directed fire soon obliged the enemy to 
abandon their guns, camels, carts, bullocks, &c., and a great 
proportion of their baggage, which fell into our hands. 

The enemy still continuing to retreat in a most disorderly 
manner, we advanced at a gallop for about three miles, and 
again opened fire with such effect that they were compelled 
to abandon another gun. 

We again advanced some distance further, and cvero halted 
by order of the general commanding, who proceeded, and at 
a quarter to 5 p.m. wc began to foil back towards camp, 
which we reached at half past 8 o’clock p.m. 
r ♦> I*havc, 

(Signed) J. f . Leeson, Maj., II. A., 
Brigadier Comdg. Arty. Bdc., Bombay Division. 
r (True Copy,) 

c (Signed) Edward Gkeen, Major, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, F. Fi 
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General Return of Casualties in the Army ^of the Punjaub in 

'the Action of Gocjerat, • on the 2 1st* February, 1849, 
between the British FoVces under the personal command 
of General tfic Rig&t Honourable Hugh, Baron (Sough, 
G.C.B., Commander-iif T chief of all the Ibrces in India, 
an<^ th« Rebel Army unefer Sirdar Chuttef Sing and Rajah 
Shere Sing. « 

General Staff — 1 *ProVost-Marshal wounded. 

Xrtillery Division. — Ifprse Artillery. 

4th* Troop, 1st Brig^do — 3* rank and ’file, 1 syce, 17 horses, 
killed; 1 dative officer, 5 rank ancl file, 2 # Wears, 5 syces, 
41 hqrsos, wounded. * . • 

2nd Troop, 2nd Brigade — 7 rank and file, 1 lascaj^ 25 horses,* 
killed; 1 serjeant, 1 trumpeter, 17 rank and file, 4 lascars, 
13 horses, wounded. , * # 

3rd Troop, 2nd Brigade — JL s/o£, 7 horses, killed; 4 rank and 
file wounded; 1 syce missing. * 

4th Troop, 2nd Brigade — 1 rank and file woundetL; 1 horse, 
missing. * * 

1st Troop, 3rd Brigade — 1 trumpeter, 2 rank and file, wounded; 

1 horse missing. 

2nd Troop, 3rd Brigade — 1 rank and file, 7 horses, killed; % 
serjcanls, 3 rank and file, 1 syce, 1 horse, wounded; 2 
horses missing. 

4 th Troop, 3rd Brigade — 1 European officer, 1 serjeant, Crank 
and file", 1 lascar, 16 horscg, killed; 1 seijeant, 4 rank and 
file, 1 lascar, 1 syc^, 6 horses, wounded ; 1 horse missing. 

Foot Artillery. • 

1st Company, 1st Battalion (No. 10 Battary) — 1» European 
officer, 1 rank and file, ^2 horses, killed; 2 rank and file, 2 
syce-drivers, 3 horses, wounded; 1 horse missing. 

3rd Company, 1st Battalion (No. ,17 Battery) — 10 horses 
killed ; 4 rank and file, 8 horses,' wounded. • % 

Jfrd Company, 3rd Battaliftn — 2 r|mk and file, 5 bullocks, 
killed; 2 syce-drivers wounded. 
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•1 th, Company, 3rd Battalion — 5 bullocjcs killed; 2 rank and 
file, 1 lascar, 3 syce-drivers*, wounded. r 

1st Company, 4th Battalion — 1 Europoan officer, 3 rank and 

» file, 1 lascar, bounded. * 

4tli Company, *4 th Battalion — 1 rrfiik and file wounded. 

3rd Cftmpany, 7th Battalion (No. 5 Battery) — 1 ^yee-d river, 

1 pyc(5, 3 horses, killed; 2 rank and file, 1 lascar, 1 syce- 

* driver, wqunded. * 

Total — £ European officers, 1 serjoant, 20 rank and file, 2 
lascars, 1 syce-drivcV, 3 syces, 97 horses or ^bullocks, 
killed; 1 European* officer, 1 nativo vlitto, 4 scijeants, 2 
trumpeters, *50 rank and file, 10 lascars, 8 sycc-drivcrs, 7 
syces, 37 horses or bullocks, wounded; 1 syce* gJaOrses, 
missing 1 . , f u 

Engineer Department and Sappers and* Pioneers — 1 European 
officer, 1. native ditto, 8 sorjeants or liavildars, 5 rank and 
file', wounded. • 

Cavalry Division. 1st Brigade. 

II. M.’s 3id Light Dragoons — 1 horse killed ; 1 rank and file, 

2 horses, wounded; 2 horses missing. 

II. *M,’s Sth Lancers — 4 horses missing. 

5th llcgiment Light Cavalry — 1 European officer, 4 rank and 

' file, 1 horse, wountjod. 

8th Regiment Light Cavalry — 1 syce, 1 horse killed; 1 native 
officer, wounded;^ rank and file, 3 horses, missing. 

2nd Brigade. 

II. M.‘s 14th Light Dragoons**— 1 European officer, 3 horses 
killed; 2 European officers, 4 rank and file, 2 horses, 
wounded. >• 

1st Begin* ent Light Cavalry — 2 rank and file, 4 horses, 
wounded; 2 horses missing. *• 

3rd Brigade. 

11th Irregular Cavalry .—2 horses killed; 3 rank and file 
wounded.' * 

14th Irregular Cavalry ,(1 sqi&dron)— 2 rank qnd file, ' 4 
horses, wounded; 2 horses missing. 
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• 4th Brigade. „ * 

3rd Irregular Cava&y — 1 rjyik* and file, 2 horses, killed; 1 
native officer, -*1 Kavildar, 5 rank and file, 2 horses, 

• wounded. 

• • 

9th Irregular Cavalry — 1 rank and file, 10 In^rses, killed; 1 
havildaf, 12 rank and file, 3 horses, wounded. 

Total — 1 European, officer, 2 rank and file, 1 s/ce, 19 horses, 
killed; 3 European officers, 2 native ditto, 2 havildars, 33 
rank and hie, 18 horses, wouhtjed; 1 rank and file, 13 
harscsf missing. • « 

. 1st Infantry Divisioh. 

*rsc wounded. • 

1st Brigade. 

II. M.’s 10th Foot — 7# rank anc> file, 1 dorse, filled; * 1 
European officer, 53 rank and file, -wounded. « 

8th Regiment Native Infantry — A European office*, 1 qative 
ditto, 3 rank and file, killed ; 2 European officers, 3 native 
ditto, 4 havildars, 56 rank and file, wounded. 

52nd llegiment Native Infantry — 5 ra'n 1 § and file killed; 3 
European officers, 1 havildar, 30 rank and file, wounded. 

2nd Brigade. 

II. M.’s 32nd Foot — 1 rank and file killed; 1 European 
officer, 4 rank and file, wounded. 

5 1st Regiment Native Infantry — 5 rank and file killed; 1 
European officer, 1 native ditto, 1 havildar, 4G rank and 
file^ wounded. 

72nd Regiment Nativp Infantry — 1 rank and file killed; 8 
rank anrWilc wounded. 

Total — 1 European officer, 1 native ditto, 22 rdhk and file, 1 
horse, # killed; 3 European officers, 4 native *ditfo, 6 
havildars, 197 rank and fTle, 1 horse, wounded. 

• 2nd Infantry Division. 3rd Brigade. 

2nd European Regiment — 1 .European officer, 2. scijeants, 6 
^rank and file, 1 horse, tilled; 5 European officers, 12* 
sci j cants', 123 rank and file, 1 lior.se, wounded; 3 rank 
and file missing. 


Divisional Staff — 1 h 
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31st Regiment frative Infantry — 2 harildars, 9 ra/ik and file, 
killed; 1 European officer; 4 f native ditto, 7 havildars, 119 
.rank and file, 1 lascar, wounde(J. * # 

70th Regiment iV. I. — 10 rank and file killed; 5 Europear 
officers, l t native ditto, 4, havildars, 34 rank and file, 
• wounded. ,i,c r 

* 4th Brigade. | # 

H. M.’s 29th Foot — 2 rank and file 'killed; 6 rank and file 
wounded. r * 

{10th Regiment ^atiye lnfantry-r-3 rank and file wounded. 

56th Regiment Native Infantry— 1 rarile aijd t file wounded. 

, Total-»l European officer, 4 serjeants^or havildars, 27 rank 
and file, 1 horse, killed; 11 European officers, *5 ^native 
' ditto,' 23 s£ijcants or tavildarj, 286 rank and file, 1 
, lascar, 1 horse, wounded; 3 rank and file missing, 
c * 3rd Infantry Division. 5th Brigade. 

25th Regiment " T ativc Inf&ntry— 1 rank and file killed; 2 
rank and file wounded. 

f « 7th Brigade. , 

II. M.’s 61st Foot — -9 rank and file wounded. 

3*6 th Regiment Native Infantry — 1 trumpeter, 3 rank and 
file, killed; 2 havildars, 7 ranft and file, wounded. 

Total — 1 trumpeter,; 4 rank and file, killed; 2 serieants or 
havildars, 18 rank and file, wounded. 

c Bombay Division. 

3rd Troop Iiorse Artillery — 1 horse killed. 

Scindc Irregular Horse — 1 * liavildar, * 1 rank and file. 21 
horses, killed; 1 native officer, *1 ‘havildar* 10 rank and 
file, II horses, wounded. 

Totdl — 1 scrje&nt or haviidar, 1 l rank and file, 25 horses, 
killed; 1 native officer, 1 tfeijeant or havildat, 10 rank 
and file, 11 horses, wounded. 

Grand Total — ’o European officers, 1 native ditto, 6 Serjeants 
or havildars, 1 trumpeter, */ 6 ruiik and file, 2 lascars, I 
syce-driver, 4 syces, 143 horses or : bullocks, killed; 1 24 
European officers, 14 native ditto, 1 provost marshal, 40 
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.scrjeatots or havildars,’2 trumpeters, 5 9 $5 ra»k and file*, 11 
lascars, 8 syceJdrivers, J sj^ces or grass-cutters, 68 horses 
or bullocks, yjouriHe^; 4 rank and file, 1 syce, 19 horses 
or bullocks, missing. * 


Nominal Eist of European Officers. 

General Staff — Wounded, Provost- ^arshal S. Budd, severely. 

08 , Artillbry Division. • 

4th Troop, 3rd ^Brigade Horse Artilfery—KilleH, Captain J. 

^ndqyscyi. * • • 

1c t Company, 1st ‘Battalion Artillery — Killed, Second Lieu- , 
tenant E. W. Day .• 1 * • 

1st Qompany, 4th Battalion Artillery*— Wounded, Captain* and 
Brevet Major Sir 11. C 4 Shfijtespear. \ 

Corps of Engineers — Wounded, Second Lieutenant B. M. 
Hutchinson, very severely, leg amputated. 

* Cavalry Division. • 

H, M.’s 14th Light Dragoons — Killed, Lieutenant A. Lloyd; 
Wounded, Captain J. H. Goddard, severely; Captain A. 
Scudamore, dangerously. 

5th Begimcnt Light Cavalry — Wounded, Lieutenant H. J. 
Stannus, severely. 

1st Infantry Division. # 

II. M.’s 10th Foot — Wounded, Captain li. M. Best, slightly. 
II. M.’s 32nd Fo<?t — Wounded, Lieutenant G. Jeffrey, 
slightly * • 

8th Rcgimont Native ^nfantry— tilled, Lieutenant 11. Cox; 
Woynded, Major G. Farquharson, dangerously; Ensign 
G. II. Griffiths, severely. 

51st Regiment Native Infantry — Wounded, # Lieutenant T. C. 

Darnell, severely! ? • 

<j2nd Regiment Native Infantry — Wounded, Captain. J. W. 
H- Jamieson, severe contusion; Lieutenant W. H. 
Lowthcr, ditto ; Lieutenant G. R. Smith, ditto. 
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2nd Infantry Divjsifin. ' 

2nd European Itegiment — Killed, Licutefiant G. H. Sprott; 
Wounded, Captain A. Boyd, slightly; Lieutenant A. 
Elderton, .ditto; Ensign A. p. Toogood, ditto; Ensign 
D, A. Sandford, ditto; Ensign J. G. S. Matheson, ditto. 

3 1st Regiment Native Infantry — Wounded, En&igu F. J. 

Gully, slightly. , • 

7t)th Kcgim6nt Native Infantry — Wounded, Major J. K. 
McCausland, severely;* Brevet Captain C. L. Edwards, 
* slightly; Lieutenant A. Fytche, djtto; Ensign R. C. 
Whiting, severely / Ensign C. Murray, slightly. 

(feigned) * Pat. Grattt, Lieut.-Coloij.el, 

, Adjutant-General of {Hfc Army. 


List of Ordnance captured from the Enemy , in the Action at 
Goojerat , on the 21 st February, 1849. 

t • Camp Goojerat, February 2 '2, 1 849. 
No. Nature of Ordnance. No. Nature of Ordnance. 

1*. .Brass Gun . . 16-pounder 30 . . 

„ 6-pounder 

„ 9 -plunder 

„ 8-pounder 35 . . 

5.. „ 9-poundcr 


Brass Gun . . 


10 .. 


15 .. 


8» pounder 
8-pounder 
3-pounder • 

8- pounder 40 . . 
1 2-pounjder 

9- poundej* 42.. 
18-pounder 1.. 

8- pounder 

9- pounder 
8-pomider 
2-pounder 

7- ])ounder 

8- pound cr 
8-pounder 


6-pounder 
6-pounder 
„ 8-pounder 

„ 8-poundcr 

„ 8-pounder 

„ 8-poundcr 

„ *8-ppundcr 

„ 8-pounder 

, 8-poundcr 

„ /-^-pUunder 

, „ * 7^-poundcr 

Brass Howitzer 


5^.- .. V 
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53 Total piecos of ordnance* 
— * eaptmed. , 

1 7 Ammunition tumbrils • 
unsciViccatfle. 


20 .. . a 2-pounder 1 . . Brass Mortar 

„ ,8-poiftidcr . „ ' 

,1 16-pound<?r 3 . . „ 

„ # 8-pontider 

„ 9-poundw 

25 . . ,, % 8-pounder 

« ,* 6 -pounder 

„ 6-pounder 

„ 8-pounder # 

„ • 7-poundcr A considerable number of tum- 

30.. f> -pounder brifc were also blown*up and 

* * 7-Jpt\nud^r otherwise destroyed. • 

'(Signed) J. Arercikmvi^ie, Captain, 

. ' Deputy-Assistant Adj.-Gen., Artillery? 
(Signed^ J.'T^nxant, IjrigadiVr-Gen., 

* Commanding Artillery Division. 


Notitjcatiox. 

» Foreign Department, Camp Ftrozepore, 
March 10, 1849. 

In the General Order, dated 1st March, publishing the 
details of the action at Goojerat, the name of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Birch (Judge- Advocate-General) having been mad-* 
vcrtcntly omitted, the llight lion, the Governor-General is 
pleased to direct that, in that part of Jhe General Order in 
which* the Officers of the General Staff* of the Army are 
thanied, the name qf Lieutenant-Colonel Birch be inserted 
immediatcl^afbr the nahie of Lieutenant-Colonel Garden, C.B. 

, (Signed) IP. M. Elt.iSt, 

• Secretary to* the Govcriftnent <Jf Inflia, 
$ith the Governor-General. 

J. Stuart, Colonel, 

Secretary to the Government of fnd^a, Military 
Depaftihent, w itli the Governor- General. - 
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GENEBAL O^DEB BT TIIE KlGHT HgN. THE GfVEBNpB- 

Genebal of India. < 

* . *■ 1 

Foreign Departyncht, Gamp Ferozepore, 
1 * March 17, 1849. 

1 r 7 

The # Govemor;Gcneral 'nas the utmost satisfaction in direct- 
ing that the despatches which he has this day recdivid from 
' his Excellency *■ the Commander-in-chicf, find from Majpr- 
Gfcneral Sir Walter Gilbert, K.C.B., be published for the 
information of the army of the people of India. 

f The British subject^, who were prisoners in the hands of 
the enemy, have all returned in safety! * . « . 

t On the 14th ihsfant, Sirdar Chuttcr Siqg, Rajali Shere Sing, 
^ and the principal Sikh Sirdars and Chiefs, delivered their 
' swo'rds int<J the hand of Majjr- General Sir Walter Gilbert. 

Forty-one pieces of artillery were at the same time surren- 
dered ; f *and'the remains ‘of the, Sikh army, to the number of 
16,000 men, laid down their arms in the presence of the 
British troops. 

The Governor- General offers to his Excellency r the Com- 
mander-in-chicf, to Major-General Gilbert, and to the whole 
army, his heartfelt congratulations on this glorious result of 
the battle of Goojerat, and of the operations subsequent to it, 
'so admirably conducted by the Major-General, in fulfilment of 
his Excellency’s instructions. 

But the war is not, yet concluded; nor can there be any 
cessation of hostilities until Dost Mahomed Khan and the 
Affghan army are either driveh from the province of Pesha- 
wur, or destroyed within it. < , 

The British* army has 'already resumed its jnarch upon 
Attok* and the Governor-General confidently hopes, that the 
entire success which, with God’s tticssing, will attend it, may 
enable him soon to announce the restoration of peace. 

The Governor-General# directs that, in honour of the im- 
portant events which have now been ’notified, a salute of 21 
guns be fired from every principal station of tlAi army in 
India. 
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By order* of the Rig&t Honourable the G^ve^or-General 
of India. , 

• ,(Si&nigd) II. M. Elliot, 

Secretaiy to the Government of India, 
With the G 6 vernor- General . 

* *•* 

From the Rt. Hon.* the* Commander-in- Chief to the Rt. lion. 

the Governor-General of India, Sfd. 

9 • • 

Dated Head-Quarters, Camp Kuttala, 

• i • * Marqh 16, 1849. 

My Lord, — I "have the greatest gratification in reporting 
to yo#r hardship t^e* further happy results of the decisive 
victory obtained at Goojcrat on rti g 21st ultimo. * » 

Major-General Sir Walter Gilbert, with that energy and 
judgment which induced me to. seh?<;l him to cqndupt l5ic 
ulterior operations subsequent to 4hat action, has well fulfilled 
the trust reposed in him, by rapidly pressing the roifted 
enemy, which has led to their unqualified submission, the 
surrender of their remaining guns, and about 16,000 stand of 
arms, all of which are now in our possession ; and I rejoice 
to add, that this fortunate consummation has been obtained 
without a single shot being fired. 

The whole of the Sikh force, with their Sirdars, have now 
come in, with the exception of Bhac Maharaj and Colonel 
lvichpaul Sing, who have absconded, but without followers. 

Wc. have now in our possession .56 ^uns taken at Goojerat 
and abandoned by tBc | encmy in his retreat on the 21st 
February; 40 surrendered to Major General Sir Walter 
Gilbert since that event ; *12 captured at Chillianwajlahf and 
80 at Mooltan, malting a total of 158 pieces of ordnance which 
have fallen into our hands during the present campaign. 

Again heartily congratulating your Lordship at this most 
satisfactory termination gf.thc Sikh \v4ir, " , ^ 

• I have, &c. 

(Signed) • Gough, General. 
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No. 282. « 

r 

From Major-General Sir W. R. Gilbert K.C.B., Commanding 
Field Force , on Special Service , to IT, M, Elliot , Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of India , wi/A the Governor- 
General. t 

“ * i 

Dated Camp Bawl Pindee, March 14, 1849. 

• Sir,— Since I addressed you on tnc llth instant, from 
Iloormuck, I have advanced to Rawul Pindee/ which place I 
leached to-day. I have now thq high gratification 0 of report- 
ing for the information of the Bight Honourable the Governor- 
General of India; that the disarmament of the Sikh army, 
commenced at Manikyalla, has been this day completed by 
the surrender of their sw;orcls, by the Sikh Sirdars, in pre- 
sence of the commanding Officers of divisions and brigades 
and their Staff. * 

The total number of guns sui rendered is 41, of which a 
return shall be forwarded hereafter; and the number of 
stands of arms laid down before the force, under my command 
is about 16,000. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. B. Gilbert, Mnjor-Gcn. 
Commanding Field Force, on Special Service. 

(True Copies.) 

(Signed) H. M. Elliot, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Go\ ernor- G encral . 

* (Signed) J. Stuart, Colonel, 

'* i Secilitary to ther Government of India, Military 
Department,® with the Governor-General. 
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General .Order by, the Right IIon. t^he^Goyernqr- 
GenAral of India. 

i • 

Foreign Department, Camp Fcrozcpore, 

* April 2, 1849. _ • 

The Governor-General ha^ the gihtification of publishing 
for gcncraEdftformation, despatches which have been received 
from His Excellency the Commander-in-chief ahd from Major- 
General Sir Walter Gilbert, K.C.B., announcing#thc termina- 
tion of hostilities in the Punjaub. * • 

The Governor-General declared tKat s before the war cou]d 
cease, every enemy, ^vfrethcr Sikh o* Affghan,* should be 
driven from before us ; and the British a Any has well and^ 
gallahtlyi mafic good his words. 

The Sikh Sirdars and the remnant of tficir rjjrmy wCtc 
pursued, have surrendered, and have fycen disarmed. # 
The* Ameer of Cabul with lijs* troths has tied •before the 
British force, and has beeft clidsed ignominiously from # the 
territories lie invaded. 

The war has thus Jbcen brought to an <^id, and the Punjaub 
has been declared a portion of the British Empire in India. 

Once again the Governor- General offers to Ilis Excellency 
the Commander-in-chief, to the general officers, the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of the army, the ' 
assurance of his deep and unfeigned gratitude for the great 
services they have rendered to the country by the zeal and 
gallantly they displayed, and for the sustained and cheerful 
exertions they have made. * 

In anticipation of ttieiwishes of the Honourable Court of 
Directors, the Governor-General will grant t*cf every officer 
and.’ soldier who has beAi employed within* the Pflnjahb in • 
*TKis campaign, to the date of the occupation of Peshawnr, a 
medal, bearing the word “ Punjaub,” in commemoration of 
the honourable service they have don*?. # m 

The Gov m-nor-G encral is tilso pleased to direct that every* 
corps which lias beeh so employed shall bear the same word 
on their standards, colours, and appoinfinents. 
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The Governor-*Oeneral desires to take the. opportunity of 

acknowledging his obligation? to » officers who Wve been 
serving in various positions connected with the army in the 
.field. r. • 

The Go verh or- General is sensible of the zeal and activity 
of Major-General Sir D. Ilifi, K.C.B., commanding the 
reserve : 'and ke would have looked with confidence to his 
services if the division under his command had been cfillcd 
into operation. ^ , 

Brigadier-General WHeeler, C.B., has executed the several 
duties whicji have been committed to« him with skill and suc- 
cess ; and the Governor-General has been liappy to convey to 
him his thanks. ' t L r. a * 

The Gc*/ernor r G cneral if indebted to Brigadier Stalker, 
commanding at Mooltan, for the successful exertions which 
have been ,made under, his -directions, for placing the Jort 
again in a condition of defence, and for maintaining the tran- 
quillity of the country. 

The Governor- G eneral begs to acknowledge the service 
which has been rendered by Lieut. -Colonel McSlicrry, 1st 
N.‘ I., commanding at Goviudgurh. The energy, vigilance, 
and tact which he exhibited during his occupation of that 
• important fortress, have been of much value to the Govern- 
ment of India. 

From Sir F. Currie, Baronet, Resident at Lahore, pre- 
viously to his return to his scat in Council, the- Governor- 
General received at all tirnej effective and most ready co- 
operation ; and he has continued to "receive from Lieut.- 
Colonel Sir II, Lawrence, K.C.B., the support wliich his 
. known ability ami experience enabled him r to aftord. 

The meritorious conduct of tie several assistants to the 
Resident has elicited the strong approbation of the Govern- 
ment. In addition to t|iosc whom he has before named, tho 
governor* General offers his espdeial thanks to Major George 
Lawrence, for the able manageinent which so leng enabled 
him to maintain his position at Pcshawur, and to Captain 
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James Abbott-for the ^gallant stand he has* made m the hills 
at Huzara. 9 * 

# Lieut. Taylor has earned *the full ’approbation of the Go- 
, vemment by his judicious and persevering efforts which re* 
gained and have held the Pf qvince of Bunnoo. * 

The sustained defence of the Fort of At’tock, which w»b 
made by Lieut. Herbert, under circumstanced of £reat diffi- 
culJy, has been viewed by the Government of badia with ail- 
miration, anti entitled him to their warmest praise. • 

Mf. Jctfin Lawrence, Commissioner of the Trans-Sutlej Pro- 
vince, has receded tlfc thanks of the Governor-General. Well 
seconded by his assistants in the district, ltc has greatly conj- 
tribdted* by* his promptitude, energy, and firmness to the 
maintenance of the general tranquillity whijh has prevailed in 
these newly acquired territories. t . 

'JJhfc Governor-General especially* wishes to • record his 
marked approbation of tilt mahner in which Major Mackc- 
son, C.B., as his agent with the army, has discharged the 
duties which were^ entrusted to him. f In the ‘important 
political matters in which he has been engaged, Major Macke- 
son’s proceedings have been distinguished by ability, judg- 
ment, discretion and firmness; and the Governor-General 
begs to convey to him the expression of his unqualifiedT 
satisfaction. 

The Governor-General concludes by tendering to the officers 
of the. Government in his camp, sincere thanks for the assist- 
ance die has at all times received from them. 

He # partj^ula**ly desires to express his obligation to Mr. 
llenry Elliot, Secretary to the Government? of India, for 
hi* very able, laborioui, and ftiost valuable aid 5n the im-* 
"portrait 'affairs which octffipied the Governor-General's at- 
tention : — and to Colonel Stuart, C.B., Military Secretary to 
the Government of India, and to Licutenanf-Cgloncl Benson, 
C.B., Member of the* Military Board with the •Govemoik- 
General, for the grSat assistance liew has derived from their 
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experience a^d ^tidgment in the affairs of their Respective 
departments. • " < 

While thus congratulating the army and British Subjects ,in 
India on the triunlphant success which has teen achieved, the 
Governor- General desired humbly to acknowledge tfie Hand 
by wliich alone all victory is given. * / r 

He has'aecortlingly intimated to the Lord Bishop his wish 
that, on the, first Sunday in May, thanksgivings shall* be 
offered to Almighty God, far the successful termination of the 
wqr in which we have # been engaged, and for the restoration 
to the people of the blessings of peach. * % t 

! By order of the® Right Honourable the Governor-General 
of India. ‘ f . • • • . * 

‘ - # , * II. */. Elliot, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 

- -with the Governor-General. " # 

" « 

(Copies.) # 

From II. E . the Commander -in- Chief, to * the ll'ujht lion . the 
• Governor- General of India. 

Head-Quarters, Camp, Army of the Punjaub, 
9 'Wuzecrabad, March 25, 1849. 

My Lord, — I have sincere satisfaction in forwarding to 
your Lordship a copy of a despatch received this day from 
Major-General Sir Walfer It. Gilbert, K.C.B., commanding 
the advanced force of this army, No. 29,1, of the 21st instant, 
announcing the* occupation of Peshawar by the Bluish troops, 
the precipitate 0 retreat of 'the Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan 
‘and his fof 1 o wers*beyond the^vhyber Pass, and the consequent 
dissolution of the Affghan confcdefticy. These brilliant results 
have been obtained, your Lordship will observe, without a 
single shot being fired by our troops since the victory of 
Goojerat oft the 21st ultimo. 1 " 

It is almost superfluous for me to repeat to yoUT Lordship 
how very highly I estimate the unwearied and zealous excr- 
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tions in these -subsequent movements of that most energetic 
anti able officer Jlajor^Goneral Gilbert, a\ul*tlie excellent 
troops under his command.* 

, In soliciting your LoAsliip's particular attention to Majoj> 
General* Gilbert’s commendation of Major F. Mackcson, C.B., 
your Lordship's agent with the force, I beg to repeat tlfe high 
sense I entertain of that officer's merits and the* excellent ■ 
service he lias rendered throughout the campaign. . • 

The Sikh rebellion and Affglia*i confederacy having been 
now t effectually put down and cfverthrown, I beg to be 
favoured with you/ •Ldrdship's instructions for .breaking up 
the army of the Puujaub, which has, I *trust, merited the 
approbation* of your Lordship and the country. 

I Jjave, &c. * » » 

(Signed) Gough, General, 

Commander-in-chief in India. 

• • 


No. 291. 

From Major-General Sir TV, li. Gilbert, f&C.Jl., Commanding 
Field Force on Special Service, to the Adjutant-General of < 
the Army . * 

Camp Peshawur, March 21, 1849. 

Sir, — I advanced this morning from Nowshyra to Pcshawua 
with the Bengal division of my force, and have much satis- 
faction in reporting, for the information of his Excellency the 
Bight Honourable the Commander-in-chief, that I am in 
possession of the City of Peshawur and its Balia Hissar. 

The Afghan arm$ under command qf Ameer Dost 
Mahomed Khan retreated from Peehawur on Hie 19th instant, 

* awl is to-day reported to lueve reached Dakka, on thg 
’ western* side of the Ivhybof Pass. The city I found untouched 
by the A Afghans, the Ameer having directed the gates to he 
closed against his troops; hut mosj; of the* garden houses in 
its neighbourhood lTavo Ifcen burnt or otherwise rendered 
uninhabitable, and the hnkh Cantonment at Alii Mardan 
Khan’s Bagh, has been burnt to the ground; the fqrt of 
Jumrood is also reported to be destroyed. 
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.By the expulsion from the province of Peshawur of the 
Ameer and his army, I have earned to sk successful conclu- 
sion the whole of the instructions of the flight Honourable 
the Governor-Gcnbral of India, conveyed to me through his 
Excellency the Co mmander- in- c^iief, with your letter of the 
3rd March instant. # f 

The Sikhs Iftive been humbled and their power crushed ; 
the British prisoners released from an irksome captivity ; and 
the rich province of Peshawur freed from its Mahomedan 
invaders. To my troqps I am indebted, under Providence, 
for these glorious results. Since the* fA of ,+hc month they 
Jiave marched froAi the Jhelum to the Indus and Peshawur, 
crossing both rivers under many disadvantages, hfid over- 
‘ coming alMhe obstacles of the road, v^hicli arc naturally great, 
and were much enhanced by our hirge train of stores and 
baggage — the necessary hicifipbrances of a force like this. 
To both officers and men I* am ‘deeply indebted for their 
cheerful endurance of the fatigues and privations to which all 
have been exposed. f • « 

I cannot permit myself to conclude this report of my arrival 
at Peshawur, without expressing to his Lordship my sense of 
the valuable services rendered me by Major F. Mackeson, C.B., 
•who accompanies the fdrcc as agent of the Governor-General. 
I am particularly indebted to him for his ready assistance, and 
for the unwearied an<j[ unremitting zeal with which he has per- 
formed the important duties of his office. To his coo*i judgment 
and unswerving decision of purpose, I owe much of the success 
that has attended the progress of my force. 

From my statf, generally, I have received every assistance. # 

* (True Copy.) . 

(Signed) P. Meant, Licut.-Col'., 

Adjutant-General of the Army. 

* v (True Copies.) 

H. # M.* Elliot, ^ 

Secretary to the Government *>f India, 

* with the Governor-General. 
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• . ’ » Notification. 

■> 

Foreign 1 Departr&cift, Canjp Fcrozcporc, March 30. 

•The Governor-Genera J is pleased to direct that the accom- 
• panying. proclamation, by wjiich the Punjaub i^ declared Jo bb 
a portion # of the British Empire in India, be published for 
general*in¥ormation, and that a royal salute be fired at evcfy 
principal station ©f the army on the receipt thereof. 

By order of the Right Honorable the Governor-General* of 
India. " * # 

8 * #> , (Signed) F. Melvill, * 

• Under-Secretary to the Goverameilt of India, 

, with the Gouemor-6encral. i 


* PRO CL A M ATI on . 

* . ' „ 

For many years in the tihie of Maharjah Runjcct Sing, peace 
and friendship prevailed between the British nation and the 
Sikhs. * • § 

When Runjeet Sing was dead, and his wisdom no longer « 
guided the counsels of the state, the Sirdars and the Kllalsa 
army without provocation and without cause, suddenly invaded 
the British territories. Their army was again and agairt 
defeated ; they were driven with slaughter and in shame from 
the country they had invaded, and at tlje gates of Lahore the 
Maharajah Dulccp Sing tendered to the Governor-General 
the submission of lpmsclf arid his chiefs, and solicited the 
elemepey ^>th^ Britishigovernment. 

The Governor- General extended* the clemency of his govern- 
ment to the state of Lahore/ He generously Ijpai^d tho 
kingdom which he had acquired a just right to subvert ; and 
the Maharajah having been placed on the throne, treaties of 
friendship were formed between tli * states. * ^ 
m The British hgve inithfujly kept their word, and have scru- 
pulously observed every obligation which the treaties imposed 
upon them. 
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But the Sikh people and their chiejjj have,* on their part, 
grossly and faithlessly violate^ the 'promises bv which thev 
were hound. * 

Of their annual*. tribute no portion 1 whateVer has at any time, 
been paid, and large loans advanced to them by the govern- 
ment 'of India h.ive never been repaid. • / 

The control*, of the British Government, to which they 
voluntarily submitted themselves, has 'been resisted by arms. 

Fence lias been cast jjsidc. Brisish officers have been 
murdered when acting fdr the State. Others engaged ip the 
like employment have ^treacherously bc&il thrown into capti- 
vity. Finally, f jthe army of tlic State ancf the whole Sikh 
people, joined by many’ of the Sirdars' ip the Fuuj/iulf who 
signed thotttreatips, and lcd^bj a member of the regency itself, 
have risen in arms against us, and' have waged a fierce and 
l>loody c wa^ for the proclaimed purpose of destroying the 
British and their power. • 

The Government of India formerly declared that it desired 
no further conquest : end it proved by its .acts the sincerity 
of its professions. 

The Government of Tndia has no desire for conquest now : 
but it is bound in its duty to provide fully for its own secu- 
rity, and to guard tlu) interests of those committed to its 
charge. 

To that end, and as the only sure mode of protecting the 
State from the perpetual recurrence of unprovoked and 
wasting wars, the Govehior-Gcnerai is compelled to resolve 
upon the entire subjection of a people, whor^ their own 
Government li#fi long beep unable to control — and whom (as 
events hare now shown) no punishment can deter 
violence, no acts of friendship can conciliate to peace. * 

Wherefore, the Governor-General of India has declared, 
and hereby proclaims, thpt the Kingdom of the Punjaub is at 
an end : apd that all the’ territories .ofcMaharajah Duleep Sing 
arc now and henceforth a portioii of the ‘British ^Empire \n 
India. 
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Ilis Ili^hnoss the lAaharajah, shall be treated with consi- 
deration and with honour. § • * 

# Thc few Chiefs whg have* not engaged in hostilities against 
t the British, shall fetain fheir property and«tlieir rank. 

The British Government will leave to rail the people, 
whether ^Jwssulmcn, Hindoo, or Sikh, the free exercise of 
their own religions : but it will not permit ai^r mam to inter- 
fere? with others iti the observance of such forms and ci\stoyis 
as their respective religions may cjthcr enjoin or permit. 

T^e Jjjgheers and all the propertytof Sirdars or others, who 
have been in arms against the British* shall be cpnfi seated* to 
the State. * • * # 

Tfte dpfinlfces of yvPry fortified place in the Punjaub which A 
not occupied by British troops fchallbc totally destroyed : and t 
effectual measures slialf be taken % deprive the people of the 
means of renewing either tumult ox jvar. # 

The Governor-General *calfs» upon all the inhabitants of 
the Punjaub — Sirdars and people — to submit themselves 
peaceably «to the authority of the British Government which 
has hereby been proclaimed. 9 , 

Over tliosc wlio shall live as obedient and peaceful subjects 
of the State, the British Government will rule with mildness 
and beneficence. • 

. But if resistance to constituted authority shall again be 
attempted ; if violence and turbulence shall be renewed ; the 
Governor «Gciieral warns the people of ‘the Punjaub that the 
time* for leniency will then have passtxl away, and that their 
offence wil^ be puifished with prompt and most rigorous 
.^verify. " 1 , % 

order* of the llight Honourable the Governor- Qpnenal 
(tTThdirr. » 

(Signed) II. M. Elliot, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 

• , , With the Governor-General. 

I fend- Quarters, Camp Fercftteporo, March 29, 1819. 
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. The ^Battle of Chillia^waliAh. , 

« • O ... 

A List of Non-commissjoned ’Officers and Privates killed in 
action at Chillian wallah, on 13fy January, 1849, or who 
* subsequently died of their wounds; also a list, of those' 
missing. § * t • 

f ^ 3rd Light Dragoons. 1 9 

Killed. — Scrj. D. Thompson; Privates, A. Hairy, N. Brett, 
J. Collins, J. f Coomber, \V^ D. Digges, It. Griffiths, J. Hart, 
J. S. llamilton, H. lIalc|,J. Hunt, E. Johnston, W. Langston, 
J .• Markey, E. Marshall, It. Mc.Ehcrnay^G. Milligan, E. Nor- 
ton, W*. Filbeam* It. lleed, O. ltegan, J. Siaclc, W. Swan, J. 
ttliyer, * 


v c r Oth Lancers. 

Lance- Serj . It. Calcutt; ^Privates It. Dalton, J. 
J, (^urpiiunj, A. Matthew*. * 

‘ « * , 

« 14th Light Dragoons. 

Killed.- -Privates G* Atkins, D. Evans, G. Tookcy. 

• i 

24th Foot. 


'Killed, — Scij. Maj. J. Coffee, Colour- Serj. W. Davies, Seijs. 
T. Lear, J. Webster; Corps. G. Eanies, J. Shcrriff; Privates 
*W. AUswortli, J. Amo4, J. Bowman, J. Burgess, J. Butcher, 
T. Byrne, T. Carpenter, S. Carter, W. Cutlibert, G. Dean, 
P. Fowlk, G. Georgq G. Hardman, J. Henshaw, J. Horsfall, 
T. Hughes, J. Intin, r J\ Joblin, W. Lakin, C. Lander, P. 
McColcy, J. McReary, T. Merfchant, T. ^ocoek. It. Porter. W. 
Selby, J. Sharp, P. Westneat, D. Wjheelcr, W.H TT illis (1st), 
S. Andrews, J •"Bailey, Cr. c Bird, J.^llycrs, R. Campbell, D. 
■ Clifford, It. Jolin Coates, It. Cockorton,* W. Coujt, T?* jT. 
O’Donoghuc, G. Eagan, J. FerguVson, W. Fletcher, G. llar- 
‘rison, W. Hebson, I), lloulston, E. Indie, T. Mackey, B.MagiU, 
C. Mayo, C. Jlifchell, J.« O'Connor, N. Pulling, T. ltegan, C. 
Rochford, W. Ryder, G. Saunde^, ST* Wakefield, J. Warden 
(2nd)! W. Wei ton, J. Williams, R. Windlc, J. Anfiett, W. II. 
Bailey, W. Barnett, E. Barr, C. Barnes, It. Burchett, W.Bone, 
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J. Brewer, II. -Cork, $. Everest, M. Green*, J. itanlon. , J. 
Ilaston, S. Smith, # W. Sladen 3 J. Tebble, U. Slattery, W. 
Wglsh, II. Wrightmam; Corps. W. Batten den, W. Hunehey ; 
Privates P. Dales, (T. Del&age, T. Ellice, W. Giles, J. Good-, 
child, T. Grandy, It. Ilardihg, W. Hopkins, J. ’Kelly, J. 
Mullin, .J. *Mt»han, M. Moore, T. Morrish, J. # Newman^ W . 
Oakley, T, Osborne, T. Parker, P. Quirk, Jk ltoxdierry, J. 
Saunders, W. Seirs, J. Somersgill, J. Townend, Whitehead, 
T. Biddle, S. Bingham, J. Connelly, J. Dudley, J. Kennkig, 

O. Loyd, ff. List, J. Walke^, F. Balttystone, *J. Eginton, J. 
Elliott, S. Engli^i, ‘Earner, C. Green, W. Gardner, T. 
Ilanscombe, C. Lawrence, W. Pearson, T. Priest, W. Itamp^ 
ling,^T» Bflbmson, T. Savage, J. Morton, J. Lake, T. Kostcrt, 
E. Shea, G. Smith, J. ^yers ; ttejp. J. Wilkes ; Drum. E. 
Doughty Privates T. Atkinson, J. Ihirton, J. McCullock^ II. 
Meeds* J. Pratt, J. Terry, J. 'Jlilley* Corp. II. Wcbh»; Pri- 
vates W. S. Duifan, J. Eduards, W. Francis, G. Harris, J. 
Hicks,’ W. Jervis, E. Johnson, T. Kelson, J . King, J. Pittman, 
D. Shea, G. Simsoy. J. Twigg, W. •S^iith, J. Welch, A. 
Whittell, W. Tobyn; Corp. F. Howell; Privates It. Edmonds, 
W. Ebcniely, .1. Enright, J. Flinn, P. Flinn, G. Gibson,* J. 
Hill, T. S. Hall, W. llucker, B. Johnson, J. Lamb, J. Mur- 
phy, J. Overton, J. Patience, It. Pratt, J. Riddle, J. Sliaw, # 
W. Grover Simmonds, W. Thompson. 

Died of Wounds. — Corp. W. Bugdcn^ Privates J. Hawkins, 
J. Morris, tl. Attwell. g 

Missing. — Privates^ 0. Barridgton, J. Barry, J. Bradbrook, 
G. Evans# E. Fry, C. Lancaster, W. II.. Medlam, M. 
Whcalan, It., Sandford, V. Wood, *T. ChappE#, W. Nevard, 
N icols, J. Carrier, i Clarke, W. CroSs, B. Henty, F. . 
Lang, It! Lang, E. Meade, H. Phillips, J. Sovatian, G. Worley, 
J. Bentley, M. Betson, T. Cleenen, P. Devaney, J. Killeen, • 

P. Murphy, R. Smith, T. Crcsswell, JP. ManiTgan, T. Murphy, 

A^AVeldon, J. Hunter, ; I; Lancaster! * ^ # 

• * m 29th ltegiment. 

Killed. — Scrj. P. Carey, It. Long, Privates T. Bunting, R. 
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I’eecb, d. Buckley, J. Campbell, E .^Cooney, P. Cotter, P. 
Dempsey, B. Dailey, J. Donovan,* J. Dpmon, it. Dawkins, 
J. Fuller, J. Famol, F. Guest', J. Gostiier, W. Giles, M. 
t Hopkins, J. Hussey, G. Haggitt, W. J c&kins, T. Marriott, 
MeDermfott, C. MoGlaughliii, T. Mullin, J. Mayo, W. 
.Naylor, W. Pratt, J. Shenton, J. Twamblay, Taylor, T. 
Walsh, i. Wiklborc, S. Walker. ' ' 

, Died of Wounds. — Corp. G. Taylo?, PKvates A. Brown, 
G., Cajliey, X. Dunn, R. Jloddcr, J. Hooper, M. Hadfield, T. 
Kcnncll, II. Soutcr, H. Ismart. # ... 

* Missing. i — Privates, T. Taylor, T. Vdttiem. f 
, • 

t € 1st Regiment. # < 

„ Killed.j—OoTj). G. Handley, Privates W. Foster, J. Mason, 
R. Sherwood, T. Tuckwclf, J. White, J, Humes, - W. Jones, 
W*. Gray, D. Tucldcy, II, Jojmson. 

Diid of r )Vounds . — Private Ea;an. 
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Tleneral Order of the Commander-in-Chief. . 

Head-quarters, Camp Skahderf, near^aliore. 

* March 51, 1849. % . • 

The Command&r-in-chief in India anncfonces his farewell and «diea to 
the Army ofcthe Punjaub. % ® t 

The troops whicl^ sin A® October, have becr^ in arms ui^ler his com- 
mand, are dispersed to their respective cantonments, on this, # the last 
occasi&i of a^dmssiug theiti, Lord Gough dffsires to place on record hisJ 
sense of the great services and exertions through which the sway of 
British Indiq has been now extended ovSr the broatP plain? ^md classic 
rivers and cities of this # kingdom. The tide of conquest, which heretofore 
rolled on the Punjaub from the west, JAs atflvngth reached j»id overcome 
it from the east; and that which Alexaflder attempted, the British "imlinn 
army has accomplished. It is with no common pride that the Com- 
mander-in-chief applauds the conduct and thq valour which li^vc led to 
so glorious a result. * • 

The favour and approbation of the country and^ Government will, 
without doubt, mark enduringly the estimate entertained of its desert; 
and no time will efface from the memory of this army, and every true 
soldier in the field, the high sense of triumph and of the glory witli which * 
this campaign lias terminated. Undismayed by stern opposition, untired 
by tiff procrastinations and deluys which circumstances forcibly imposed, 
or by the grout labours and exposure which havj? been borne so manfully, 
the army'has emerged with a fame and a brightness only the more marked 
by the trying nature of its previous toils and endurances. The mere 
battle-day, wkeff e,ery glowing feeling of the soldier and the gentleman 
is called into action, will eveNbe encountered nobly wtfcrc British arms 
arewangaged; hut it i# in the privations, the diffi&dties, And tndless 4 
toils ol wifr that the trial of a# army consists; and it is these which 
denote its metal and show of what material it is formed. , 

Since the day when at ftamnugger the too hasty anjpur and enthusiasm 
of the troopS first gave sigiyil of tljp determin'd character «f the war, and 
of tfie fierceness with which # a taken but brave enemy wire b$nt to* 
oppose the pfogress of* ^>ur arms, till now* that a crushing and over- 
whelming victory has prostrated at the feet of our ruler and his govern- 
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men t an independent, a proud, and a warlike people, Lprd Gough, relying 
upbn British ucurqge and endurance, has t neVer for one rrfoment enter- 
tained a doubt of the result, nor yielded, even cp adverse chances and 
circumstances, a lurking fear of the successful issue, which true constancy 
L and firmness never ‘fail to attain. The rule which, despite^ the signal 
cJrChency and dbnsiderate rrvercy of the Government, it has nevertheless 
been Yound at length necessary to impose upon the Sikjhs and their 
country, has not t been thrust upon a defenceless or unresisting people; 
their valour, their numbers, their means, an<J preparation, and the des- 
perate energy- with which, in error and deceived, the Khalsa and Sikh 
nation mustered and rallied fur the struggle, have been conspicuously 
apparent; and the army yhiJh, in virtue of a most persistiva constancy, 
has reduced such a race snd such troops to Submission and obedience, 
merits well the highest eulogium which Lord Gough can bestow. 

The Commander-in-chief ' lingers upon the severance of thooe ties 
wjjich may have bound him to that army, the last which in the field it was 
his duty ar 1 his pride to command. Loi g practice and experience of 
wai^ and its trying vicissitudes have enabled him J;o form a just estimate 
of the #eond”.ct and merit of the troops now being dispersed; and the • 
ardour, the vigilance, the endurance, the closing and triumphant bravery 
and discipline, which have marked their path in the Punjaub, tfill often 
recur to him in that retirement he is about to seek ; and 1 in which the 
cares, the earnest cxei cions, and grave anxieties inseparable from the 
duties of high military command, will be richly recompensed and rewarded 
by the sense of duty performed, and the consciousness of unwearied 
and uncompromising^ devotion to that sovereign and country which, in 
common with the British Indian army, it will ever be his boast and his 
pride to have so successfully served. 

To every general, to every individual officer and soldier, European and 
native, of the army of the' Punjaub, Lord Gough finally rep* its his cordial 
and affectionate farewell. Their persons and services are engraven in 
his heart and affections; and to those among them who may hereafter, 
within the brief span of life yet before him revisit their native country, 
he tenders the unaffected renewal of that intercourse and friendship which 
mutual esteem and' regard, and mutual dangers and exertions, have pro- 
duced and established. 

(Signed) Pat. Grant, Lieutenant- Colonel, 
Adjutant-General of the Army. 



NOTE (A). 

amusing incident occurred before Qoojrarawallah* A large body of 
Irregular Horse was descried in the distance. Orders % were hereupon 
instantly given 4o the cavalry to pursu*. After a distressing ^'hasa, it 
was discovered that they were not Silfis^ but Nicholson’s Horse. 
Thu poor terror-stricken*^ li*t seemed as intent on effecting their eseffpe 
as the British cafafr^were on capturing them. 

• 

NOTEJ[B). 

It was bruited about in calhp that Coloftbl Havepore had fallen a victim 
to the hatred of his own men. Allusion w<fuld not have been madfe to 
this painful report, (which we believe to "be false,) had*not $ letter, 
received a few days ago, from one of tlie greatest heroes of the campaign, 
again adverted to it. It was a notorious fact that the gallant officer had 
become obnoxious to many members of the ferment, in consequence of 
his immoderate infliction of parades, drills, &c., but if lie erred it w i 
on the side of duty; and we have too higtam opinif* of the I4th light 
Dragoons to believe that there was one man in the regiment capable 
of levelling his carbine at such a noble leader. We would give much to^ 
discover with whom this libellous accusation originated! 
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